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CITY ATTORNEY

ORDINANCE NO. C.M.S.

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING NEW CONTROLS FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND
RESIDENTIAL SIGNS WITHIN ALL COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, S-1, §-2,
S-3, S-8, AND S-15 ZONES.

WHEREAS, the current Oakland Planning Code (“OPC”) allows Business
Signs in certain commercial, industrial, and special zones of up to 700 square feet of
display surface on any one face, as a matter of right without regard to the size of the
property on which they are situated, or proximity to residential facilities; and

WHEREAS, the current OPC allows freestanding Business Signs in certain
commercial, industrial, and special zones of up to 35 feet in height as a matter of right
without regard to the size of the property on which they are situated or proximity to
residential facilities; and

WHEREAS, in certain commercial, industrial, and special zones, the current OPC
has no limit on the aggregate area of display surface of all signs on a lot, or to the number
of individual signs on a lot, without regard to the size of the property on which they are
situated, or proximity to residential facilities; and

WHEREAS, in recent years, the City of Oakland has adopted stringent design
review standards regulating the construction of commercial and residential structures
especially in areas where such construction can have an impact on existing residential
structures, and

WHEREAS, in recent years the City of Oakland has adopted increasingly stringent
sign regulations because of the deleterious impact large unregulated signs can have in
commercial and residential areas; and

WHEREAS, the intent of current zoning in districts where more stringent sign
regulations have not yet been adopted is to allow businesses that occupy large lots or large
buildings the flexibility to design an appropriately sized sign for their business; and

WHEREAS, current failure of the zoning ordinance to regulate the size of certain
signs as described above can result in the construction of signs whose display area or height

1s incompatible with small lots and in certain circumstances would be detrimental to the
neighborhood in which they are situated due to their inappropriate size and/or height; and
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WHEREAS, the construction of an inappropriately large or tall sign on a small
lot in an existing neighborhood without City review could adversely affect the health,
safety, and welfare enjoyed by persouns in the neighborhood by causing visual blight that
would negatively affect the quality of life of the surrounding residents, and would disrupt
the orderly development of the surrounding neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, the failure of the City to properly regulate signs in areas otherwise
not subject to design review can undermine the City’s efforts to improve the urban design
of the areas at issue; and

WHEREAS, such large or tall signs are not currently effectively regulated by the
Planning Code in all zones; and

WHEREAS, on December 17, 2002, the City Council adopted Ordinance No.
12461 C.M.S., on an emergency basis, which established interim controls on the issuance
of building, zoning, and other permits for the construction of new business, civic and
residential signs within all commercial, industrial, S-1, S-2, S-3, S-15, and S-16 zones;
and

WHEREAS, at that time the City Council directed the Community and Economic
Development Agency to initiate an analysis to examine appropriate land use controls and
other strategies which address the land use compatibility issues and visual blight impact
related to business signs; and

WHEREAS, on December 16, 2003 the City Council extended the emergency
ordinance through adoption of Ordinance No. 12563 C.M.S.; and

WHEREAS, the interim controls will expire on June 16, 2004, and

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Oakland does ordain as
follows:

SECTION 1. The City Council finds and determines the foregoing recitals to be
true and correct and hereby makes them a part of this ordinance.

SECTION 2. The City Council finds and determines, for the reasons stated in the
recitals, the adoption of this ordinance is exempt from CEQA under Sections
15061(b)(3), 15305, and 15311 of the State CEQA Guidelines.

SECTION 3. The Oakland Planning Code is hereby amended to add, delete, or
modify sections as set forth in Attachment A of this document, which is hereby
incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

SECTION 4. The interim controls adopted in Ordinance Nos. 12461 & 12563
C.M.S. shall no longer be in effect npon the effective date of this ordinance. This
ordinance, pursuant to Charter section 216, shall be effective immediately if approved by



six members of the City Council; otherwise, it shall be effective upon the seventh day
after final adoption,

SECTION 5. If any section, subsection, phrase, word or provision of this
ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
remainder of this ordinance and the application of such provisions to other persons or
circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION 6. The City of OQakland, consistent with current policy and practice,
does not intend to and does not discriminate against non-commercial speech and does not
favor commercial over non-commercial speech. All Oakland Municipal Codes, Oakland
Planning Codes and other City codes, ordinances, resolutions or policies shall continue to
be interpreted in such a manner.

