
Alameda County Community Development Agency Healthy Homes 
Department : seeks to advance an integrated approach to safe and 
healthy homes though collaborative initiatives, applied research and 
policy development countywide.  
  
In Oakland the Department has spent 24 years working to improve the 
health of residents by conducting over 600 Healthy Homes interventions 
for a variety of health/housing conditions , 1,750 lead paint abatements, 
and more than 4,000 Minor Home Repair projects addressing habitability 
issues. Over 200 child lead poisonings are reported to us each year.  
 
 
  
 



 

 
Substandard housing is becoming the new affordable housing for not only the 
most vulnerable populations such as low income or fixed income but also the 
struggling middle class as well who like many, for various reasons will not 
complain so reactive inspections is not enough! Building new units will not be 
enough – multiple solutions are required including Proactive Rental Inspections. 



 
 

A PRI will not only improve the health of 
residents in Oakland but will also contribute to 

efforts to maintain affordable housing by 
preserving existing housing stock that might fall 

into such a state of disrepair as to result in 
abandonment or demolition. And a PRI will have 
a positive impact in regards to medical costs and 
educational costs leading to a better quality of 

life for our elders as well as more successful 
academic and career lives for our youth and 

generations to follow. 
  
 



 
 
Note that this excerpt from the Wayne State University Final Report identifies Alameda County as the location 
however all of the homes inspected (217) were in Oakland. 

 

The  Healthy Homes Rating System (HHRS) is the method American communities are 
using to assess housing for health and safety risks in grants administered by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Adoption of the HHRS by 
HUD occurred in 2011.  
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ASHHI Project 
  This Kresge funded study included going into the homes of Asthmatic children  living in Oakland and providing  

“environmental treatment” services that included: vacuuming and cleaning of horizontal surfaces, preventative 
integrated pest management, cleaning of refrigerator coils, distribution of HEPA Vacs, plastic pillow and 
mattress covers  

Alameda County/Oakland 1 of only 6 
jurisdictions nationwide selected for this 
project. 

Advancing Safe and Healthy Homes 
for  Children and Families Initiative  
Sponsored by The Kresge 
Foundation  
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