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CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

SUBJECT: Illegal Dumping 

FROM: Brooke A. Levin 
Interim Director, PWA 

DATE: August 26, 2013 

City Administrator 
Approval 

Date: 

COUNCIL DISTRICT: City-Wide 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the City Council accept this informational report from the Public Works 
Agency on (1) efforts to reduce illegal dumping and (2) actions plan to implement innovative 
ideas to better address illegal dumping in the City of Oakland. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In FY 2012-13 Keep Oakland Clean and Beautiful Division (KOCB) of the Public Works 
Agency responded to over 17,000 service requests to remove items dumped on public property. 
This was a 34% increase in the number of requests from the previous year. 

This report contains data regarding collection of materials that are illegally dumped in the public 
right of way including; collection operations to remove illegal dumping quicker from public 
property; items that are included in the Zero Waste Services Procurement related to offering 
services that may reduce illegal dumping; use of additional funding in the Fiscal Year (FY) 
2013-15 Budget for illegal dumping removal; and enforcement information from the City 
Attorney's Office. 

The behavior of dumping garbage on City streets continues to be a challenging problem. With no 
current effective enforcement mechanism, dumpers continue to degrade the community and the 
environment. Additionally, as PWA removes the illegally dumped material, people are 
conditioned to think that if debris is dumped in the right-of-way, it will be removed by City staff, 
at no cost. Thus, whether it is a mattress on the sidewalk or a bag of garbage near a litter 
container, the illegal behavior is not interrupted, but rather perpetuated. This is a low-level crime 
that continues to plague our community. 

OUTCOME 

This is an informational report to the Public Works Committee. 

Item: 
Public Works Committee 

September 24, 2013 
















