
              
 
 
 

            MEMORANDUM 
 

    
 TO: HONORABLE MAYOR &  

CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: Adam Benson  

Director of Finance  
    
SUBJECT: Local Measures CPI Adjustment DATE: May 21, 2020 
    

 
   

INFORMATION 
  
This informational memo is in response to questions raised by the City Council during the 
meeting of May 19, 2020, concerning Consumer Price Index (CPI) adjustments and exemptions 
in local measures.  Staff recommends that the City Council increase the rate of the parcel taxes 
by the CPI on the following voter-approved measures: 
 

 Measure M (The Emergency Medical Services Retention Act of 1997);  
 Measure N (The Paramedic Services Act of 1997);   
 Measure Q (The Library Services Retention and Enhancement Act of 2004);  
 Measure Z (The 2014 Public Safety and Services Violence Prevention Act); and 
 Measure D (2018 Oakland Public Library Preservation Act) 

 
These measures provide resources to support: 1) dispatch services for emergency medical services; 
2) paramedic emergency services; 3) enhanced library services; 4) public safety services, including 
police and fire services; and, 5) violence prevention and intervention strategies.  The action, if 
approved, would also authorize the levy for Measure Q (The 2020 Oakland Parks and Recreation 
Preservation, Litter Reduction, and Homelessness Support Act), which was approved by voters on 
March 3, 2020, and would be levied for the first time beginning in FY 2020-21 and, therefore, is 
not subject to a CPI adjustment. 
 
The Fiscal Year (FY) 2019-21 Adopted Biennial Budget, which was approved by the City 
Council, included CPI-based revenue adjustments for local measures in both FY 2019-20 and FY 
2020-21.  Across all local measures, the CPI adjustment would result in $1.75 million in 
new revenues for FY 2020-21. If Council decides not to authorize the CPI adjustments, it 
would require an equivalent reduction in the following funds: 
 

 
Fund 

Preliminary Budgeted  
FY 2020-21 Amount 

2412 - Measure M: Emergency Dispatch Service  $74,043  
2250 - Measure N: Paramedic Services  58,967  
2241 - Measure Q: Library Services Retention & Enhancement  556,229  
2252 - Measure Z: Violence Prevention and Public Safety Act of 2014  588,179  
2243 - Measure D: Parcel Tax to Maintain, Protect & Improve Library Services  473,057  
Total $1,750,475 
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Hardship Exemptions 
 
The proposed CPI adjustment will increase the tax paid by single family residential parcels by 
$11.25 annually ($0.94/month) and multiple residential parcels by $8.91 annually ($0.74/month) 
for FY 2020-21.   
 
Some ballot measures provide a mechanism for the exemptions from parcel tax to qualifying low-
income households, senior household, affordable housing projects, tenants in foreclosed single 
family homes, certain religious organizations and schools, and distressed homeowners.  The 
following table summarizes these exemptions.  An excerpt of actual language from the ballot 
measures are provided in Attachment A for convenience. 
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Low-Income Homeowner / Household     X X X X   

Low-Income Residential Hotel     X         

Affordable Housing Projects       X X X   

Tenants in Foreclosed Single Family Homes       X   X   

Religious Organization or School       X   X   

Senior Household         X X   

Distressed Homeowner           X   

Proposed Single Family Rate Increase $0.51  $0.41  $3.60  $3.73  $3.00  N/A $11.75  

 
 
For questions, please contact Jason Wong, Finance Manager, at (510) 238-3046. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
 ADAM BENSON  
 Director of Finance, Finance Department  
 
 
Attachments  
--Attachment A: Hardship Exemptions From Ballot Measures  
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