) SECT[!EW 7. ’Yimt whenever the des:gn review: gwi;cedures in ChaLrl“}' 136
are ttpt;ited to: Jggwnsé t}nkfan{l’s Small P:m}ent Desion Guidelines, as- dmendaﬂ ‘shall
be "usedffn evalbiating the desis design review applications.

In Coungil, OQakland, California, 2004, Passed By The Following
Vote:
AYES- BROOKS, BRUNNER, CHANG, NADEL, REID, QUAN, WAN,

AND PRESIDENT DE LA FUENTE

NOTES-
ABSENT-
ABSTENTION-
Introduction Date: ATTEST:
CEDA FLOYD
City Clerk and Clerk of the Council
Jue 1 2004 of the City of Oakland, California
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AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING NEW CONTROLS FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND
RESIDENTIAL SIGNS WITHIN ALL COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, S-1, S-2,
$-3, S-8, AND §-15 ZONES.

NOTICE AND DIGEST

By this ordinance, the Oakland City Council adopts permanent controls to
regulate the size and height of Business, Civic, and Residential Signs.
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REVISED AT CEDC

ATTACHMENT A

AMENDMENTS TO OAKLAND PLANNING CODE RELATING TO BUSINESS,
CIVIC AND RESIDENTIAL SIGNS

The Oakland Planning Code is amended as follows. Section numbers and titles are
indicated in bold type, additions are indicated by underlining, and deletions are indicated
by strike-euttype. Portion of the code not cited, or not shown in underlining or in strike-
out type, are not changed.

C-5 NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS
17.34.020 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

No building, Sign, or other facility, other than a Secondary Unit, shall be constructed or
established, or altered or painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior
appearance unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the
design review procedure in Chapter 17.136, or tor Siens pursuant to the sign regulations
in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter 17.136, or for Micro
Telecommunications Facilities pursuant to the telecommunications regulations in Chapter
17.128 and the design review procedure in Chapter 17.136. However, design review
approval is not required for Realty Signs, Development Signs, holiday decorations, and
displays behind a display window; and it is not required, except as otherwise provided in
Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy, including cutouts, on signs the
customary use of which involves freguent-and-periodic changes of copy. (Ord. 12501 §
50, 2003: Ord. 11904 § 5.62 (part), 1996: prior planning code § 4202)

17.34.120 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS, MARQUEES, AND AWNINGS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.
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C-10 LOCAL RETAIL COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.36.035 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established, or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance. unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs. Development
Signs, holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window; and it is not required,
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy.
including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of
copy.

17.36.110 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




C-20 SHOPPING CENTER COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS
17.38.020 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

No building, Sign, or other facility, other than a Secondary Unit, shall be constructed or
established, or altered or painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior
appearance unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the
design review procedure in Chapter 17.136, or for Signs pursuant to the sign regulations
in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter 17.136, or for Micro
Telecommunications Facilities pursuant to the telecommunications regulations in Chapter
17.128 and the design review procedure in Chapter 17.136. However, design review
approval is not required for Realty Signs. Development Signs, holiday decorations, and
displays behind a display window; and it is not reguired, except as otherwise provided in
Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy. including cutouts, on signs the
customary use of which involves periodic changes of copy. (Ord. 12501 § 55, 2003: Ord.
11904 § 5.63 (part), 1996: prior planning code § 4302)

17.38.090 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitation. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




C-25 OFFICE COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.40.030 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

