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TO: Office of the City Administrator
ATTN: Deborah Edgerly
FROM: Community and Economic Development Agency
DATE: April 26, 2005

RE: AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE FRUITVALE MASONIC
TEMPLE AT 3353-67 INTERNATIONAL BOULEVARD & 1245-49 34TH

AVENUE AS A LANDMARK PURSUANT TO SECTION 17.102.030 OF
THE OAKLAND PLANNING CODE

SUMMARY

The City Planning Commission recommends designating 3353-67 International
Boulevard & 1245-49 34th Avenue as a City of Oakland landmark.

The landmark nomination was submitted to the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
by the owner, the Unity Council. On December 13, 2004, the Landmarks Board
unanimously recommended designation, as did the Planning Commission on February 2,
2005. There is no known opposition to the landmark designation.

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the attached ordinance designating the
Fruitvale Masonic Temple as a City of Oakland landmark.

FISCAL IMPACT

The Landmark designation of the Fruitvale Masonic Temple does not require any
additional budget allocation. No additional staffing is required.

BACKGROUND

The Fruitvale Masonic Temple is currently a Potential Designated Historic Property and
an anchor in an Area of Secondary Importance, the Fruitvale Commercial District, a
potential local historic district.

KEY ISSUES AND IMPACTS

Historical and Architectural Significance: The Fruitvale Masonic Temple is eligible for
landmark designation in that it:
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April 26, 2005 2
RE: ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE FRUITY ALE MASONIC TEMPLE
AS A LANDMARK

• reflects the era of strong social organizations in its size and significant design,
architect and builder, maintaining its second floor use as a Masonic lodge until the
mid 1950s;

• reflects the growth of Fruitvale following the 1906 earthquake and fire of San
Francisco, when Fruitvale's population doubled;

• is a monumental and somewhat eccentric 1909 Classical Revival mixed-use
commercial building, with Ionic pilasters, elaborate capitals, and a classical
entablature with dentils and modillions;

• is architecturally distinctive in that the second floor is windowless to reflect its
function as a meeting hall for secret Masonic ceremonies;

• exhibits high quality second floor meeting hall interiors, including Egyptian and
Babylonian themes with elaborate columns, painted walls and gold trim;

• was originally designed by Fruitvale architect and engineer Hugo Storch (with the
final design apparently by the lodge's building committee) and built by W. G.
Thornally, Jr. who was a prominent Oakland contractor and builder of many
homes and commercial properties throughout Oakland, including the Scottish Rite
Temple on Lake Merritt;

• was expanded in 1926 with an annex designed by Howard Schroeder, where
sports has more recently contributed to the building's significance as George
Foreman practiced at Babe's Gym located in the annex and African American
fencing master Harold C. Hayes established his fencing club there from 1986
through 1995;

• continues to maintain its importance in this era as the current owner, the Unity
Council, is one of the strongest community-based development organizations in
Oakland;

• is an anchor and gateway building for the Fruitvale commercial district and the
Unity Council's Transit Village development, with its prominent corner location
at the district's center.

The building has a rating of 'A - Highest Importance' on the Landmarks Preservation
Advisory Board Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility and a 'B - Major Importance'
from the Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey. The reason for the difference is that the
LPAB updated the Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility for Item #14, the Exterior
Alterations category under Integrity. The rating was 'G - Minor changes to overall
character' per the Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey which had been evaluated prior to
the most recent fa$ade improvements. Within the last year, the facade has been
renovated and this most recent renovation brought back a more compatible character.
The Board corrected the form by splitting the difference between 4E - No changes or
very minor alterations which do not change the overall character' and 'G - Minor
changes to overall character'. This change raised the points from the 'B' rating to the
'A' rating. Landmark ratings are generally higher than the Survey's ratings. Buildings
are eligible for Landmark Designation with either an 'A' or 4B' rating.

Item:
CED Committee

April 26, 2005



April 26, 2005 3
RE: ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE FRUITY ALE MASONIC TEMPLE
AS A LANDMARK

Regulatory Effect of Designation: The Fruitvale Masonic Temple is located in the C-28
Zone, Commercial Shopping District Zone. Design Review is currently required for
alterations to buildings and new construction.

Regulations for the proposed landmark status provide for design review of exterior
changes (only), up to 240 days delay of demolition, and a duty to keep in good repair.
The landmark would be treated as a historic resource for purposes of CEQA review,
would be eligible to use the State Historical Building Code, and exempt from design
review fees (the only direct local monetary incentive currently offered to designated
historic properties).

Significant exterior changes to landmark properties are referred to the Landmarks
Preservation Advisory Board for recommendations (Section 17.136.040) before the
design review application is acted upon by the Development Director or the Planning
Commission. Minor exterior changes can be processed administratively by the
Development Director, who may seek input from the LPAB, as needed.

For designated landmarks (Section 17.102.030) the design review criteria require "That
the proposal will not adversely affect the exterior features of the designated landmark..."
and "That the proposal will not adversely affect the special character, interest, or value of
the landmark and its site, as viewed both in themselves and in their setting..." unless
preserving the landmark is architecturally or economically infeasible.

