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~ Additional Whereas Clauses Recognlzmg Black Oakland Re5|dents,
Reparat|onal Harm, and Contnbutlons

WHEREAS the City of Oakland recognizes that its 1dent1ty culture economic strength, civic
leadershlp, and social justice movements have been profoundly shaped by the generations
_of Black residents, families, workers; entrepreneurs, artists, faith leaders, activists, and
CO_mmunity organizations who built and contributed to the foundation of Oakland; and

WHEREAS the City acknowledges the historic and ongoing harms experienced by Black

- communities resulting from slavery, racial segregation, discriminatory federal, state, and
“local policies, exclusionary housing practices, redlining, urban renewal displacement,

; discri_minatory lending, and other systemic barriers that limited access to homeownership,

- wealth creation, education, employment, and economic opportunity; and - | o

' ‘WHEREAS, the City‘recognizes that Black residents in Oakland experienced significant loss

of land, housing stability, and generational wealth through racially discriminatory housing' B '
practices, including redlining, predatory lending, displacement pressures, and policies that -
" contributed to the decline of Black homeownership and the forced dlsplacement oflongtlme
Oakland families; and

WHEREAS, the City acknowledges that the War on Drugs and related criminal justice
policies disproportionately impacted Black Oakland residents, families, and neighborhoods,
- resulting in increased incarceration, barriers to employment, family separation, loss of

~ economic moblhty, and long- term communlty harm and :

WHEREAS, the City recogmzes that des_plte these barrlers, Black Oakland residents have
' demonstrated extraordinary resilience and leadership by advancing civil rights, building
businesses, strengthening neighborhoods, creating cultural institutions, advocating for
" justice, and contrlbutmg to Oakland’s reputation. asa natxonal center for equ1ty act1v15m
and soc1al change and '

WHEREAS the C1ty acknowledges that hlstorlcal 1nequ1t1es have contrlbuted to per51stent
' dlsparltles affecting Black residents, mcludmg dlsparxtles in hous1ng access, contractmg
opportunities, business ownersh1p, education, employment, health outcomes, and.

' participation in emergmg economlc sectors; and
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- WHEREAS, the City affirms that true refuge, belonging, and justice require the recognition
and protection of all communities impacted by historic discrimination, including Black
communities whose’ struggles for freedom, equality, and c1v1l rights helped establlsh many

. of the protectlons and Values Oakland embraces today, and )

WHEREAS the Clty is committed to advancmg pohc1es that address historic harms
v promote restorative and reparatlve ;ustlce expand equitable access to opportunity, and"
“ensure that Black residents and future generations are 1ncluded in Oakland s economic,
' cultural and civic future, and '

} WHEREAS Oakland’s commltment to being a City of Refuge includes honorlng the
_contributions, protectmg the dignity, and afﬁrmmg the humanity of all communities that
" have faced systemic exclusion, displacement, discrimination; or denial of equal opportunity;
- and - ! = o ; ; S

 WHEREAS, the City of Oakland recognizes that honoring and celebrating its Black
hometown heroes is more than an-act of historical recognition—it is an investment in the
City's future. By pubhcly acknowledgmg the achievements, resﬂlence innovation, and
AL leadershlp of Black Oakland residents who have remained steadfast through decades of
economic hardship, dls_place_ment, systemlc discrimination, and social mequltles, the City .'
affirms that such recognition strengthens civic pride, preserves Oakland's cultural legacy,
promotes cultural tourism, attracts investment, expands educational opportunltxes :
supports Black- owned busmesses inspires future generations, and contributes to the
: creatlon of generatlonal wealth and inclusive econom1c growth for Black commumtles and
 the City oankland asa whole and '

WHEREAS the City honors the. resxhence of Black Oakland residents who remalned rooted
" in the City through decades of economic hardshlp, dlsplacement pressures nelghborhood
change and systemic 1nequ1t1es and acknowledges their enduring contrlbutlons to -
5 preservmg Oakland’s hlstory, culture commumty strength and legacy, and
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. WHEREAS the City afﬁrms its commltment to uphftmg and preservmg these stories ,' =
‘through civic recogmtlon including honoring Black leaders and community champions
through the City of Oakland’s Walk of Fame and other publlc acknowledgments that ensure
current and future generations recognize the Iastmg 1mpact of Black excellence .
' perseverance and COl’ltI‘lbuthHS to the City of Oakland

Respectfully Submitted,
Ken Houston Son OI'f»Oakl.and ”

' ~Divstr'ict_7 Councilmember




