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January 7, 2014

CITY COUNCIL
Qakland, California

RE: Resolution for Elsie Giani

Dear President Kernighan and Members of the City Council

What had been planned as a celebration for the 100™ birthday of retired City of Oakland
employee Elsie Giani must now, sadly. be a resolution to honor her memory and long life After
a brief 1llness, Elsie entered eternal peace on December 25. 2013, at the age of 99, twenty days
before what would have been her centenary birthday

On Fniday, December 13, 2013, Mayor Jean Quan 1ssued a Proclamation to celebrate
Elste Grani Day, in recogmtion of Elsie’s extraordinary hfe and her contributions to the City of
Oakland The City Council 1s now requested to adopt the attached resolution honoring the
memory of Miss Elsie Domenica Giani (January 14, 1914 — December 25, 2013)

Respectfully,

Deanna J Samana
City Admmustrator
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201 JAN-2 PH |: 4D RESOLUTION NoO. C.M.S.

Introduced by Counciimember

RESOLUTION CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
HONORING THE MEMORY OF ELSIE GIANI

WHEREAS, Elsie Domenica Gian1 was born m QOakland, California on January 14, 1914 to
Guiseppe and Albina Celestma Giani, immigiants fiom Domodossola, Italy, and

WHEREAS, Elsic, a foity-six (46) year employee with the City of Oakland, seivmg in the
admmistiations of Mayo1s Clifford Rishell, John Houlihan, John Reading, and Lionel J Wilson,
began her City caieer in May 1937, as stenographer-cleik in the Cny’s Health Department for Di
I C Geiger, and

L3

WHEREAS, while serving as secretary to Mayor Rishell, Elise was offered and accepted the
newly created position of Secretary to the City Council, where from September 1, 1957 tll her
retirement m December 1983, a tenure of over 26 years, Elsie served as sole Council Secretary to
the City s eight Councilmembers, a total of 27 different Council members, and

WHEREAS, dumg her tenure as Council Secretary, Elsie was regularly commended for
rendering exceptional and courteous service to the Council and the public, faithfully attended all
requued meetings, recording and transciibing minutes at various work sessions and committee
meetings -- personifying the definition of public se1vant, and

WHEREAS, 1n 1940, m addition to her myi1ad other duties, Elsie founded the City of Oakland
Holiday Chon, now 1n 1ts eighth decade of peiforming Holiday concerts, where Elsie continued
to be a stalwart member of the choir, and

WHEREAS, Elsie Giani passed away, after a brief 1llness, on December 25, 2013, twenty days
shy of he1 centenary birthday, now, therefore be 1t

RESOLVED: That the City Council of the City of Oakland heieby honors the memory of Elsie
Domenica Giani and urges all Oakland residents and City employees to recognize and celebiate
Elsie’s extraordinary life

IN COUNCIL, OAKLAND, CALIFCRNIA,

PASSED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE

AYES - BROOKS, GALLO, GIBSON MCELHANEY, KALB, KAPLAN, REID, SCHAAF and PRESIDENT
KERNIGHAN

NOES -
ABSENT -

ABSTENTION -
ATTEST

LaTonda Simmons
City Clerk and Clerk of the Council
of the City of Oakland, Canfornia



