
OAKLAND CITY COU NClL 
RESOLUTION No. 7 7 9 4 2  C.M.S.  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT WITH THE SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS ALLIANCE IN 
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $80,000, FOR “ECONOMIC 
GARDENING” SERVICES TO OAKLAND BUSINESSES TO 
INCREASE SALES AND ENHANCE SUSTAINABILITY OF THEIR 
OPERATIONS 

WHEREAS, the City Council has identified the retention and expansion of businesses 
in support of the City’s long range economic development plan as one of its key goals; and 

WHEREAS, “Economic Gardening” is an innovative and highly specialized approach 
to business retention and expansion which offers participating companies access to advanced 
customer databases, web marketing analysis and support, and other customized marketing 
expertise designed to increase sales, employment, and associated tax revenue; and 

WHEREAS, the OaklandiBerkeley Recycling Market Development Zone (RMDZ), 
which is headquartered in the Economic Development Division of CEDA, allocated $80,000 
of its FY 2002-03 budget for an Economic Gardening project (coding block 1710.88559- 
54919-P236710) to be spent during FY 2003-05; and 

WHEREAS, the Sustainable Business Alliance has offered Economic Gardening 
services to businesses in Berkeley and Oakland since the latter part of 2001, and is the only 
known practitioner with the necessary experience, reputation, accessibility and knowledge 
that constitutes the full range of services required; and 

WHEREAS, consistent with the City of Oakland’s Sustainability Initiative (passed by 
the Council on 12/1/98), the proposed project shall also offer resource conservation assistance 
and will, as a secondary goal of the project, test and evaluate a draft sustainability screen for 
participating businesses; and 

WHEREAS, the Council finds that this contract is of a professional nature, and that 
retaining a third party provider may elicit a greater response from the private sector than if 
such effort were undertaken by City staff; and 
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