SUSTAINABLE OPPORTUNITIES

Economic: Landmark designation encourages maintenance and careful rehabilitation of
buildings, which creates skilled employment opportunities. Maintenance and
rehabilitation of existing buildings also stabilize and enhance property values.

Environmental: Landmark designation encourages the maintenance and re-use of
existing historic buildings and therein helps to conserve the materials and energy used to
construct those buildings.

Social Equity: Landmark designation encourages continued maintenance and restoration
or rehabilitation of existing buildings. Therefore, it acts as a catalyst for neighborhood
revitalization and further enhances the community by creating community identity.

DISABILITY AND SENIOR CITIZEN ACCESS

Landmark designation does not prohibit modifications to achieve compliance with the
American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and can facilitate such modifications through use
of the State Historical Building Code.
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April 26, 2005
RE: ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE FRUITY ALE MASONIC TEMPLE
AS A LANDMARK

RECOMMENDATION(S) AND RATIONALE

Adopt the attached ordinance designating the Fruitvale Masonic Temple as a City of
Oakland Landmark.

Landmark designation has the potential to be a catalyst for further revitalization of
Oakland's distinct and diverse neighborhoods and its strong historical character. The
honorific designation and requirements for maintenance and repair would continually
promote economic, quality of life and sense of community goals throughout the city as
the building is restored or rehabilitated.

Respectfully submitted,

CLAUDIA CAPPJ
Development Director

Prepared by:
Joann Pavlinec, Planner III
Historic Preservation/Major Projects
Community and Economic Development Agency

APPROVED AND FORWARDED TO THE
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY:

OFFICE OF THE CITYADMINlSTRATOR

ATTACHMENTS:

A) Ordinance designating 3353-67 International Boulevard & 1245-49 34th Avenue as a City
of Oakland landmark

B) Landmarks Board Resolution 2004-6
C) February 2, 2005 Planning Commission Staff Report, including landmark nomination

form and eligibility rating sheet

Rcf: Mydocumetns/citycouncilreports/LM-FruitvaleMasonicTemple
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NOTICE & DIGEST

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE FRUITVALE MASONIC TEMPLE AT
3353-67 INTERNATIONAL BOULEVARD & 1245-49 34th AVENUE AS A
LANDMARK PURSUANT TO SECTION 17.102.030 OF THE OAKLAND
PLANNING CODE.

This Ordinance designates the Fruitvale Masonic Temple as a City of Oakland
Landmark.



O F F I C E n r • ; > > • • C : T V C L E R ? ,
APPROVED AS TO FORM LEGALITY

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER
CITY ATTORNEY

ORDINANCE No. C.M.S.

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE FRUITVALE MASONIC TEMPLE AT
3353-67 INTERNATIONAL BOULEVARD & 1245-49 34th AVENUE AS A
LANDMARK PURSUANT TO SECTION 17.102.030 OF THE OAKLAND
PLANNING CODE

WHEREAS, the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board at its meeting of December
13, 2004, recommended designation of the Fruitvale Masonic Temple at 3353-67
International Boulevard & 1245-49 34th Avenue as a Landmark pursuant to Section
17.102.030 of the Oakland Planning Code: and

WHEREAS, notice of public hearing on this matter was given to the owner of the
subject property, the property was posted, and a hearing was held by the City Planning
Commission on February 2, 2005; and

WHEREAS, after the hearing, the City Planning Commission voted on February 2,
2005, to recommend landmark designation of the property; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
the guidelines as prescribed by the Secretary for Resources, as amended, have been
satisfied, and pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3), 15308, and 15331 of the California
Code of Regulations, this designation is exempt from CEQA; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the proposed Landmark has historical
and architectural significance as described and presented in the Landmarks Preservation
Advisory Board Resolution 2004-6, and is a unique asset to the City; and that for these
reasons the Landmark is worthy of preservation; now therefore

THE COUNCILOF THE CITY OF OAKLAND DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The Fruitvale Masonic Temple at 3353-67 International Boulevard &
1245-49 34th Avenue is hereby designated as a Landmark pursuant to Section 17.102.030
of the Oakland Planning Code as described and presented in Landmarks Preservation
Advisory Board Resolution 2004-6, attached as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by
reference.

SECTION 2. Said Landmark shall be preserved in all its particular exterior features as
existing on the date hereof, and as described and depicted in the photographs, case
reports, Case File LM04-510, and other material in the Department of City Planning;



provided, however, it may be modified to replicate or more closely resemble its original
appearance.

SECTION 3. The Development Director is hereby directed to execute and cause to be
recorded in the Recorder's Office of the County of Alameda a notice of designation of
said Landmark.

SECTION 4. This ordinance complies with the California Environmental Quality Act.

