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ORDINANCE NO. C.M.S. 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING OAKLAND MUNICIPAL CODE 
SECTIONS 3.12.050, 3.12.060. AND 3.12.200 TO: (1) CHANGE THE 
LIMIT FOR INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS FROM $700 FOR EACH 
OF THE ELECTIONS - THE PRIMARY AND THE GENERAL - TO 
$1,000 FOR THE CONSOLIDATED RANKED CHOICE ELECTION; 
(2) CHANGE THE LIMIT FOR BROAD-BASED POLITICAL 
COMMITTEE CONTRIBUTIONS FROM $1,300 FOR EACH OF THE 
ELECTIONS - THE PRIMARY AND THE GENERAL - TO $1,600 
FOR THE CONSOLIDATED RANKED CHOICE ELECTION; AND (3) 
CHANGE THE VOLUNTARY EXPENDITURE CEILINGS FOR 
CANDIDATES FOR CITY OFFICES FROM THE CURRENT LIMITS 
FOR EACH OF THE ELECTIONS - THE PRIMARY AND THE 
GENERAL - TO 40% MORE THAN THOSE LIMITS FOR THE 
CONSOLIDATED RANKED CHOICE ELECTION. 

WHEREAS, because of the historic implementation of Ranked Choice Voting ("RCV") in 
Oakland, the primary and general elections will be consolidated in 2010 and thereafter, 
and 

WHEREAS, under the former election system, contribution and expenditure limits 
applied to each election, meaning candidates in run-off elections could collect double 
the contribution limit and spend double the expenditure limit during the combined 
primary and general election periods; and 

WHEREAS, with RCV, the campaign season will change from two election periods to 
one; and 

WHEREAS, the contribution limits and expenditure ceilings are subject to automatic 
increases based on the San Francisco Bay Area Consumer Price Index, and 

WHEREAS, the legal limits for candidates who voluntarily accept expenditure limits has 
most recently been set at $700 for individuals and $1,300 for broad based committees, 
even though the original amounts of $500 for individuals and $1,000 for broad based 
committees appears in the original ordinance language being modified by this 
ordinance. 
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THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OAKLAND DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The City Council finds and determines the foregoing recitals to be true 
and correct and hereby adopts and incorporates them into this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2. The Municipal Code is hereby amended to add, delete, or modify sections 
as set forth below (section numbers and titles are indicated in bold type; additions are 
indicated by underscoring and deletions are indicated by strike through typo; portions of 
the regulations not cited or not shown in underscoring or strike-through type are not 
changed. 

SECTION 3. the Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

3.12.050 - Limitations on contributions from persons. 

A. No person shall make to any candidate for city office and the controlled 
committee of such a candidate, and no such candidate for city office and the 
candidate's controlled committee shall accept from any such person, a 
contribution or contributions totaling more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for 
each election except as stated in subsection B of this section. 

B. For candidates who adopt the expenditure ceilings as defined in Article IV of this 
Act, no person shall make to a candidate for city office and the controlled 
committee of such candidate, and no such candidate for city office and the 
controlled committee of such candidate shall accept contributions totaling more 
than five one thousand hundred dollars ($5001.000.00) from any person for each 
election. 

C. Any person who makes independent expenditures supporting or opposing a 
candidate for city office shall not accept any contribution for the purpose of 
influencing elections for city office in excess of the amounts stated in 
subsections. 

D. This section is not intended to prohibit or regulate contributions to persons or 
broad based political committees for the purpose of influencing elections for 
offices other than city offices. 
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E. Upon the effective date of the ordinance codified in this section, persons making 
independent expenditures supporting or opposing a candidate for city office shall 
separately account for contributions received and contributions or expenditures 
made for the purpose of influencing such elections for city office. Where a person' 
has separately accounted for such contributions and expenditures for such' 
elections for city office, contributors to that person may contribute more than the| 
amount set forth in subsection A of this section, so long as no portion of the', 
contribution in excess of the set forth amounts is used to influence elections fori 
city office. 

F. Candidates for city office shall not be held responsible for violations of this I 
provision by any person. \ 

G. Beginning January 1, 2001, the City Clerk shall once annually, on a calendar 
year basis, increase the contribution limitation amounts upon a finding that the 
cost of living in the immediate San Francisco Bay Area, as shown on the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) for all items in the San Francisco Bay Area as 
published by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, has increased. 
The increase of the contribution limitation amounts shall not exceed the CPI 
increase, using 1999 as the index year. The adjustment shall be rounded to the 
nearest one hundred (100). The City Clerk shall publish the contribution limitation 
amounts no later than February 1 st of each year. 

3.12.060 - Limitations on contributions from broad-based political 
committees. 