No building, Sign, or other facility shall be constructed or established, or altered or
painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless plans for
such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the design review procedure in
Chapter 17.136, or for Signs pursuant to the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the
design review procedure in Chapter 17.136, or for Micro Telecommunications Facilities
pursuant to the telecommunications regulations in Chapter 17.128 and the design review
procedure in Chapter 17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty
Signs, Development Signs, holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window;
and it is not required, except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114,110C, for mere
changes of copy, including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves
frequent-and-periodic changes of copy. (Ord. 11904 § 5.62 (part), 1996: prior planning
code § 4352)

17.40.120 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitattons. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




C-27 VILLAGE COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.42.030 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

No building, Sign, or other facility shall be constructed or established, or altered or
painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless plans for
such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the design review procedure in
Chapter 17.136, or for Signs pursuant to the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the
design review procedure in Chapter 17.136. or for Micro Telecommunications Facilities
pursuant to the telecommunications regulations in Chapter 17.128 and the design review
procedure in Chapter 17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Reaity
Signs, Development Signs, holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window;
and it is not required, except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere
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C-28 COMMERCIAL SHOPPING DISTRICT ZONE REGULATIONS

17.44.020 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

No building, Sign, or other facility shall be constructed or established, or altered or
painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless plans for
such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the design review procedure in
Chapter 17.136, or for Signs pursuant to the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the
design review procedure in Chapter 17.136. or for Micro Telecommunications Facilities
pursuant to the telecommunications regulations in Chapter 17.128 and the design review
procedure in Chapter 17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty
Signs, Development Signs, holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window;
and it is not required, except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere
changes of copy, including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves
frequentand-periodic changes of copy. (Ord. 11904 § 5.62 (part), 1996: prior planning
code § 4427}
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No sign shall be constructed or established. or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs. Development
Signs. holidav decorations, and displays behind a display window:; and it is not required,
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C. for mere changes of copy.
including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of

Copy.

17.46.110 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




C-31 SPECIAL RETAIL COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS
17.48.020 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

No building, Sign, or other facility shall be constructed or established, or altered or
painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless plans for
such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the design review procedure in
Chapter 17.136, or for Signs pursuant to the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the
design review procedure in Chapter 17.136. or for Micro Telecommunications Facilities
pursuant to the telecommunications regulations in Chapter 17.128 and the design review
procedure in Chapter 17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty
Signs, Development Signs, holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window;
and it is not required, except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere
changes of copy, including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves
frequent-and-periodic changes of copy. (Ord. 11904 § 5.62 (part), 1996: prior planning
code § 4477)

17.48.110 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS, MARQUEES, AND AWNINGS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Sectlon 17 104. 020




C-35 DISTRICT SHOPPING COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.50.045 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established. or aitered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sien regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However. design review approval is not required for Realtv Signs, Development
Signs, holiday decorations. and displays behind a display window: and it is not required.
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copv.
including cutouts. on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of

Copy.

17.50.120 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




C-36 GATEWAY BOULEVARD SERVICE COMMERCIAL ZONE
REGULATIONS

17.52.040 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

A. No building or other Facility shall be constructed or established, or altered or painted a
new color in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless plans for such
proposal shall have been approved to the design review procedure in Chapter 17.136_or
for Signs pursuant to the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review
procedure in Chapter 17.136. or for Micro Telecommunications Facilities pursuant to the
telecommunications regulations in Chapter 17.128 and the design review procedure in
Chapter 17.136. Findings for design review approval shall be consistent with the
Hegenberger Design Guidelines.

B. Design review is not required for realty signs, development signs, holiday decorations,
and displays behind a display window; and it is not required, except as otherwise
provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy, including cutouts, on signs
the customary use of which involves frequent-and-periodic changes of copy. (Ord. 12076
§ 3 (part), 1998: Ord. 11904 § 5.60 (part), 1996: prior planning code § 4527.1)

17.52.110 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.
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C-40 COMMUNITY THOROUGHFARE COMMERCIAL ZONE
REGULATIONS

17.54.045 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established. or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs. Development
Signs. holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window; and it is not required,

except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy,

including cutouts, on siens the customary use of which involves periodic changes of
CO[!V.

