
To: 
Attn: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

P- ! , -; :, 
- : T i ’  ,cL::’:, 

, . ,  
C I T Y  O F  OAKLAND‘. ’ ,7F:7E’p’  ~ 

. ._: AGENDA REPORT 
r - P ~ . F -  _. _ . , . -  
i .,.. : .  ;, - ; c 2  

Office of the City Manager 
Deborah Edgerly 
Community and Economic Development Agency 
April 20,2004 
Public Hearing pursuant to Oakland Planning Code Section 17.102.220 to 
consider the Planning Commission’s Recommendation that the City Council 
adopt a Resolution approving the Reclamation Plan Amendment and Revised 
Financial Assurances for the Leona Quarry 

SUMMARY 

This public hearing concerns an approval necessary to implement the Leona Quarry Residential 
Project (the “Project”), approved by the City Council on February 17,2004. In conformity with 
Section 17.102.220 of the Oakland Planning Code, the Planning Commission held a public 
hearing on this matter on April 7,2004 and has recommended that the City Council adopt the 
attached resolution approving the proposed reclamation plan amendment and revised financial 
assurances. This action is required to comply with the State Surface Mining and Reclamation 
Act, the City’s Surface Mining Ordinance and a condition of City Council Resolution 78358 (as 
amended by Resolution 78359), approving the Leona Quarry Residential Project. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
Adoption of the Reclamation Plan Amendment and Revised Financial Assurances has no fiscal 
impact. As required through the Conditions of Approval (COA) previously adopted by the City 
Council, all costs for City staff and professional services to monitor the project, review plans, 
conduct inspections will be recovered through fees paid by the Project Applicant. The 
implementation of the project is expected to have a beneficial fiscal impact through increased 
sales tax and property tax revenues. 

BACKGROUND 

Background and Purpose of the Reclamation Plan Amendment. This public hearing concerns an 
approval necessary to implement the Leona Quarry Residential Project (the “Project”) that was 
approved by the City Council on February 17,2004. The Council has the final jurisdiction 
regarding reclamation plans. The City Council’s approval of the Project was conditioned upon 
obtaining a Reclamation Plan Amendment consistent with the proposed residential use. 
Specifically, the Council determined that: 

Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the Project Applicant shall obtain an 
amendment to the current Reclamation Plan that is consistent with the Planned 
Unit Development, Vesting Tentative Map, these Conditions of Approval and all 
requirements of the State Mining and Reclamation Act (“SMARA”). This 
amendment may be obtained from the City. 
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SUSTAINABLE OPPORTUNITIES 

The Reclamation Plan Amendment would provide for the reclamation and revegetation of the 
present quarry, resulting in improved visual quality and habitat in this portion of Oakland. In 
addition, the project includes a comprehensive set of sustainability measures, including: 

Environmental The provision of solar energy, through a large array of photovoltaic 
panels located on the main, south facing slope, for the complete power needs offifteen 
percent of the units in the lower development area. 
Social Equity: The project will serve to create a safer environment where the open space 
and recreational features on the site will be maintained safely and appropriately, with 
funding assured by the Geological Hazard Abatement District (GHAD). 
Economic: The GHAD will assure that required services are provided in a responsible 
manner for the community where they are needed. 

DISABILITY AND SENIOR CITIZEN ACCESS 

Through the Conditions of Approval for the project, the Project Applicant must contribute 
$500,000 toward a senior citizen housing project located in the Eastmont Town Center. The 
project, as required by federal and state law, will include accessibility features for disabled 
citizens. 

RECOMMENDATION(S) AND RATIONALE 

Adopt the attached resolution approving the application of the DeSilva Group LLC for a 
Reclamation Plan Amendment and Revised Financial Assurances. This action is consistent with 
prior approvals granted to this project. 

ACTION REQUESTED OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

1.  
2. Close the public hearing. 
3. 

Open'the public hearing and take public testimony concerning this agenda item. 

Adopt the attached resolution making the findings set forth therein and approving the 
application of the DeSilva Group LLC for a Reclamation Plan Amendment and 
Revised Financial Assurances for the Leona Quarry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

& @  
Claudia Cappio, D elopment Director 

Prepared by: John Truxaw, Project Manager 
CEDA - Planning 
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APPROVED AND FORWARDED TO THE 
CITY COUNCIL: 

Attachments: 
Proposed Resolution 
Planning Commission Staff Report including: 
A. Text of Reclamation Plan Amendment 
B. Site Plans for Reclamation Plan Amendment 
C. Financial Assurances Cost Estimate 
D. Approval of the Reclamation Plan Amendment by the California Department of 

