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Klein, Heather

From: Jennifer Viegas <jenviegas@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2017 2:55 PM
To: Klein, Heather
Subject: Request to Register Public Comment for Agenda Item #6 (Oak Knoll Project)

Dear Planning Commission, 

I would like to register my and my mother's joint public comment on Agenda Item #6 for this evening's 
Commission meeting (Oak Knoll project discussion item, 10/18/2017): 

As 50+ year residents of the Oak Knoll/Sequoyah neighborhood, we strongly support the following SunCal 
goals: 

 Preservation of the knoll and northeast woodlands as open space
 Restoration of the Rifle Range Creek corridor as a greenbelt
 A suitable community center to replace Club Knoll
 Reasonable housing density
 Mitigation of environmental impacts

We are disappointed by the decision to restore and relocate Club Knoll, a building that is in disrepair and that 
was not even original to the initial development of the site. The restoration will take valuable funds and effort 
away from the rest of the project. 

We are also disappointed by the self-interested individuals—with little or no connection to this neighborhood—
who wish to influence the project in order for monetary or other short-term gains. These include politicians with 
goals that would hurt the character of the neighborhood, its ecosystems, the value of existing properties here 
and more.  

We have watched the City's mismanagement lead to problems on the adjacent Mountain Blvd. corridor, such as 
torching of cars, excessive dumping and other crimes—all of which we have mentioned at our neighborhood 
police beat meetings. These crimes should be viewed as fire and environmental hazards that could put all of us 
at risk here in Oakland. So too could overly dense housing. 

In terms of retail, we used to shop at the Safeway store on Golf Links Road, where there was also a shopping 
center in the 60s and 70s. We also shopped at Skyline Market on Skyline Blvd.  
This neighborhood was designed to have such supportive retail, but poor policing and crime coming in from 
other adjacent neighborhoods contributed to the closure of all of these stores. The past therefore tells us that 
retail must be carefully managed in this neighborhood, with security concerns in mind, in order to prevent the 
same problems from happening again. 

In a perfect world, we would like to see the Oak Knoll land brought back to its natural state, benefitting air 
quality, wildlife, the health of Oakland residents, and more. Such as it is, and based upon what we have heard in 
the many meetings we have attended, SunCal has the neighborhood and Oakland's best interests in mind with 
their current plan. We urge you to focus on the long-term effects of the plan, instead of more short-term desired 
gains from those wishing to make money off of the construction and in other ways.  

Sincerely yours, 
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Jennifer and Elaine Viegas 
25 Sequoyah View Court 

--  
Jennifer Viegas 
Publisher 
San Francisco Bay Times 
Senior Correspondent 
Discovery News and Seeker, news services for the Discovery Channel 
www.discovery.com 
www.seeker.com 
510-569-4408 
jenviegas@gmail.com 
www.twitter.com/jenniferviegas 

Elaine Viegas 
Retired  
General Services Administration 
510-507-1842 








































































































