IN COUNCIL, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, , 20_

PASSED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

AYES-

NOES-

ABSENT-

ABSTENTION-

ATTEST:
LaTONDA SIMMONS

Interim City Clerk and Clerk of the Council
Of the City of Oakland, California



RESOLUTION 2004-6
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

CITY OF OAKLAND

WHEREAS, a proposal to designate the following property as an Oakland Landmark pursuant to
Section 17.144 of the Oakland Planning Code has been considered by the Landmarks
Preservation Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and examined the material pertaining to this property in
Case File LM04-510 and the Oakland Landmark Nomination Application form, a copy of which
is attached; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the property meets the landmark designation criteria
found at Section 17.07.030P of the Planning Code and the Board's Guidelines for Determination
of Landmark Eligibility in that the property:

• reflects the era of strong social organizations in its size and significant design,
architect and builder, maintaining its second floor use as a Masonic lodge until the
mid 1950s;

• reflects the growth of Fruitvale following the 1906 earthquake and fire of San
Francisco, when Fruitvale's population doubled;

• is a monumental and somewhat eccentric 1909 Classical Revival mixed-use
commercial building, with Ionic pilasters, elaborate capitals, and a classical
entablature with dentils and modillions;

• is architecturally distinctive in that the second floor is windowless to reflect its
function as a meeting hall for secret Masonic ceremonies;

• exhibits high quality second floor meeting hall interiors, including Egyptian and
Babylonian themes with elaborate columns, painted walls and gold trim;

• was originally designed by Fruitvale architect and engineer Hugo Storch (with the
final design apparently by the lodge's building committee) and built by W. G.
Thornally, Jr. who was a prominent Oakland contractor and builder of many
homes and commercial properties throughout Oakland, including the Scottish Rite
Temple on Lake Merritt;

• was expanded in 1926 with an annex designed by Howard Schroeder, where
sports has more recently contributed to the building's significance as George
Foreman practiced at Babe's gym located in the annex and African American
fencing master Harold C. Hayes established his fencing club there from 1986
through 1995;



continues to maintain its importance in this era as the current owner, the Unity
Council, is one of the strongest community-based development organizations in
Oakland;

is an anchor and gateway building for the Fruitvale commercial district and the
Unity Council's Transit Village development, with its prominent corner location
at the district's center.

And WHEREAS, an Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility has been prepared for the
property in accordance with the Board's Guidelines for Determination of Landmark Eligibility;
and

WHEREAS, the Evaluation Sheet shows that the property meets the Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and accepted the Evaluation Sheet, a copy of which is
attached; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that this property merits Landmark designation,
protective regulations, and preservation for the enjoyment of future generations;

Now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board hereby initiates, under Section
17.144.030D of the Oakland Planning Code, action to establish as a Landmark the following:

HISTORICAL NAME: Fruitvale Masonic Temple

COMMON NAME: Fruitvale Masonic Temple

ADDRESS: 3353-67 International Boulevard & 1245-49 34th Avenue

DATE BUILT: 1909-10

ARCHITECT: Hugo Storch, Architect/Engineer

ORIGINAL USE: Mixed-Use Commercial

PRESENT USE: Mixed-Use Commercial

PARCEL NUMBER: 033 2195 005 00

And be it



FURTHER RESOLVED: That this property shall be preserved generally in all its exterior
features as existing on the date hereof or may be modified to restore, replicate, or more closely
resemble its original or other historical appearance; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That this action be forwarded to the City Planning Commission for
public hearing and consideration;

Approved by the Landmarks Preservation Board,
Oakland, California: AA^^^t) /*> . 2004

ATTEST: y/^--^^^^^ Secretary



Oakland City Plannins Commission STAFF REPORT
LM04-510 February 2,2005

3. Location:

Proposal:

Owner/Applicant:
Case File Number:

Planning Permits Required:
General Plan:

Zoning:
Environmental Determination:

Historic Status:

Service Delivery District:
City Council District:

Status:

Action to be Taken:
Finality of Decision:

For further information:

3353-67 International Boulevard & 1245-49 34th Avenue, Fruitvale
Masonic Temple (033-2195-005-00)
Application to designate 3353-67 International Boulevard & 1245-49
34 Avenue, Fruitvale Masonic Temple as a City of Oakland Landmark
The Unity Council
LM04-510
Landmark Designation
Neighborhood Center
C-28
Exempt per Sections 15061(3) and 15331 of the State CEQA
Guidelines.
Potential Designated Historic Property (PDHP), Area of Secondary
Importance (ASI) anchor; OCHS: B+a2+
4 - Fruitvale
5
The Landmark Preservation Advisory Board adopted a Resolution to
initiate landmark designation, recommended landmark designation to
the Planning Commission, and forwarded the landmark initiation to the
Planning Commission for public hearing and consideration.
Recommend Landmark Designation and forward to City Council
City Council
Contact case planner Joann Pavlinec at (510) 238-6344 or by email at
j pavlincc @ oaklandnet.com

SUMMARY

The nomination of the Fruitvale Masonic Temple for Landmark Designation was
submitted by the property owner, the Unity Council, on October 7, 2004, and reviewed
by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board (LPAB, Board) at its November 8, 2004
meeting. At that meeting the LPAB reviewed and unanimously accepted the preliminary
Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility rating, and directed staff to prepare a draft
resolution initiating landmark designation. The draft resolution recommending landmark
designation was unanimously adopted at the LPAB meeting of December 13, 2004, and
the Board directed staff to forward the nomination to the Planning Commission for public
hearing, after which the Commission may recommend designation to the City Council.
Landmark designation is accomplished thorough adoption of an ordinance by the City
Council.

