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TO: Rules and Legislation Committee 

SUBJECT: Resolution in Support of a Ban on Drilling, Fracking In Waters Off The California 
Coast. 

DATE: September 21, 2017 

Dear Members of the Rules and Legislation Committee, 

Councilmember Kalb respectfully ask you to adopt the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF (1) A BAN ON NEW DRILLING, FRACKING, 
AND OTHER WELL STIMULATION IN FEDERAL AND STATE WATERS OFF 
THE CALIFORNIA COAST, (2) A BAN ON NEW FEDERAL OIL AND GAS 
LEASES IN THE PACIFIC, ATLANTIC, ARCTIC OCEANS AND THE 
EASTERN GULF OF MEXICO—AREAS CURRENTLY PROTECTED FROM 
NEW LEASES; AND 3) A RAPID PHASE-OUT OF ALL OIL AND GAS 
EXTRACTION OFF THE CALIFORNIA COAST ON A RAPID SCHEDULE 
SUFFICIENT TO RESPOND TO THE CLIMATE CRISIS. 

FROM: 

DAN KALB 
Councilmember District 1 

(510) 238-7001 
E-mail: dkalb@oaklandnet.com 

Thank you! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Councilmember Kalb 
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OAKLAND CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION NO. C.M.S. 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER DAN KALB 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF (1) A BAN ON NEW DRILLING, 
FRACKING, AND OTHER WELL STIMULATION IN FEDERAL AND 
STATE WATERS OFF THE CALIFORNIA COAST, (2) A BAN ON NEW 
FEDERAL OIL AND GAS LEASES IN THE PACIFIC, ATLANTIC, ARCTIC 
OCEANS AND THE EASTERN GULF OF MEXICO—AREAS 
CURRENTLY PROTECTED FROM NEW LEASES; AND 3) A RAPID 
PHASE-OUT OF ALL OIL AND GAS EXTRACTION OFF THE 
CALIFORNIA COAST ON A RAPID SCHEDULE SUFFICIENT TO 
RESPOND TO THE CLIMATE CRISIS. 

WHEREAS, the City of Oakland values our state's ocean waters and coasts that 
provide habitat to a vast array of wildlife, including whales, sea turtles, birds, and fish 
that depend on a healthy and clean environment; and 

WHEREAS, our city's residents and visitors enjoy California's ocean and 
beaches for recreational activities, and depend on them for tourism and to support 
coastal economies; and 

WHEREAS, offshore oil and gas drilling off the Pacific coast puts these coastal 
resources at risk of oil spills and other damage; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Oakland opposes an expansion of offshore oil and gas 
drilling, fracking, and other well stimulation because of the threat to people, our coast, 
wildlife, and climate; and 

WHEREAS, a massive oil spill in 1969 off the coast of Santa Barbara fouled 
coastal waters and caused catastrophic environmental damage, and in 2015 a pipeline 
servicing offshore oil platforms burst and fouled the coast, damaging wildlife and coastal 
recreation areas; and 



WHEREAS, the federal government has taken recent steps to vastly expand 
offshore oil and gas leasing in the Pacific, Atlantic, Arctic oceans and the eastern Gulf of 
Mexico that have been largely off-limits to new federal leasing; and 

WHEREAS, hydraulic fracturing and other unconventional oil extraction 
techniques such as acid fracturing, matrix acidizing, gravel packing, and cyclic steam 
injection collectively referred to here as "tracking and other well stimulation," provide 
another means to expand offshore oil and gas extraction off California's coast; and 

WHEREAS, tracking and other well stimulation increase pollution and the risk of 
oil spills and earthquakes, and the offshore oil industry is permitted to dump more than 
nine billion gallons of wastewater into the Pacific every year, including wastewater from 
tracking that may be laced with toxic chemicals that can harm human health and 
wildlife; and 

WHEREAS, the State of California prohibits new leasing in state waters because 
of the unacceptably high risk of damage and disruption to the marine environment of the 
state; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor of California, the State Senate, the State Lands 
Commission and cities, including Los Angeles, have called for no new federal offshore 
leases in the Pacific Ocean, and several municipalities have called for limits to onshore 
tracking including Marin County, Alameda County, Santa Cruz County, San Benito 
County, Butte County, and the City of San Francisco; and 

WHEREAS, offshore drilling, tracking, and other well stimulation deepen our 
dependence on fossil fuels and undermine the state's efforts to address climate change 
by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and moving toward renewable energy; and 

WHEREAS, President Donald J. Trump's America First Offshore Energy 
Executive Order could open the Pacific, Atlantic, Arctic oceans and the Eastern Gulf of 
Mexico to new drilling, tracking, and other well stimulation putting California's coastal 
resources at risk of more oil spills and climate change; and now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the City of Oakland supports (1) a ban on new drilling, tracking, 
and other well stimulation in federal and state waters off the California coast, (2) a ban 
on new federal oil and gas leases in the Pacific, Atlantic, Arctic oceans and the Eastern 
Gulf of Mexico—areas currently protected from new leases; and 3) a rapid phase-out of 
all oil and gas extraction off the California coast on a rapid schedule sufficient to 
respond to the climate crisis; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the City Administrator is hereby instructed to send 
a copy of this resolution to the President of the United States, Congresswoman Barbara 
Lee, United State Senators Dianne Feinstein and Kamala Harris, Governor Jerry Brown, 
the Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the President 
of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the Chief Executive Officer of the National 
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Governor's Association, the Chief Executive Officer of the National League of Cities, 
and the Executive Director of ICLEI USA—Local Governments for Sustainability. 

IN COUNCIL, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, 

PASSED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES - BROOKS, CAMPBELL WASHINGTON, GALLO, GIBSON MCELHANEY, GUILLEN, 
KALB, KAPLAN, AND PRESIDENT REID 

NOES-

ABSENT -

ABSTENTION -

ATTEST: 
LATONDA SIMMONS 

City Clerk and Clerk of the Council of 
the City of Oakland, California 
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