Conservation / Office of Mine Reclamation 
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RESOLUTION APROVING THE APPLICATION OF THE DE SILVA GROUP LLC 
FOR A RECLAMATION PLAN AMENDMENT AND REVISED FINANCIAL 

ASSUFUNCES FOR THE LEONA QUARRY 

WHEREAS the Leona Quarry is an active surface mine operating in the City of Oakland 
pursuant to a reclamation plan approved in 1988; and 

WHEREAS the current reclamation plan for the Quarry allows for the quarrying of 10 
million cubic yards of material in addition to what has been quamed to date; and 

WHEREAS the DeSilva Group LLC has sought and obtained permission from the City of 
Oakland to convert the Leona Quarry site to a residential community consisting of 423 homes 
(the Residential Project); and 

WHEREAS the development of the Residential Project requires that the cument mining 
operations cease and that the current reclamation plan be replaced by one that does not permit the 
extensive quarrying currently allowed and that requires that the site be left in a safe and stable 
condition compatible with the approved Residential Project; and 

WHEREAS on February 17,2004 the City Council adopted its Resolutions 78358 and 
78359 making certain findings and certifying the Final Environmental Impact Report (the Final 
EIR) and Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (the Final SEIR) prepared for the 
Residential Project and imposing conditions of approval including conditions requiring the 
mitigation of environmental impacts of the Residential Project; and 

WHEREAS Ordinance 12496 C.M.S. establishes the procedures to be followed in acting 
on a request to amend a reclamation plan; and 

WHEREAS, in compliance with ordinance 12496, on April 7,2004 the Planning 
Commission held a pubic hearing and recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution 
approving the Reclamation Plan Amendment and the Amended Financial Assurances, and 

WHEREAS in Eurther compliance with ordinance 12496, on April 20,2004 the City 
Council held a duly noticed public hearing at which all interested members of the public were 
provided the opporhmity to comment on the Reclamation Plan Amendment and Revised 
Financial Assurances; and 

WHEREAS the environmental review for this project is set forth in the Final EIR 
prepared in September 2002 and the Final SEIR prepared in January 2004; and 

WHEREAS. on Febniarv 17. 2004. the Citv Council certified the Final EIR as revised and , .  
supplemented by the Final SEIR; and 
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WHEREAS the City Council has reviewed the reclamation plan amendment and 
other information in the record and has determined that no additional environmental 
review of the Project is warranted because (I)  the reclamation plan amendment and its 
potential environmental effects were fully studied in the Final EIR/Final SEIR; (2) there 
are no substantial changes proposed for the Project or in the surrounding circumstances 
that would require major revisions of the Final EIWFinal SEIR; and (3) there is no new 
information, which could not have been known when the Final EWFinal SEIR was 
certified, indicating new or more severe environmental impacts, feasibility of mitigation 
measures previously found to be infeasible, or considerably different mitigation measures 
or alternatives the project proponents decline to adopt which would reduce significant 
impacts; 

WHEREAS the City Council finds, for the reasons stated after each of the 
following findings, as follows: 

(1) That the Reclamation Plan complies with SMARA Sections 2772 and 2773, 
and any other applicable provisions. 

City staff has reviewed the Reclamation Plan Amendment and has found it to 
comply with SMARA. Moreover, the State Ofice of Mining Reclamation (OMR) - 
the expert California agency with authority over SMARA compliance and suifiace 
mining activities throughout the state and with specialized knowledge in mining 
and reclumation - has determined that the Reclamation Plun Amendment 
complies with SMARA. 

(2) That the Reclamation Plan complies with applicable requirements of State 
regulations (CCR $3500- 3505, and § 3700 -2313). 

City staff has reviewed the Reclamation Plan Amendment and found it to comply 
witlt SMARA 's implementing regulations. Moreover, OMR - the expert 
California agency with specialized knowledge in mining and reclamation - has 
determined that the Reclamation Plan Amendment complies with SMARA 's 
regulations. 

(3) That the Reclamation Plan and potential use of reclaimed land pursuant to the 
plan are consistent with this Chapter, the City's General Plan and any applicable 
resource plan, element or an Approved Plan. 

The Reclamation Plan Amendment and the end use ofthe site are consistent with 
Chapter 17.102.220 of the City of Oakland's Zoning Code. The City Council 
previously found on Februan~ 17, 2004. that the overall Leona Qirariy 
Residentid Project is consistent with the City 's General Plan. 

(4) That the Reclamation Plan has been reviewed pursuant to CEQA and the 
City's environmental review guidelines. and all sigificant adverse impacts from 
reclamation of the surface mining operations are mitigated to the maximum extent 
feasible. 


































































