BACKGROUND

The Fruitvale Masonic Temple is currently a Potential Designated Historic Property and



CITY OF OAKLAND PLANNING COMMISSION

180 360 720 1,080
• Feet
1,440

Case File:
Applicant:
Address:

Zone:

LM04-510
The Unity Council
33-67 International Blvd. & 1245-49 34th Ave,
Fruitvale Masonic Temple
C-28



LM04-510, 3353-67 International Boulevard
Planning Commission - February 2, 2005

an anchor in an Area of Secondary Importance (ASI), the Fruitvale Commercial potential
local historic district. (See Attachment A).

Historical and Architectural Sienificance

As reflected in the evaluation sheet and resolution adopted by the Landmarks Board, the
Masonic Temple has been found eligible for landmark designation in that it;

• reflects the era of strong social organizations in its size and significant design,
architect and builder, maintaining its second floor use as a Masonic lodge until the
mid 1950s;

• reflects the growth of Fruitvale following the 1906 earthquake and fire of San
Francisco, when Fruitvale's population doubled;

• is a monumental and somewhat eccentric 1909 Classical Revival mixed-use
commercial building, with Ionic pilasters, elaborate capitals, and a classical
entablature with dentils and modillions;

• is architecturally distinctive in that the second floor is windowless to reflect its
function as a meeting hall for secret Masonic ceremonies;

• exhibits high quality second floor meeting hall interiors, including Egyptian and
Babylonian themes with elaborate columns, painted walls and gold trim;

• was originally designed by Fruitvale architect and engineer Hugo Storch (with the
final design apparently by the lodge's building committee) and built by W. G.
Thornally, Jr. who was a prominent Oakland contractor and builder of many
homes and commercial properties throughout Oakland, including the Scottish Rite
Temple on Lake Merritt;

• was expanded in 1926 with an annex designed by Howard Schroeder, where
sports has more recently contributed to the building's significance as George
Foreman practiced at Babe's Gym located in the annex and African American
fencing master Harold C. Hayes established his fencing club there from 1986
through 1995;

• continues to maintain its importance in this era as the current owner, the Unity
Council, is one of the strongest community-based development organizations in
Oakland;

• is an anchor and gateway building for the Fruitvale commercial district and the
Unity Council's Transit Village development, with its prominent corner location



LM04-510, 3353-67 International Boulevard 3
Planning Commission - February 2, 2005

at the district's center.

The building has a rating of 'A - Highest Importance' on the Landmarks Preservation
Advisory Board Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility and a 'B - Major Importance'
from the Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey. The reason for the difference is that the
LPAB updated the Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility for Item #14, the Exterior
Alterations category under Integrity. The rating was 1G - Minor changes to overall
character' per the Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey which had been evaluated prior to
the most recent fagade improvements. Within the last year, the fa9ade has been
renovated and this most recent renovation brought back a more compatible character.
The Board corrected the form by splitting the difference between (E - No changes or
very minor alterations which do not change the overall character' and 'G - Minor
changes to overall character'. This change raised the points from the *B' rating to the
'A' rating. Landmark ratings are generally higher than the Survey's ratings. Buildings
are eligible for Landmark Designation with either an 'A' or 'B1 rating.

Landmarks Board Hearing

The public comments at the November 8,2004 LPAB meeting demonstrated support for
the designation. Ms. Jenny Kassan of the Unity Council, as property owner and
applicant, expressed strong enthusiasm for the building to be landmarked because a big
part of the Unity Council's commercial district revitalization is preserving the historic
assets of the community and they are excited to be the owner of this building. Ms.
Kassan also stated that one of the main purposes of the designation is that it will be an
example for the community. Landmarking of the Masonic Temple will draw attention to
the importance and beauty of historic buildings. The Unity Council also talks to business
owners about their historic buildings and how it would be good to maintain and
rehabilitate them. Ms. Kassan informed the Board that the first floor would be
commercial space, including a pharmacy. Upstairs is a family literacy program. There
will be a public market component on the first floor to create an attraction to the existing
commercial district from the new Fruitvale Village.

Effect of Landmark Designation

Regulations for the proposed landmark status provide for design review of exterior
changes (only), up to 240 days delay of demolition, and a duty to keep in good repair.
The landmark would be treated as a historic resource for purposes of CEQA review,
would be eligible to use the State Historical Building Code, and exempt from design
review fees (the only direct local monetary incentive currently offered to designated
historic properties).

Significant exterior changes to landmark properties are referred to the Landmarks
Preservation Advisory Board for recommendations (Section 17.136.040) before the
design review application is acted upon by the Development Director or the Planning
Commission. Minor exterior changes can be processed administratively by the
Development Director, who may seek input from the LPAB, as needed.
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For designated landmarks (Section 17.102.030) the design review criteria require "That
the proposal will not adversely affect the exterior features of the designated landmark..."
and "That the proposal will not adversely affect the special character, interest, or value of
the landmark and its site, as viewed both in themselves and in their setting..." unless
preserving the landmark is architecturally or economically infeasible.

