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OAKLAND CITY COUNCIL

RESOLUTION NO. C.M.S.
INTRODUCED BY VICE MAYOR LARRY REID

RESOLUTION COMMEMORATIVELY RENAMING “A” STREET BETWEEN 
85th and 86th AVENUES REV. DR. J. ALFRED SMITH SR. WAY WHICH 
FOLLOWS THE PROCESS OUTLINED AND ESTABLISHED BY RESOUTION 
No. 77967 C.M.S.

WHEREAS, under the procedures outlined by the companion Resolutions 
No.77966 and 77967 the City Council may commemorate a nominee either by: a) retaining 
the existing street name and installing commemorative plaques or b) renaming the existing 
street for the individual and installing new street signs; and

WHEREAS, the City Council in 2003 established procedures for commemorative 
street naming through Resolution No. 77967 C.M.S under which the City Council may, 
by its own motion, consider the renaming of a public street as a tribute to an individual, 
or as a result of a significant event or activity and one of the following conditions is met: 
• the individual has positively impacted the lives of a nation or the world; or • the name 
change is related to an economic development or redevelopment activity; or • the 
renaming commemorates a significant historical event; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Vice Mayor Larry Reid finds that the life and legacy 
of Dr. J. Alfred Smith Sr., should be honored and recognized as established by Res. No 
77967 in that Reverend Smith was called to the ministry in 1951, received his B.S. degree 
in Elementary Education from Western Baptist College, and Bachelor’s Degree in divinity 
in 1959, Master’s Degree in Theology, in 1966. Second master’s degree in American 
Church History in 1972, and Doctor of Ministry Degree in 1975.

Reverend Smith was named senior pastor of Allen Temple Baptist Church in Oakland 
California’s in 1971, elected president of the Progressive Baptist State Convention of 
California in1979 Reverend Smith has received several awards and honors for his 
outstanding work.

Dr. Smith is nationally known for his community work in Oakland, the Greater Bay Area 
and international delegations to address health needs in third world countries.



LaTonda Simmons 
City Clerk and Clerk of the Council 
of the City of Oakland, California
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