17.54.110 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




C-45 COMMUNITY SHOPPING COMMERCIAL REGULATIONS

17.56.045 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established. or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs, Development
Signs. holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window; and it is not required,
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy,
including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of

copy.

17.56.120 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.



A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.

C-51 CENTRAL BUSINESS SERVICE COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.58.045 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS,

No sign shall be constructed or established. or altered in such a manner as to atfect
exterior appearance. unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs. Development




Signs. holiday decorations, and displavs behind a displav window: and it is not required.
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C. for mere chanees of copy.
including cutouts, on signs the customarv use of which involves periodic changes of

COpY.

17.58.120 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.

C-52 OLD OAKLAND COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.60.045 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established. or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the desien review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realtv Signs. Development
Signs, holiday decorations. and displays behind a display window: and it is not required.
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copv,
including cutouts. on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of

Copy.

17.60.120 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS, MARQUEES, AND AWNINGS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




C-55 CENTRAL CORE COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.62.045 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established. or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However. design review approval is not required for Realty Signs, Development
Signs, holiday decorations. and displavs behind a display window: and it is not required.
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C. for mere changes of copv.




including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of
copy.

17.62.120 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.

PDyahibhitian o
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C-60 CITY SERVICE COMMERCIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.64.027 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established, or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance. unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sien regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs. Development
Signs. holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window: and it is not required.
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C. for mere changes of copy.
including cutouts. on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of

copy.

17.64.090 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




M-10 SPECIAL INDUSTRIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.66.025 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established. or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance. unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure i Chapter
17.136. However. design review approval is not required for Realty Signs, Development
Signs, holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window: and it is not required.
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copv.
including cutouts. on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of

copy.

17.66.100 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS,

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicabie limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.
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M-20 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.868.025 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established, or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs, Development
Signs. holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window; and it is not required,
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C. for mere changes of copy,

including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of
copy.

17.68.100 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




M-30 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.70.025 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established, or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs, Development
Signs. holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window: and it is not required,
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy,
including cutouts. on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of
copy.

17.70.100 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.020.




M-40 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL ZONE REGULATIONS

17.72,025 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established, or altered in such a manner as to affect
gxterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs. Development
Signs, holiday decorations, and displavs behind a display window; and it is not required.
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy,
including cutouts. on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of

COpv.

17.72.090 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Sections 17.104.020 and 17.104.060.




S-1 MEDICAL CENTER ZONE REGULATIONS

17.74.020 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

No building, Sign, or other facility shall be constructed or established, or altered or
painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless plans for
such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the design review procedure in
Chapter 17.136, or for Signs pursuant to the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the
design review procedure in Chapter 17.136, or for Micro Telecommunications Facilities
pursuant to the telecommunications regulations in Chapter 17.128 and the design review
procedure in Chapter 17.136._However, design review approval is not required for Realty
Signs, Development Signs, holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window:
and it is not required, except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere
changes of copy. including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves
periodic changes of copy.

(Ord. 11904 § 5.63 (part), 1996: prior planning code § 6102}

S-2 CIVIC CENTER ZONE REGULATIONS

17.76.045 DESIGN REVIEW FOR BUSINESS, CIVIC, AND RESIDENTIAL
SIGNS.

No sign shall be constructed or established, or altered in such a manner as to affect
exterior appearance, unless plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to
the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs. Development
Signs, holiday decorations. and displavs behind a display window: and it is not required.
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C. for mere changes of copy,
including cutouts. on signs the customary use of which involves periodic changes of

Copy.