RECOMMENDATION

1. Affirm the environmental determination.

2. Recommend that City Council adopt an ordinance designating the Masonic
Temple at 3353-67 International Boulevard & 1245-49 34th Avenue an Oakland
Landmark.

Respectfully submitted:

CLAUDIA CAPPIO
Development Director

Prepared by:

Pavlinec, Planner HI
Historic Preservation
Major Projects

ATTACHMENTS

A. Map - Fruitvale Commercial ASI
B. Final Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility
C. Final Evaluation Tally Sheet for Landmark Eligibility
D. Oakland Landmark Application Form and attached submittals
E. Landmarks Board Resolution 2004-6, adopted December 13, 2004
F. S-7 and Landmark regulations (Planning Code Sections 17.84.010 and 17.102.030)

Ref: PlanningCommissionReports/MasonicTemple-3353-67Internationald Boulevard&1245



HISTORIC RESOURCES IN THE FRUITVALE NCR AREA SURVEY

Fruitvale Commercial ASI (potential local historic district)
+ Contributor
* Contributor if restored
- Noncontributor

Buildings that appear eligible for the National Register
Buildings that appear potentially eligible for the National Register

m
z:
n



LPAB FORM 3.1

City of Oakland - Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
EVALUATION SHEET FOR LANDMARK ELIGIBILITY

Q Preliminary X Final

Address: 3353-67 International Boulevard & 1245-49 34th Avenue
Name: Fruitvale Masonic Temple

A. ARCHITECTURE
Classical Revival; Ionic pilasters w/elaborate capitals;

1. Exterior/Design: classical entablature w/dentils & modillions; E VG G FP
Masonic cartouche; unique 2nd Floor w/o windows due to Temple.

2. Interior: Egyptian/Classical ornamentation; decorated Masonic mtg. rooms. E VG G FP
3. Construction: Wood construction; brick party wall, E VG G FP
4. Designer/Builder: Hugo Starch, Architect/Engineer; W. J. Thornally, Jr., E VG G FP

Builder.
5. Style/Type: Early Classical Revival; mixed-use commercial. E VG G FP

B. HISTORY

6. Person/Organization: Fruitvale Masonic Temple, Unity Council, E VG G_ FP
Sports (Fencing/Boxing) T, I-C;

7. Event: E VG G FP
8. Patterns: Fraternal and social organizations; Fruitvale E VG G FP

Community/commercial anchor; expansion following San Francisco 1906
earthquake/fire.

9. Age: Built 1909-10. E VG G FP
10. Site: Has not been moved. E VG G FP

C. CONTEXT

11. Continuity: Fruitvale Commercial District; ASI (Area of Secondary E VG G FP
Importance) Anchor

12. Familiarity: A conspicuous and familiar feature in the context of E VG Q FP
the neighborhood.

D. INTEGRITY

13. Condition: E G F P
14. Exterior Alterations: storefront modifications. . E AL F P

Evaluated by: Betty Marvin, Joarm Pavlinec Date: October 25,2004

STATUS
Rating: Aa

Gity Landmark Eligibility: X Eligible Q Not eligible

National Register Status: Q Listed Q In process

Q Determined eligible Q Appears eligible

Q Appears ineligible A m
_ ^ & ATTACHMENTS

Site of Opportunity D ^

This evaluationsi#et was accepted by the landmarks Presery>tipn Advisory Board at its
meeting of /l^v^y^ec^ o

^ (Date)



Address:
Name:

City of Oakland - Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
EVALUATION TALLY SHEET FOR LANDMARK ELIGIBILITY

Q Preliminary X Final

3353-67 International Boulevard & 1245-49 34th Avenue
Fruitvale Masonic Temple

12

6

6

4

6

30

30

18

8

_4

4

4

14

6

3 •

3

2

3

14

15

15

_9

4

2

9

2

7

2

3

2

2

1

2

2

8

8

5

2

1

10

1

4

4

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1. Exterior/Design

2. Interior

3. Construction

4. Designer/Builder

5. Style/Type

A. ARCITECTURE TOTAL

6 . Person/Organization

7. Event

8. Patterns

9. Age

10. Site

B. HISTORY TOTAL

11. Continuity

12. Familiarity

C. CONTEXT TOTAL

16

23

6

PRELIMINARY TOTAL (Sum of A, B and C) 45

-0 -3% -5%

-Q / -25% -50%

,

-10% 13. Condition (From A, B and C total)

-75% 14. Exterior Alterations (From A, B

and C total excluding 2)

D. INTEGRITY

• 1.4

-5.6

7.0

ADJUSTED TOTAL (Preliminary total minus Integrity) 38

(max. 26)

(max. 60)

(max. 14)

(max. 100)

STATUS/RATING

Present Rating (Adjusted Total); X A(35+) Q B(23-34) Q C(ll-22) Q D(0-10)

Contingency Rating (Preliminary Total): X A(35+) Q B(23-34) Q C(ll-22) Q D(0-10)

City Landmark Eligibility: X Eligible (Present Rating is A or B)

Q Not eligible
ATTACHMENT C



Oakland Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board

OAKLAND LANDMARK AND S-7 PRESERVATION COMBINING ZONE
APPLICATION FORM

This form is for use in requesting the City of Oakland pursuant to its Zoning Regulations to establish a landmark
or landmark site or to rezoneone or more properties to the S-7 Preservation Combining Zone. See instructions in
"HOW TO COMPLETE OAKLAND LANDMARK AND S-7 PRESERVATION COMBINING ZONE
APPLICATION FORM."

