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SUMMARY 

This report provides supplemental information on the U.S. Department of Education 
planning grant for "Promise Neighborhoods". 

BACKGROUND 

A number of local organizations and individuals expressed interest in the Promise 
Neighborhoods initiative early in 2010. 

Before the RFP was issued in May it was widely believed that the only entities allowed to 
apply would be non-profit organizations. 

When the U.S. Department of Education issued the actual RFP, potential applicants 
included Institutions of Higher Education and non-profit organizations. 

OAKLAND AND PROMISE NEIGHBORHOODS 

1. The Mayor's consistent message to the Federal Government has been that we 
would engage in a collaborative problem solving process in relation to federal 
grants and other issues. 

2. Holh tlie OUSD superintejident and the .Mayor.had been discussing their 
common desire to create what Su[)eriiitendent Smith and Mayor Dellums refer 
to as "lull service community schools" or neighborhoods with complete 
wraparound services foi' all-young people, l^oth desired to create small ' ' p" 
promise neighborhoods throughout ihe city. 
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3. In tin; | ) re-l{FP perioti live to leu organizat ions initially 

indicated an interest and/or intent ion to apf)ly lor Promise Neighborhood 

gran ts . Several would u l t imate ly be seeking a letters of" suppor t IVom the 

Mayor and the Siiperintentlent . 

4. When I lie actual federal HI 'P was issued, indicat ing t h a t an inst i tut ion of 

higher educat ion could apply . I he Mayor ' s office, in consul ta t ion with O U S D 

and cotTununity based organizat ions , reacHied out to find a unifying inst i tut ion 

tha t was a l ready making a contr ibut ion to this cuminuni ty : lluit was 

providing elements of service identified in the g ran t requir 'ements, and t h a t 

could br ing together the various schools and Comniuni tv Based Oi 'gani /at ions. 

5. The Pera l ta Colleges step|)ed up to play this role. T h e y have been working 

wi th Urban Strategies Coun<;il. (which has been providing staff suppor t ) , 

c o m m u n i t y based organizat ions , the school district and individual schools to 

par t i c ipa te as the Lead Appl icant for this ini t iat ive. 

6. In addi t ion all parl ies have commit ted to creat ing small " p " promise 

luiighborlioods \\'itli coordiTuUcd children am.] youth sci'vices. i"egardless of the 

ou tcome of the federal g ran t appl icat ion. 

7. '̂ f̂he City will be requ(;st(;d to sign an MOU indicat ing a willingness of the City 

to coordinate a l ready exist ing services, so t h a t schools, colleges, the city, 

housing au tho r i t y , parks , childcare services and others will be t te r coordinate 

t h e con t inuum of services avai lable for childien and y o u t h in each 

m^igliborhood. 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N : 

The Office of the Mayor recommends acceptance of this report. 

Respectfully submitted. 

RONALD V. DELLUMS, 
Mayor 
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