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A RESOLUTION OF THE OAKL/AND GITY COUltlClL TO ADOPT A
GOAL TO ACHIEVE CARBON NEUTRALTTY BY 21145

U|HEREAS, on Septembr 27, 2006, Califomia Governor Arnold
Schwarzeneggersigned into lawAssembly Bill32 (AB eZ;, orthe Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006, committing Califomia to reducing stratewide greenhouse gas
(GHG) erhissions to 2000 levels by 2010, to t9S) levels by 2O20, and to a level 80
perent belonr 1990 levels by 2050; and

WHEREAS, in 2009, the City Councilapproved a preliminary GHG reduction
target for the year 2050 of 83 percent below 2fi)5 levels, functionally equivalent to
carbon neutrality; and

WHEREAS, on April29, 2015, Califomia Govemor Edrnund G. Brown, Jr.,
signed Executive Order B-3G15, establishing an interim Statewide GHG reduction
target ot40 percent hlow 1990 levels by 2030, which was set into law througfr SB 32
on September 8, 2016; and

}YHEREAS, on August 10, 2015, the City of Oakland enterd the Global ,

Covenant of Mayors, pledging the City to inventory and report GHG emissions at least
every three years, disdose dimate hazards within one year, and disclose dimate
rrulnerabilities within two years; and

WHEREAS, on December6,2015 atthe U.N. Climate Change Conference of
Parties in Paris, Mayor Scfraaf signed the Under 2 Memorandum of Understanding
(Under 2 MOU), committing Oakland to limil emissions to 80 to 95 percent below 1990
levels, or below two mefiic tons per capita, by 2050, which is the lerrel of emission
reduction believed necessary to limit global warming to less than 2"C by the end of this
century; and

Yt IIEREAS, on April 22,2}16,the United States signed onto the Paris
Agreement,.in which 175 nations reognized the threat of climate change and the
urgent need to combat it by agreeing to keep global warming tvell below two degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels", and to "pursue efforts to limit the temperature
increase to 1.5 degrees; and
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WHEREAS, on June 1, 2015, Mayor Schaaf signed the Pacific North funerica
Climate Leadership Agreement (PNACIS) at the Clean Energy Ministerial conference in
San FraRcisco, an agreement between cities of Vancower, Seattle, Portland, San
Francisco, Oakland, and Los Angeles, as well as the stateslprovinces of Califomia,
Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia, etaHishing a formal commitnent to pursue
joint efforts to redue GHG emissions thmugh adv.and progmms focused on
eliminating fossilfuds fuom buildings, creating clean energy, reducing waste, supporting
electric vehides, and greening municipal and port operations; and

UllllEREAS, on June 1,2017, President Donald Trump announced his intent to
withdrawthe United States ftom the Pads Agreriment; and

WHEREAS, on September 10, 2018, Califomia Govemorl"rw Brown signed
Executive Order 8-5+'18, committing Califomia to acfrieving carbon neutrality no later
than 2M5, and achieving and maintaining net negative emissions thereafie[ and

WHEREAS, on Octobe r 7, 2O1 8,the lntergovemmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) released the Special Report on GlobalWanning of 1.5"C to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change stating that the curfent rate of
global narming (approximately + 9.2 degrces Celsius/decade) ls elqpected to increase
global mean surface temperaturc to 1.5"C above pre-industrial levels between the years
of 2030 and Z)52; and

YUIIEREAS, on October 30, 2018, the Oakland City Council unan[mguqly
adopted Resolution 87397 C.M.S. declaring a climate emLrgency and reluesting
regional collabomtion on an immediate just trcnsition and emergenry mobilization effort
to restore a safe climate; and

YUIIEREAS, the 2018 IPCC Special Report estimates that to have a 66 percent
chance of limiting global warming to 1.5"C, we cannot exceed our remaining "carbon
budget," which is equal to about 10 years of current-level greenhouse gas emissions;
and

