APPROVED AS ] FORM A}DVALITY

CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

OAKLAND CITY COUNCIL
C.M.S.

RESOLUTION NO. 90841

RESOLUTION OF FINDINGS SUPPORTING AN EMERGENCY
ORDINANCE: 1) ADDING OAKLAND MUNICIPAL CODE
(“O.M.C.”) CHAPTER 15.06, “OAKLAND AMENDMENTS TO
THE CALIFORNIA ENERGY AND GREEN BUILDING CODES,”
RELATED TO BUILDING DECARBONIZATION, ENERGY
EFFICIENCY, AND PUBLIC HEALTH TO MEET THE CITY OF
OAKLAND’S RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND CLIMATE
GOALS; (2) REPEALING THE CITY OF OAKLAND’S LOCAL
AMENDMENTS TO THE 2022 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA
ENERGY CODE (TITLE 24, PART 6) AND THE 2022
CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING CODE (TITLE 24, PART 11)
AT OM.C. CHAPTER 15,04, PART 6 AND PART 11
ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS; AND
(3) ADOPTING APPROPRIATE CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT EXEMPTION FINDINGS

WHEREAS, the State of California adopts a new California Model Building Construction
Code every six years that goes into effect throughout the State one hundred and eighty (180) days
after publication. The California Model Building Construction Code is contained in Title 24 of the
California Code of Regulations (hereafter "Title 24"), and consists of several parts that are based
upon model codes with amendments made by various State agencies; and

WHEREAS, the following editions of the California Model Building Construction Codes are the
most current in publication:

o California Energy Code, 2025 Edition, Title 24, Part 6;
¢ California Green Building Standards, 2025 Edition, Title 24, Part 11;

WHEREAS, the State 2025 Edition of the California Model Building Construction Code will
go into effect throughout California on January 1, 2026; and

WHEREAS, local jurisdictions are required to enforce the California Model Building
Construction Code but may also enact more stringent standards when reasonably necessary because of
local conditions caused by climatic, geologic, or topographic conditions; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Oakland (“City Council”) does hereby determine that
there is a need to enforce the most current editions of the California Model Building Construction Codes,



with local administrative and non-administrative amendments thereof, as recited herein for regulating
and controlling the desi 8&n, erection, construction, enlargement, installation, alteration, repair, relocation,
removal, use and occupancy, demolition, conversion, height and area, location and maintenance, and
quality of materials of all buildings and structures and plumbing, mechanical, electrical, energy
conservation, natural resource sustainable consumption (green building), and fire Suppression systems

and certain equipment within the Corporate boundaries of the City of Oakland (“City™); and

WHEREAS, as in past State code adoption cycles, the City repeals jts existing local amendments
to the 2022 Edition of the California Mode] Building Construction Code (2022 Oakland Amendments”)
in their entirety and enacts new local amendments to the 2025 Edition of the California Mode] Building
Construction Code (“2025 Oakland Amendments”); and '

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 130 (“AB 1307), signed by Governor Gavin Newsom on June 30,
2025, significant changes have been ntroduced to the triennial code cycle adoption and the local
amendment process for residential buildings and occupancies; and

WHEREAS, these changes will extend the typical three-year adoption cycle to six years, thereby
maintaining the 2025 California Model Building Standards Code until January 1, 2031 and prohibit local
Jurisdictions from submitting non-emergency amendments to residential building standards during the
same six-year period, unless the amendments pertain to stricter compliance within Wildland-Urban
Interface areas hole, which are in conflict therewith; and

 WHEREAS, pursuant to California Health & Safety Code section 17958.5, Jurisdictions may
adopt local administrative and non-administrative amendments of the most current editions of the
California Mode] Building Construction Codes in the intervening time between their dates of publication
on July 1, 2025, and their effective dates on January 1, 2026; and '

WHEREAS, pursuant to said Californig Health & Safety Code section, said local amendments

shall be set forth and adopted through an ordinance before the effective dates of the most current editions
of the California Model Building Construction Codes; and

ilding Standards Commission before the local changes or modifications can go into effect; and



WHEREAS, each of the foregoing CEQA exemptions provides a S€parate and independent basis
for CEQA compliance and, whep viewed individually or collectively, provide an overall basis for CEQA
compliance; and

