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RESOLUTION CALLING UPON THE ALAMEDA COUNTY SHERIFF’S
OFFICE, ALAMEDA COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT AND
OTHER
ALAMEDA
COUNTY
OFFICIALS
TO
RELEASE
INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS WITH SIX MONTHS OR LESS TIME
REMAINING AT SANTA RITA JAIL AND TAKE OTHER NECESSARY
MEASURES TO PROTECT THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF
INDIVIDUALS DETAINED IN AND STAFFING THE SANTA RITA JAIL
AND ALAMEDA COUNTY JUVENILE DETENTION FACILITIES
WHEREAS, COVID-19, a highly infectious virus, (1) was first identified in late
2019, (2) is marked by severe and acute respiratory illness that has overwhelmed
hospitals around the world, (3) whose mortality rates disproportionately impact older
individuals, individuals with underlying health conditions, and African Americans, who
have mortality rates that are more than two times and in some cases three times their
percentage of a state’s or city’s population; and
WHEREAS, more than 1.5 million COVID-19 cases have been confirmed
worldwide, with 24,424 confirmed cases in California and 962 confirmed cases in
Alameda County, including 16 confirmed cases among the inmates and staff at the Santa
Rita Jail, as of April 14, 2020; and
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom declared a state of
emergency in the State of California due to the spread of COVID-19 in California and its
impacts on public health, public safety, and public services; and
WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, the Oakland City Administrator, acting as the
Director of the Emergency Services Operations Center, declared a local emergency
within the City of Oakland due to the outbreak of COVID-19, which the Oakland City
Council confirmed and ratified by Resolution on March 12, 2020; and

