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OAKLAND CITY COUNCIL 
84 7 8 8 Resolution No C M S 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER KALB 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NATIONWIDE SECURE OUR 
SMARTPHONES INITIATIVE, BEST KNOWN AS THE S.O.S. 
INITIATIVE, AND REQUESTING STATE LEGISLATION MANDATING 
A KILL SWITCH REQUIREMENT FOR NEW SMARTPHONES SOLD 
IN CALIFORNIA 

WHEREAS, many residents of Oakland and other cities throughout California and the rest of the 
country carry and use a cell phone with them wherever they go and smart phones are 
increasingly becoming part of people's daily lives, and 

WHEREAS, the practice of regularly carrying and using cell phones and other personal 
electronic devices and their monetary value has made the devices a target for thieves, and 

WHEREAS, theft of handheld electionic devices has reached epidemic proportions, with I 6 
niiMion stolen in the United States last ycai. according lo the National Consumeis League, and 

WHEREAS the Oakland Police Depdrtmenl (OPD) has observed that ciiininal enteipnses aie 
intieasingly locused on stolen peisonal electronics and that the local surge in lobbeiics is being 
diivcn by the lesalc value of cell phones, as noted by various media stones and 

WHEREAS well ovei 4 000 robberies occuired m Oakland alone last year and the laic of 
robberies in Oakland remains horrendously high, creating a ci isis foi Oakland residents, and 

Wl-ILREAS. an October 30 2013 East Bay Express aiticle. "Whafs Driving Oakland's Robber\ 
Epidemic'^." leported that (I) OPD estimated that 75% of all robbenes in\o!ved theft ol a cell 
phone and (2) Lookout, a cell phone secunty company estimated that lost and stolen cell phones 
cost consumers $30 billion last \eai, and 

WHEREAS a May 7. 2013 Oakland Tnbune article reported that stolen cell phones can be 
resold for between $50 to $400 each, and 

WHEREAS OPD's published Safely 'I ips legarding avoiding being a robbciy victnn stale 
•'Always conceal what you have to steal, such as money or a cell phone Cell phones are just like 
cash—when thieves see a cell phone they want it and 

WHEREAS, ihcfl-delening technology, sometimes lefened to as a "kill switch." has been 
developed b\ manufacturers and. it installed m cell phones, would likely hamper the ability to 



profit fiom the sale ol stolen cell phones and thereby curb interest in ccwimitting robbery for the 
puipose of obtaining cell phones, and 

WHEREAS New York State Attomey General Eric Schneiderman and San Francisco District 
Attomey George Gascon announced in June the formation of a nationwide Secure Our 
Smanphones (S O S) Initiative aimed at encouraging the cell phone industry to adopt 
technologies that would deter theft by drying up the secondary market related to stolen devices 
and 

WHEREAS, numerous media articles have icccntly leported that the nation's largest cell phone 
earners have re|cctcd cell phone manufactuici Samsung Elcctionics anli-thcft "kill switch" and. 
while some other fcatuies such as Apple's Activation Lock arc available for some devices, 
concerns remain thai the available features arc not consistently ficc, standard and univeisal. 
now thereiorc be it 

RESOLVED That the Oakland City Council applauds the formation of and formally endorses 
the work by the nationwide S O S initiative, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED That the Oakland City Council recommends that the California State 
Legislature adopt statutory requirements for a mandatory "kill switch" or similar technology on 
all new smart phones sold in Califomia, which would demonstrably reduce the value of stolen 
smart phones 

IN COUNCIL. OAKLAND. CALIFORNIA, JAN 07 2014 

PASSED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE 

AYES - BROOKS, GALLO, GIBSON MCELHANEY, KALB, KAPLAN, REID, 
SCHAAF AND PRESIDENT KERNIGHAN ^ <^ 

NOES- 0 
A B S E N T - J o 
ABSTENTION 

LATONDA SIMMONS 
City Clerk and Clerk of the Council of 
the City of Oakland, California 