S-3 RESEARCH CENTER ZONE REGULATIONS
17.78.020 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

No building, Sign, or other facility shall be constructed or established, or altered or
painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless plans for
such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the design review procedure in
Chapter 17.136, or for Signs pursuant to the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104 and the
design review procedure in Chapter 17.136. or for Micro Telecommunications Facilities




pursuant to the telecommunications regulations in Chapter 17.128 and the design review
procedure in Chapter 17.136._However. design review approval is not required for Realtv
Signs. Development Signs, holiday decorations. and displays behind a display window:
and it is not required, except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C. for mere
changes of copy. including cutouts, on signs the customary use of which involves
periodic changes of copv. (Ord. 11904 § 5.63 (part), 1996: prior planning code § 6202)

S-8 URBAN STREET COMBINING ZONE REGULATIONS

17.86.030 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

In the S-8 zone, no building, Sign, or other facility shall be constructed or established, or
altered or painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance, unless
plans for such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the design review procedure
in Chapter 17.136 and the provisions of Section 17.86.110 or for Business Signs pursuant
to the sien regulations in Chapter 17,104 and the design review procedure in Chapter

17.136. However, design review approval is not required for Realty Signs, Development
Signs, holiday decorations, and displays behind a display window; and it is not required,
except as otherwise provided in Section 17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy,
including cutouts, on Signs the customary use of which involves frequent-andperiodic
changes of copy. (Prior planning code § 6452)




S-15 TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT ZONE REGULATIONS

17.100.020 DESIGN REVIEW FOR CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION.

No building, Sign, or other facility shall be constructed or established, or altered or
painted a new color in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless plans for
such proposal shall have been approved pursuant to the design review procedure in
Chapter 17.136, or for Business Signs pursuant to the sign regulations in Chapter 17.104
and the design review procedure in Chapter 17.136, or for Micro Telecommunications
Facilities pursuant to the telecommunications regulations in Chapter 17.128 and the
design review procedure in Chapter 17.136. However, design review approval is not
required for Realty Signs, Development Signs, holiday decorations, and displays behind a
display window; and it is not required, except as otherwise provided in Section
17.114.110C, for mere changes of copy, including cutouts, on signs the customary use of
which involves frequent-and-periodic changes of copy. (Ord. 11904 § 5.62 (part), 1996:
Ord. 11892 § 4 (part),1996: prior planning code § 6851)

17.100.110 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS, MARQUEES, AND AWNINGS.

A. General Limitations. All Signs shall be subject to the applicable limitations set forth in
Section 17.104.828030.




GENERAL LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS

17.104.020 GENERAL LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS—COMMERCIAL AND
INDUSTRIAL ZONES.

The following limitations shall apply to the specified Signs in ail commercial and
industrial zones, except as otherwise provided herein, and are in addition to the
limitations, if any, prescribed for Signs in the applicable individual zone regulations and
development control maps:

A. Design Review. No Business, Civic, or Residential sign shall be constructed

or established. or altered in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless

plans for such proposal shall have been approved to the Design Review procedure in
Chapter 17.136.

B. Permitted Aggregate Sign Area.

1. C-5,C-10, C-20. C-25, C-27. C-28, C-30, C-31, C-35, C-40. C-45, C-51, C-
52, C-55. & C-60 Zones. The maximum aggregate area of display surface
of all Business, Civic. and Residential Signs on any one lot shall be one
squate foot for each one foot of building frontage in the case of an interior
lot. or 0.3 square feet for each one foot of building frontage in the case of a
comner lot.  The aggregate shall include onlv one face of a double-faced




sien. In no cases can the total amount of ageregate sien area exceed 200
square feet on any one propertv.

2. M-10, M-20, M-30. & M-40 Zones. The maximum aggregate area of display
surface of all Business. Civic. and Residential Signs on any one lot shall be one
square foot for each one foot of lot frontage in the case of an interior lot. or 0.5
square feet for each one foot of lot frontage in the case of a corner lot. The
aggregate shall include only one face of a double-faced sign. In no cases can the
total amount of agerepate sign area exceed 300 square feet on any one property.
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1. Attached Signs. The maximum height of any sign that is attached to a building mav

not exceed the height of the building wall that it is attached to.