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020 the Interim Health Officer of Alameda County
issued an Order to shelter in place in light of COVID-19, and further extended that shelterin-place Order on March 31, 2020 through May 3, 2020; and
WHEREAS, on March 20, 2020, Governor Newsom issued a statewide shelter-inplace Order that remains in place; and
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has not only drastically harmed and
endangered public health and public safety, but also has caused enormous economic
repercussions across the nation and the world, including one in nine Californians having
lost their employment in a matter of weeks; and
WHEREAS, as communities grapple with the collateral economic consequences
of COVID-19, many public officials are not taking adequate action to reduce or eliminate
unnecessary legal financial obligations that stem from justice system involvement,
obligations that disproportionately harm African American, Latino and low income
communities; and
WHEREAS, it is widely recognized that individuals detained in prisons, jails,
juvenile detention and post-disposition facilities, and other detention facilities are
particularly at risk of and vulnerable to the spread of COVID-19, in light of limited access
to hygiene and sanitation, close quarters of confinement, and lack of personal protective
equipment (“PPE”) for staff at such facilities; and
WHEREAS, justice system facilities across the nation are already experiencing
deadly outbreaks of COVID-19, with approximately 1,324 incarcerated persons who have
tested positive for the disease, and 32 who have died from the virus, including: (1) more
than 800 people who have tested positive, with three deaths, at New York’s Riker’s Island
jail alone; and (2) more than 500 people who have tested positive, with three deaths, at
the Cook County, Illinois jail alone; and
WHEREAS, juvenile detention facilities and immigrant detention facilities across
the country have also begun to experience outbreaks of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, some justice system facilities across the nation have responded to
the COVID-19 crisis by instituting policies that, regardless of the intentions of the
authorities, violate the rights of the individuals who are detained and incarcerated,
including confining detained and incarcerated individuals to their rooms or cells virtually
every single hour of the day, a practice of nearly-complete solitary confinement that the
United Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture has declared may constitute torture; and
WHEREAS, at present there is an outbreak of COVID-19 at Santa Rita Jail, with
at least 14 incarcerated people and two staff members who have tested positive as of
April 15, 2020; and
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WHEREAS, we recognize and applaud the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office,
District Attorney’s Office, and Probation Department for taking various steps to protect
individuals in custody from COVID-19, including releasing 671 inmates, educating those
still confined about symptoms of COVID-19 and proper hygiene practices, segregating
inmates considered “high risk” for COVID-19, and providing free soap and cleaning
supplies to individuals who continue to be in custody; and
WHEREAS, despite the foregoing steps, at least 1,800 individuals remain in Santa
Rita Jail alone, and all individuals held in confinement at Alameda County adult and
juvenile facilities remain at risk for COVID-19, and more can and must be done to protect
the health, safety and lives of these individuals, facility staff, and their families; and
WHEREAS, on March 24, 2020, Oakland City Attorney Barbara J. Parker sent a
letter calling upon Alameda County’s Sheriff and Chief Probation Officer to take additional
significant steps to prevent the spread of the virus, and provided detailed suggestions for
such meaningful steps as are set forth in the letter that is attached to this Resolution as
Exhibit A; and
WHEREAS, Brendon D. Woods, the Alameda County Public Defender, has called
for the release of individuals who are within six months of the end of their terms, a group
that constitutes at least 115 individuals in Santa Rita Jail alone; and
WHEREAS, prosecutors and sheriffs around the country support the release of
inmates within six months of the end of their jail terms to protect these individuals from
COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, failure to significantly reduce the County’s detained and incarcerated
population will likely lead to avoidable tragedies by continuing to place confined
individuals, the staff who serve them and their families in harm’s way; now, therefore, be
it
RESOLVED: That the City of Oakland endorses the Alameda County Public
Defender Brendon D. Woods’ urgent proposal that the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office,
the Alameda County Probation Department and other Alameda County officials
immediately release all inmates with six months or less remaining to serve at Santa Rita
Jail to protect the health, safety and lives of these inmates, the facility staff and their
families in light of the COVID-19 pandemic; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED: That the City Council of the City of Oakland calls upon
the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office, the Alameda County Probation Department and
other Alameda County officials to immediately release all inmates with six months or less
remaining to serve at Santa Rita Jail to protect the health, safety and lives of these
inmates, the facility staff and their families in light of the COVID-19 pandemic; and be it
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FURTHER RESOLVED: That the City of Oakland calls upon the Alameda County
Sheriff’s Office, the Alameda County Probation Department and other Alameda County
officials to take all necessary steps to ensure the health and safety of those individuals
held in confinement at Alameda County adult and juvenile detention facilities, including
following the steps it has not yet taken that are set forth in City Attorney Barbara J.
Parker’s March 24, 2020 letter that is Exhibit A to this resolution; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED: That the City Clerk shall send this Resolution and Exhibit
A hereto to Alameda County’s Sheriff, Chief Probation Officer, Board of Supervisors,
Public Defender and District Attorney, Governor Gavin Newsom, Assemblymembers Rob
Bonta and Buffy Wicks, State Senator Nancy Skinner, Congresswomen Barbara Lee and
Nancy Pelosi, and U.S. Senators Kamala Harris and Dianne Feinstein.

IN COUNCIL, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA,
PASSED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:
AYES -

FORTUNATO BAS, GALLO, GIBSON MCELHANEY, KALB, REID, TAYLOR, THAO AND
PRESIDENT KAPLAN

NOES –
ABSENT –
ABSTENTION –
ATTEST:

2924281v2
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LATONDA SIMMONS
City Clerk and Clerk of the Council of the
City of Oakland, California

EXHIBIT A
TO
RESOLUTION CALLING UPON THE ALAMEDA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE, ALAMEDA
COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT AND OTHER ALAMEDA COUNTY OFFICIALS TO
RELEASE INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS WITH SIX MONTHS OR LESS TIME REMAINING
AT SANTA RITA JAIL AND TAKE OTHER NECESSARY MEASURES TO PROTECT THE
HEALTH AND SAFETY OF INDIVIDUALS DETAINED IN AND STAFFING THE SANTA RITA
JAIL AND ALAMEDA COUNTY JUVENILE DETENTION FACILITIES
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