1. IDENTIFICATION

A. Historic Name: Fruitvale Masonic Temple

A. and/or Common Name:

1. ADDRESS/LOCATION

Street and number: _ 3353-67
Oakland Zip Code:

International Boulevard & 1245-49
94601

34th Avenue,

1. CLASSIFICATION

A. Category
District

__xJBuilding(s)
Structure
Site
pbject

B. Status
x Occupied

^Unoccupied
x "Work in progress

C. Accessible
Yes: restricted

_Yes: unrestricted
No

D.

E.

Present Use (P) and Historic Use (H)
Agriculture Museum

x_Commercial
Educational
Entertainment
Government

Jndustrial
_Military

_Park
Private Residence
Religious
^Scientific
^Transportation
JDther (Specify):

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Non-contributing

1 buildings
sites

__ ^structures
objects

1 Total

ATTACHMENTD



-2- FORMLPAB-4

1. OWNER OF PROPERTY

Name:_The Unity Council_

Street and Number: 3411 East 12th Street

City: Oakland State: CA Zip Code: 94601.

Assessor's Parcel Number: 33-2195-5-0

5. EXISTING FEDERAL/STATE DESIGNATIONS - None

A. Federal

National Historic Landmark
Included in National Register of Historic Places
Determined eligible for inclusion in National Register of Historic Places

A. State

California Historical Landmark
California Point of Historic Interest
State Historical Resources Inventory

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Name of Survey Survey Date Depository
Rating (if applicable)

Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey B+2+ 3/11/94 City of Oakland



FORM LPAB-4

(Photo) (Location Map)

International Boulevard view

34th Avenue/Aventda De La Fuente view



FORM' LJ'AR-4

(Location Map)

View of annex,
1245-49 34th Avenue/Avenida De LaFuente

Detail, rectangular bay
with Mason's cartouche

ifflpplB' Simiflamaiur TV :-'/V.' ':..".'.'':!';i;~1~'i-j1ii:i?j



- 5 - FORMUPAB-4

DESCRIPTION Two- story Classical Revival Hall and Store

A.

D.

Condition:

Excellent
x Good

Fair

S t y l e / T y p e : _

B.

Deteriorated
Ruins ,
Unexposed

Classical Revival

Alterations:
(Check one)

Unaltered
x Altered

C. Site
(Check one)

x Original Site
Moved ("Date )

E. Describe the present and original (if know) physical appearance:

See attached description (2 pages)

7. SIGNIFICANCE

A. Period:
Prehistoric
Pre-1869
1869-1906

_jxJ906-1945
Post-1945

B. Areas of significance—check and
Archeology-prehistoric
Archeology-historic
Agriculture

x Architecture
Art

_x Commerce
Communications
Community Planning
Conservation
Economics
Education

jEngineering
_Exploration/settlement
^Industry

justify below:
Landscape architecture
Law
Literature
Military
Music
Philosophy
Politics/government

Religion
_Science
JSculpture

x_Social/humanitarian -
Masons /Fraternal organizations

Theater
Transportation

Invention
_x Other (specify)

sports - boxing and fencing

C. Period of Significance: 1905-2004 D. Significant dates:
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E. Builder/Architect/Designer: Hugo Storch, Architect, W.G, Thornally, Builder

F. Significant persons: Order of Masons, George Foreman

G. Statement of Significance (include summary statement of significance as first paragraph):

Please see attached statement of significance , 3 pages, plus referenced articles

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES: Various Oakland newspapers, quoted; Biography
of W. G. Thornally, Jr. by Chris Patillo, granddaughter, and principal, PGA Design, landscape
architects, Oakland, CA; Fruitvale Board of Trade, Beautiful Fruitvale, 1905; Oakland Cultural
Heritage Survey, Oakland City Planning Department, research file and State Historic Resources
Inventory forms dated 1981 & 1993.