A. No broad-based political committee shall make to any candidate for city office 
and the controlled committee of such a candidate, nor shall a candidate and the 
candidate's controlled committee accept from a broad-based political committee, 
a contribution or contributions totaling more than two hundred fifty dollars 
($250.00) for each election except as stated in subsection B of this section. 

B. For candidates who adopt the expenditure ceilings as defined in Article IV of this 
Act, no broad-based political committee shall make to any candidate for city 
office and the controlled committee of such candidate, nor shall a candidate and 
the candidate's controlled committee accept from a broad-based political 
committee, a contribution or contributions totaling more than one thousand six 
hundred dollars ($4:0001,600.00) for each election. 

C. Any broad-based political committee that makes independent expenditures 
supporting or opposing a candidate for city office shall not accept any 
contribution for the purpose of influencing elections for city office in excess of the 
amounts stated in subsection A of this section. 
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D. This section is not intended to prohibit or regulate contributions to persons or 
broad-based political committees for the purpose of influencing elections foii 
offices other than city offices. 

E. Upon the effective date of the ordinance codified in this section, a broad-based 
political committee making independent expenditures supporting or opposing a 
candidate for city office shall separately account for contributions received and 
contributions or expenditures made for the purpose of influencing such elections 
for city office. Where a broad-based political committee has separately' 
accounted for such contributions and expenditures for such elections for city 
office, contributors to that broad-based politicalcommittee may contribute more , 
than the amounts set forth in subsection A of this section, so long as no portion | 
of the contribution in excess of the set forth amounts is used to influence j 
elections for city office. ; 

F. Candidates for city office shall not be held responsible for violations of this 
provision by any broad-based political committee. 

G. Beginning January 1, 2001, the City Clerk shall once annually, on a calendar 
year basis, increase the contribution limitation amounts upon a finding that the 
cost of living in the immediate San Francisco Bay Area, as shown on the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) for all items in the San Francisco Bay Area as 
published by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, has increased. 
The increase of the contribution limitation amounts shall not exceed the CPI 
increase, using 1999 as the index year. The adjustment shall be rounded to the 
nearest one hundred (100). The City Clerk shall publish the contribution limitation 
amounts no later than February 1st of each year. 

3.12.200 - Amount of expenditure ceilings. 

A candidate for office of Mayor who voluntarily agrees to expenditure ceilings 
shall not make qualified expenditures exceeding seventy ninety-eight cents ($.7098) per 
resident for each election in which the candidate is seeking elective office. A candidate 
for other citywide offices who voluntarily agrees to expenditure ceilings shall not make 
qualified expenditures exceeding fifty seventy cents ($.§070) per resident for each 
election in which the candidate is seeking office. A candidate for District City 
Councilmember who voluntarily agrees to expenditure ceilings shall not make qualified 
expenditures exceeding one dollar and fifty two dollars and ten cents ( $ 4 T ^ 2 . 1 0 ) per 
resident in the electoral district for each election in which the candidate is seeking 
elective office. A candidate for School Board Director who voluntarily agrees to 
expenditure ceilings shall not make qualified campaign expenditures exceeding one 
dollar forty cents ($4T001^40) per resident for each election in the electoral district for 
each election for which the candidate is seeking office. Residency of each electoral 
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district shall be determined by the latest decennial census population figures available', 
for that district. 

Beginning in 1999, the City Clerk shall once annually on a calendar year basis| 
increase the expenditure ceiling amounts upon a finding that the cost of living in the: 
immediate San Francisco Bay Area, as shown on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) fori 
all items in the San Francisco Bay Area as published by the U.S. Department of Labor,' 
Bureau of Statistics, has increased. The increase of the expenditure ceiling amounts, 
shall not exceed the CPI Increase, using 1998 as the index year. The increase shall be ^ 
rounded to the nearest thousand. The City Clerk shall publish the expenditure ceiling. 
amounts no later than February 1st of each year. i 

Section 3. Severabil i ty. If any article, section, subsection sentence, clause or phrase ^ 
of this ordinance or exhibit is held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the offending portion ! 
shall be severed and shall not affect the validity of remaining portions, which shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

Section 4. Effective Date: This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 
final adoption of it receives six or more affirmative votes; otherwise it shall become 
effective upon the seventh day after final adoption. 

IN COUNCIL, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, , 20. 

PASSED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES - BROOKS, DE LA FUENTE, KAPLAN, KERNIGHAN, NADEL, QUAN, REID, and PRESIDENT BRUNNER 

NOES-

ABSENT -

ABSTENTION -

ATTEST: 
LaTonda Simmons , 

City Clerk and Clerk of the ' 
Council of the City of Oakland, California 

DATE OF ATTESTATION; ! 
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