2. Freestanding Signs. The maximum height of any freestanding sign in the C-3, C-10.
C-20, C-25, C-27. C-28. C-31, C-36, C-45, C-51. C-52, C-55, C-60. & M-10 Zones is 10
feet. The maximum height of any freestanding sign in the C-30, C-35, C-40. M-20, M-
30, & M-40 zones is 20 feet.

BD. Limitations on Signs Within Required Minimum Yards. {See-tHustrationt-




21, T No Busmess Realty or DeveIopment Sign shaIl be located within that
peﬂfeﬂ—ef—a required minimum yard, which-is-within-five feetfroman-abutting zone

€E.  Special Limitations Near Boundaries of Residential Zones. (See
illustration I-10.) The following special limitations shall apply to the indicated Signs
within the specified distances from any boundary of a residential zone. For the purposes
of this subsection, a Sign shall be deemed to face a zone boundary if the angle between
the face of its display surface and said boundary is less than ninety (90) degrees; and a
Sign shall be considered visible from a zone boundary if it may be seen from any point
located along such boundary within the following indicated distances from the Sign and
at a height equal to or less than that of the Sign.

1. Within twenty-five (25) feet from any boundary of a residential zone, no
Busmess Slgn shall face sald boundary if i it is VlSlble therefrom N&Swn—et—her—th&n—a
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PF. Development Signs. In all commercial and industrial zones except the C-
60, M-30, and M-40 zones, the maximum aggregate area of display surface of all
Development Signs on any one lot shall be either seventy-five (75) square feet or one
square foot for each two feet of street line abutting the lot, whichever is greater.
However, a greater area of display surface may be permitted upon the granting of a
conditional use permit pursuant to the conditional use permit procedure in Chapter
17.134.

EG. Realty Signs. In all commercial and industrial zones except the C-60, M-
30, and M-40 zones, the maximum aggregate area of display surface of all Realty Signs
on any one lot shall be one square foot for each two feet of street line abutting the lot;
provided that such area shall not exceed twenty-five (25) square feet along any
consecutive fifty (50) feet of street line; and further provided that a Sign with a display
surface of twelve (12) square feet or less shall be permiited for each lot, or for each
building or other rentable unit thereon.




| GH.  Signs Within One thousand (1,000) Feet of Rapid Transit Routes. Signs
within one thousand (1,000) feet of the centerline of rapid transit routes shall be subject
to the applicable limitations set forth in Sections 17.104.040 and 17.114.150.
1. Permitted Projection over Sidewalk. An awning, canopyv. marquee. or single sign
that 1s attached perpendicularly to the face of a building mav project up to seventy-
five (75) percent of the distance from the lot line to the curb but cannot be closer than
2 feet to the curb in any case. All portions of anv awning, canopy. marquee, or single
sign that are attached perpendicularly to the face of a building shall be a minimum of
10 feet above the sidewalk.
J. Temporary Business Siens.
1. Size Allowed. Temporary signs are allowed in addition to permanent signs. The
size of the temporary signs may not exceed the allowed square footage for permanent
2. Allowed time limits.
i. Grand Opening Signs. Temporary siens for the purpose of vrand openings of a new
business can be in place for a maximum of 30 days. The installation date of the sign shall
be placed on the sign to verify compliance with this regulation.
. Special Event Signs. Temporary signs for the purpose of special evenis mav be
placed on site a maximum of 4 times per calendar vear and a maximum of 5 consecutive
days per event,
3. Placement of Signs.
i. Signs are allowed on private property only. Signs shall not be placed in public rights-
of-way or at off-site locations.
it. Signs must be affixed to a permanent structure.
4. Temporary Signs shall not be illuminated.
5. Durable Materials Required. Signs shall be constructed of durable, rigid material
suitable to their location and purpose. Only interior window signs may be made of
nonrigid {e.g., paper) material.
6. Removal of Signs. Temporary sians and their components shall be promptly removed
at the expiration of the time limits set forth above.
K. Window Signs. Window signs shall not take up more than twenty-five (23)
percent of any one window. Window signs shall count against the total allowable
aggregate sign area for the property as measured in Section 17.104.020B. Interior
signs which are located 18 inches or more from behind the window face shall be
exempt from these regulations.