WHEREAS, the City Council further hereby finds that the most current editions of the
California Model Building Construction Codes, with local amendments ag recited herein, shall be the
governing building construction codes for the City from and following September 30, 2025; and

to City Charter section 213; and

WHEREAS, the ECAP, Action B-2 establishes 3 goal for all existing buildings to be efficient
and all-electric by 2040, and requiring energy upgrades during significant renovations is a cost-effective

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted the Oakland 2045 General Plan Environmenta] Justice
Element (“gy Element”) (CMs. 89907), which documents severe health disparities and

disproportionate pollution burdens affecting EJ Communities ang mandates policies to improve ousing

WHEREAS, the City Counci] adopted the EJ Element as part of Phase One of the City’s Genera]
Plan Update on June 21, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the EJ Element serves to equitably advance the health and safety of the City’s
residents and businesses. and explicitly references and integrates the goals and Strategies of the City’s
ECAP.In alignment with the City's adopted greenhouse gas emissions reduction strategy, the EJ Element
makes it a City policy to facilitate the transition to all-electric buildings; and

WHEREAS, the combustion of hatural gas in homes contributes to indoor ajr pollution linked
to respiratory illness, and the City's older housing stock, concentrated i EJ Communities, is more likely
to contain inefficient and polluting appliances; and

WHEREAS, these amendments are g direct implementation of ECAP Actions B-1, B-2, B-4,
and TLU-3, and EJ Element Policies EJ-1.1, EJ-1.8, and EJ-1.11; and



NOw, THEREFORE, BEIT:

RESOLVED: That the City is unique among Californja Communities with respect to local
climatic, geological, topographical, and other conditjons. A specific list of findings that support the

Summary of the most significant Joca] conditions giving rise to the need for modification of the 2025
California Building Standards Code provisions published by the State Building Standards Commission; and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the City Counci] further finds and determineg that the Jocal
amendments to the California Building Standards Code, as set forth in a S€parate companion ordinance
adopting said amendments ag Oakland Municipal Code Chapter 15.06, entitled "Oakland Amendments to
the California Energy and Green Building Codes", impose substantially the same non-administratjve
regulatory requirements, and are thus equivalent to or more stringent than the most current Califorpia

FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Resolution shaj become effective immediately, unless
otherwise required by the Charter of the City; and be it



pursuant to the applicable provisions of State law.
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efficiency ordinances-or reach codes-that €xceed the minimum Standards defined by Title 24
(as established by Public Resources Code Section 25402 1 (h)(2) and Section 10-10¢ of the
Building Energy Efﬁciency Standards) provided the City Counci] finds that the requirements
of the PToposed ordinance are cost-effective and do not result in buildings consuming more

energy than is permitted by Title 24,

businesses, costly infrastructure, and other public facilitjes. Energy efficiency is g key
component in reducing GHG emissions, and construction of more energy efficient buildings
can help Oakland reduce its share of the GHG emissions that contribute to climate change.
The burning of fossil fuels used in the generation of electric power and heating of buildingg
contributes to climate change, which could result in rigeg in sea level, including in the San
Francisco Bay, that could put at risk Oakland homes, businesses,‘ infrastructure, and public



This Chapter is also justified based on a local geological condition, The City is subject to

rthquake hazard caused by its proximity to the Hayward Fault. This fault is aboyt seventy-
four (74) miles long and rung along highway 13, The other fault is the San Andreas Fay]t to
the west. These are major Northern California earthquake faults which may experience rupture

response by fire Suppression vehicles difficult. Oakland Is contiguous with the San Francisco
Bay, resulting in a natura] receptor for storm and wastewater run- off. Also, the City is in an
area that is potentially susceptible to liquefaction during a major earthquake, The surface
condition consists mostly of stiff to dense sandy clay, which s highly elastic and expansive
In nature. The conditions within the City create hazardous conditions that can lead to natura]
gas line failure, ag we have seen in the Bay Area at g Catastrophic leve] in San Bruno ag
recently as ten (10) years ago. As a result of these geologic conditions, departure from
California Building Standards Codeg 1s warranted.