9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
V

A* Land area of property (square feet or acres); 75' (frontage) by 115* (depth)_

B. UTM References:

USGS Quadrangle Name: OaklandEast _USGS Quadrangle Scale 1:24,000

A 10 568440 B 4181100

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

D

C. Verbal boundary description: APN/address 33-2195-5-0/3353-67 International Boulevard,
includes 1245-49 34th Avenue, Oakland, CA, 94601
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11. FORM PREPARED BY

Name/Title: Pamela Magnuson - Peddle

Organization: Oakland Heritage Alliance/Fruitvale Main Street Program Date: October 6,2004

Street and Number: 4136 Mera Street Telephone: __(510) 532-8911

City/Town: Oakland State: CA Zip Code: 94601

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY
A. Accepted by: \ Date:

B. Action by Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board

Recommended Not recommended for landmark/S-7 designation

Date: Resolution number: ^

C. Action by City Planning Commission

Recommended Not recommended for landmark/S-7 designation
Date:

D. Action by City Council
Designated Not Designated

Date: Ordinance No:



FRUITVALE MASONIC TEMPLE - DESCRIPTION

3353-67 International Boulevard is a Classical Revival hall and store building on a corner
lot in the Fruitvale commercial district. It was built in 1909 (the 1910 city tax assessment
block book notes $7,000. in "new" improvements on the site) on the Levy Tract at the
SW corner of East 14th (later International Boulevard) and Brandon Streets (renamed 34th

Avenue, and recently reconfigured as a pedestrian plaza named Avenida De La Fuente).
It is two-story, rectangular plan (about 75' x 130') wood-frame building with brick party
wall intersecting the International Boulevard property line. It was designed for ground
floor commercial (which it still retains) with second floor Masonic meeting hall, banquet
room and rooms.
The first floor commercial was originally designed for four tenants, according to
newpaper accounts - Oakland Tribune, May 2,1910, special section for the Eagle
Carnival4 - and has seen extensive alterations over the years for different tenants needs.
Recently, the first floor has been redesigned for a single tenant, Farmacia, to somewhat
resemble the original. Large signs and a billboard have been removed; transom windows
have been replaced; plate glass display windows opened up; a corner entrance has been
re-established. The original recessed entry with stairs to the upper level at the northwest
end of the building still remains. Siding on the first level is wide horizontal board; a
molded belt course separates the two floors.
A photograph of the building, accompanying the Tribune* s Eagle Carnival story, shows
the second level remarkably unchanged. The almost windowless second floor elevations
have unusually spaced Ionic pilasters (5 on the International Boulevard side) with
elaborate capitals. Wall sections between the pilasters are covered with either plain
narrow horizontal wood siding or, a pair of blind window frames are above the recessed
entry, a set of five near the center of the building. Above the pilasters is a classical
entablature with modillions above a dentil course.
A wall section in the right end of the 34th Avenue side has a projecting rectangular bay
with a panel of 3 blind windows and an elaborate Masonic cartouche above it.
Rectangular panels with two blind windows flank the bay. At the far left wall section of
the 34th Avenue/Avenida De La Fuente side are two double hung windows.
Over all, a parapet above the entablature has paneled posts above each of the pilasters
with an extra post between two of the pilasters on the East 14th Street side. Behind the
parapet is a slightly domed roof probably supported by trusses over the 2nd floor Masonic
hall.
The second floor interior, when last seen in the Iatel990s, had most of its features intact
with themed rooms, in Egyptian and Babylonian styles. The windowless feature of the
second story speaks to its function as a meeting hall for lodges with their secret
ceremonies.

- Note: superscript numbers in the text refer to articles attached to the application.



The building has a two story wood annex, 1251-59 34lh Avenue, to the rear, built
in 1926. It originally had ground floor commercial space with a banquet room, stage and
mezzanine in the second level. The second floor fapade is a symmetrical arrangement of
three large semicircular blind arches defined by plain shallow plaster architraves. These
are flanked by paired 6-light casement windows (now blocked by plywood). The first
floor originally had two storefronts; at a later date it was covered and used for storage. In
the early 2000s, the street level fa?ade was altered to single tenant with recessed entry
and double row of transom windows above. It is now the offices of the Fruitvale
Community Development Corporation.



FRUITVALE MASONIC TEMPLE - SIGNIFICANCE

The Fruitvale Masonic Temple is an anchor for the Fruitvale commercial district
with its significant corner location at the district's center. Its size and significant design,
architect and builder, attest to the importance of the Masons, and reflect an era of strong
social organizations. The building also stands as a testimony to Fruitvale's, and the city
of Oakland's, fantastic growth (especially from 1890s - 1930s) and Fruitvale's
importance as a social, cultural and commercial center. The building's importance
continues in this era as its current owner, the Unity Council, is one of the strongest
political, financial and community organizations in Oakland.

The building (and annex as a supporting element) appears eligible for the National
Register. The building is in good condition considering its age and other alterations of
commercial buildings in the neighborhood. Its integrity is good. When last seen in the
late 1990s, the second floor interior with its secret meeting halls in Babylonian and
Egyptian themes, fancy columns, painted walls and gold trim, had most of its features
intact

Social and fraternal organizations were at their height in the early 1900s. A page
in Beautiful Fruitvale?, a 1905 promotional pamphlet published by the Fruitvale Board
of Trade, talked about the many fraternal organizations that met at (an earlier) Fruitvale
Masonic Lodge. The organizations were "...rich in membership and funds, and do great
deal of good for the members, as also for humanity."