1. Clear Sight Restrictions. A triangular area measuring 15° from the
intersection along each street line shatl be kept free of all freestanding signs. A
triangular area measuring 10° from the intersection of a driveway and a street line
shall be kept free of all freestanding signs.

(Prior planning code § 7041)
| 17.104.030 GENERAL LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS—S-1, S-2, and-S-3, and S-15
Zones.
The following limitations shall apply to the specified Signs in the S-1, S-2, and-S-
3..and S-15 zones, and are in addition to the limitations, if any, prescribed for Signs in the
applicabie individual zone regulations or development control maps:



A. Design Review. No Business. Civic. or Residential sien shall be constructed
or established. or altered in such a manner as to affect exterior appearance unless
plans for such proposal shall have been approved to the Design Review procedure in
Chapter 17.136.

B. Permitted Aggregate Sign Area.

S-1,8-2, S-3, & S-15 Zones. The maximum ageregate area of display surface of all
Business. Civic, and Residential Signs on any one lot shall be one square foot for
each one foot of building frontage in the case of an interior lot. or 0.5 square feet for
each one foot of building frontage in the case of a corner lot. _The aggrepate shal}
include only one face of a double-faced sign. In no cases can the total amount of
aggregate sion area exceed 200 square feet on any one propetty.

AC.  Maximum Height. Ne-Sign-shall-exceed-the- maximum-heightifany

1. Attached Signs. The maximum height of anv sign that is attached to a building mav

not exceed the height of the building wall that it is attached to.
2. Freestanding Signs. The maximum height of any freestanding sign in the S-1, §-2, §-
3. & S-15 Zones is 10 feet,

BD. Special Limitations Near Boundaries of Residential Zones. Signs shall be
subject to the same special limitations along or near boundaries of residential zones as are
set forth in Section 17.104.620C020F.

GE.  Special, Development, and Realty Signs. All Special, Development, and
Realty Signs shall be subject to the same limitations as are set forth in subsections C, D
and E of Section 17.104.010 for such Signs in residential zones.
| DF.  Signs Within One Thousand (1,000) Feet of Rapid Transit Routes. Signs
within one thousand (1,000) feet of the centerline of rapid transit routes shall be subject
to the applicable limitations set forth in Sections 17.104.040 and 17.114.150. (Prior
planming code § 7042)

17.104.040 LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS WITHIN ONE THOUSAND FEET OF
RAPID TANSIT ROUTES. ‘

The following limitations shall apply in all zones, within one thousand (1,000)
feet of the centerline of every rapid transit route, after the date of official determination
thereof and except where the route is underground. The distance shall be measured
perpendicularly from said centerline, i.e., at right angles to said centerline. These
provisions shall not prohibit a Sign identifying an on-premises business or naming the
product manufactured thereon, except to the extent of requiring design review approval.

A. Design Review for Certain New or Altered Signs the Advertising Materjal

| of Which Is Primarily Viewable from the Transit Route.
Sign the advertising material of which is or has become primarily viewable by the
passengers on the transit route shall be constructed, established, reoriented, changed as to
illumination, or otherwise altered or painted a new color unless plans for such Sign shall

| have been approved pursuant to the design review procedure in Chapter 17.136, and-upen

No




" The Director of Cirjf Planning shall determine which Signs are or have
become primarily viewable by the passengers on the transit route, subject to appeal
pursuant to the administrative appeal procedure in Chapter 17.132.
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B. Removal of Nonconforming Existing Signs. See Section 17.14.150. (Prior
planning code § 7046)



