
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OAKLAND PLANNING CODE TO 
ALLOW THE CONVERSION OF EXISTING NON-RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDINGS TO RESIDENTIALLY-ORIENTED JOINT LIVING AND 
WORKING QUARTERS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA BOUNDED BY 
HIGHWAY 980/BRUSH STREET, THE ESTUARY SHORELINE, THE 
LAKE MERRlTTlESTUARY CHANNEL, THE WESTERN SHORE OF 
LAKE MERRITT, AND 27TH STREET 

WHEREAS, in October 1996, the Oakland City Council approved a 
resolution declaring the City's support of public transit and other transportation 
alternatives to the single-occupant vehicle, and stated the City's intent to explore 
development of incentives such as density bonuses and reduced parking 
requirements to encourage development near transit as part of the City's Zoning 
Code Update; and 

WHEREAS, an updated Land Use and Transportation Element of the 
Oakland General Plan was adopted by the Oakland City Council in March, 1998 
to guide future land use and development in the city; and the Estuary Policy Plan, 
a component of the Land Use and Transportation Element, was adopted in 1999 
to provide a framework for future land use and development of the area between 
the Nimitz Freeway and the Estuary shoreline; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council certified the accompanying Environmental 
Impact Reports to the Land Use and Transportation Element and Estuary Policy 
Plan, and these ElRs addressed the potential impacts of future development in 
the downtown area; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Use and Transportation Element contains 
objectives to increase the use of alternative modes of transportation by directing 
more intensive land development and redevelopment activities close to the city's 
urban core and major transit installations such as the 12Ih Street, lgth Street, and 
Lake Merritt BART Stations and major bus lines; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Use and Transportation Element and the Estuary 
Policy Plan contain objectives for Oakland's downtown that promote: maximizing 
housing opportunities to create a better sense of community and a 24-hour 












