
Approved as to form and legality 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER 

CITY ATTORNEY 

12566; C M S  Ordinance No. . . .  

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 213, 
ESTABLISHING INTERIM CONTROLS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS 
AND VARIANCE AND RELATED FINDINGS FOR SIGNS AND SUSPENDING 
CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. TO TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY UPON 
INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION 

WHEREAS, the Oakland Municipal Code and the Oakland Planning Code 
(“OPC”) regulate various types of signs and the OPC prohibits new Advertising Signs; 
and 

WHEREAS, the OPC allows variances as exceptions to the strict requirements of 
the zoning regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the City is currently involved in litigation challenging the 
constitutionality of Oakland’s sign regulations; and 

WHEREAS, questions have arisen concerning the constitutionality of the variances 
and conditional use permit (“CUF’”) provisions as they relate to signs; and 

WHEREAS, the City has represented to the federal court that it is amending the 
OPC to address the constitutional issues; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Oakland has recently received applications for Advertising 
and other signs that would require a CUP or variance from the OPC; and there is therefore 
an urgent need to revise the regulations in order to avoid a direct threat to health, safety, 
and welfare of the surrounding community and to remove (moot) the issue from the 
current litigation; and 

WHEREAS, there is insufficient time to develop permanent controls and present 
them to the City Planning Commission and City Council for review, recommendation, 
and adoption; and 
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