UUIIEREAS, the 2018|PCC Special Report le@mmends "deep emissions
reductions'and'mpid, far-reaching and unplecedented cfranges in all aspects of
societf in orderto stay within 1.5"C of temperaturc rise and avoid the worst impacts of
dimate change;and

VUIIEREAS, on January 22,z}1g,the Oakland City Council unanimously
adopted Resolution 87511 C.M.S. supporting a Green New Dealand directing the City
Administratror to incorpomte principles of the Green Nerr Deal into the Energy and
Climate Action Plan for Oaktand; and

WHEREAS, cunent global warming has mnkibuted to the increasing frequency
and intensity of wilffires, floods, dtoughts, heat waves, and hunicanes; and.

UI}IEREAS, the current pace of sea-level rise is already irnpac'ting Califomia's
coastine, increasing the extent and tequency of flooding in Oakland, with the possibility
of as much as 66 inches of total sea-level rise by 2100; and
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WHEREAS, dimate c.hange and the global economt's overshoot of ecological
limits are driving the sixth mass extinction of species; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. has contibuted greafly to these climate and ecological
crises and bears an ex$aordinary responsibility to help solve them; and

UUI{EREAS, restoring a safe and stable dimate requires mobilization at all levels
of govemment and society on a scale, scope, and speed not seen since World War
Two; and

WH EREAS, marginalized communities worldwideinclud in g people of color,
immigrants, indigenous mmmunities, low{nmme people, flrose with disabilities, and the
unhoused-are already disproportionately atrected by climate change and must benefit
firstfom a just &ansition to a sustainable and equitable economy; and

WHEREAS, efforts to con$ol climate change will have many other beneficial
efiects, such as cleaner air and urater, employment closer to home, cost savings for
households and the City, and tre priceless seation of community; and

WHEREAS, the City of Oakland must do everything in its power to swiftly mnvert
to an mlogically, meially, and economically sustainable economy; and

WI{EREAS, by adopting ambitious greenhouse gas emissions reductions
targets, the City of Oakland can demonshte local climate action leadetship as well as
align wisr the vision of Califomia Executive Order 8-5$'18 and with the goals of the
Paris Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the achievement of carbon neutality will require both signiftcant
reductions in GHG emissions and removal of carbon dioxide from the atrnosphere,
induding sequestration in urban forests, soils, and other natural landscapes; and

ytttlEREAS, by adopting a carbon neufiality target, the Gity of Oakland can
further demonstrate local climate action Ieadership as well as align with the vision of
Califomia Executive Order 8-5$18; and

IY}IEREAS, the City of Oaldand has a history of leadership in addressing climate
change, including having achieved an estimated 24 percent reduction in GHG
emissions below 2005levels by 2017; and

UUIIEREAS, a goal of carbon neutrality by 20(5 aligns strategically with existing
City mmmitments and initiatives aimed at GHG emissions reductions; nour, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED: That the City reaffirms its commitment to acfrieving the absolute
greenhouse gas reduction targets adopted by the City Council on December 4, 2A12;
and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the City hereby establishes a goal to achieve
mmmunity-wide carbon neutality no laterthan 2(X5, and to achieve and maintain net-
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negative emission thereafter. This goal is in addition to the existing, absolute 
greenhouse gas reduction target; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That policies and programs undertaken to achieve 
carbon neutrality shall seek to support the health and economic resiliency of the 
community, protect vulnerable populations, and preserve Oakland's socioeconomic and 
cultural diversity in accordance with the City Council's adopted major goal. 

IN COUNCIL, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, 

PASSED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES- FORTUNATO BAS, GALLO, GIBSON MCELHANEY, KALB, REID, TAYLOR, THAO AND 
PRESIDENT KAPLAN 

NOES-

ABSENT-

ABSTENTION -
ATTEST: 

-----A--SH--A_R ___ E=E---D ____ _ 
Acting City Clerk and Acting Clerk of the 
Council of the City of Oakland, California 
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