The Masons had been at another location on East 14th Street (now International
Boulevard), listed at 3123 East 14th-since at least 1904. The "new" Fruitvale Masonic
Temple was dedicated on November 20th, 19092< The lot had been owned by the Masons
since around 1905, and building their own temple had been a long cherished plan for the
Fruitvale Masons. Various newspaper articles from 1905 to 1909 attest to differing
designs and dimensions for the building, with building costs from ranging from $20, to
75,000

The 1905 Oakland Herald3 describes a "handsome" stone building, completely covering
the lot to be built at the cost of $35,000. The Lodge had received ".. .a donation from
H.W.Storch, formerly an architect, (of) the plans and specifications..." for the design of
the building.
In January 1906 the Oakland Herald describes plans for a three-story building, costing
$40,000, with "enough stock pledged by members to warrant calling for bids and
builders." The proposed design had a "second story for a music hall and modern stage
with dressing rooms with all the modern appliances and will be a boon to the many
musical entertainments that have had to go away from Fruitvale to find a suitable
place..." and the third floor would be Masonic halls.

1- Note: superscript numbers in the text refer to articles attached to the application.



In May 1906, after the San Francisco.earthquake and fire, the Fruitvale Progress has an
article about the Mason's altering their plans for a new temple, because similar buildings
to those contemplated by the Masons went down with the earthquake or were destroyed
in the fire.
An Oakland Herald article, May 1907, showed a drawing of the prospective building as a
two-story, 75x150', with costs projected at $75,000.
A February 1909 Oakland Enquirer stated that the cornerstone "has been laid" for the
new two-story lodge "...fronting 15 feet on East 14th Street and has a depth of 115 feet on
Brandon Street." At an estimated cost of $20,000, plans had been drawn by architect
H.W.Storch, who at that time was secretary of the lodge.

The first newspaper account, with a photograph of the building as we know it, is a
special edition of the Tribune announcing the week-long Eagle Street Carnival4. The
photo of the temple shows Parker's Millinery and Alpha Restaurant on the East 14th

Street sideand describes the building as 75x115 feet, with four stores on streetlevel,
recessed entrance at the rear of the Brandon Street (34th Avenue) side. It mentions that
"many plans had been drawn ... but it wasn't until the efforts of this present board of
directors, that matters were hashed out and the building finally built." The article
continues ",. .not having an architect, the board formed themselves into a building
committee and with the assistance of the contractor the various designs were worked
out." The building was erected by W. G. Thornally,, Jr?> a Fruitvale contractor, and a
member of the Fruitvale Lodge. Thfc article also notes that on the .second level were a
lodge room, banquet hall, anterooms and a ladies ,parfcr. Besides the Masons, the
Improved Order of i^d Men, Order of the Eastern Star, Native Daughters of California
and First Church of Christ. Scientist, also called thev,buiiding home.

The complicated and drawn out construction history and design by committee,
using Storch's plans, may account for the unique look of the building, its eccentric
approach to. Classical Revival design. Hugo Starch was born in Mexico in 1873 and
worked in the office of San Francisco architect John Nash5, He lived in the Fruitvale
neighborhood (3114Lynde Street), and, according to 1981 Oakland Cultural Heritage
Survey (OCHS) file, for a brief period around 1911 maintained an office on East 14th

Street. He was known primarily as an engineer, but had built two churches. Both were
designed in the Mission Revival style: Fruitvale Congregational Church on Fruitvale
Avenue (demolished around 1975) and Park Congregational Church in Berkeley. Starch
died in his early 40s.

W, J. Thornally, Jr., builder and contractor, was better known6. Born in 1876, he
built many single family homes, multi family housing & commercial properties through
out Oakland, but particularly in the Fruitvale, Of his significant buildings in Oakland, the
most prominent are the Scottish Rites Temple on Lake Merritt, and two in Fruitvale for
the Telephone and Telegraph Company: one on 2112 Fruitvale Avenue, the other on
3430 Foothill Avenue, He also built a number of commercial properties on East 14tb

street at 3323-33, 331549, and 3600-04. He was president of the Oakland Builders
Exchange for five years, also president of the California State Builders Exchange, and
was a Master of the Fruitvale Lodge of Masons. He collapsed of a heart attack in
downtown Oakland and was taken to Highland Hospital where he died at age 53 in 1934.



In Fruitvale, two other fraternal organizations built halls at this time, The Knights
of Pythias had their three story lodge hall at 3254-58 East 14th Street in 1913. Originating
on the East Coast, their lodges in Alameda County were among the earliest in California.
(Originally built in the Mission Revival style, the lodge was significantly remodeled to
black and white Art Deco tile in the 1940s by the Associacao Protectora Uniao
Madeirense do Estado da California, APUMEC, a Portuguese Benevolent society. The
building is now an apostolic Christian Church.) Another fraternal order of importance in
the neighborhood were the Eagles. It is the opening of their brick lodge hall at 3718 East
14th that was the foundation for a week long celebration, the Eagle Street Carnival,
subject of the special edition of the May 1910 Oakland Tribune mentioned earlier. (The
Eagle hall was demolished in the 1920s to make way for a movie theater.)

The beginning of the 20th century was an important period for Fruitvale's
development. Population had doubled when refugees escaped from and settled after the
1906 earthquake and fire of San Francisco. With an already established commercial
district at the intersection of East 14th and Fruitvale, and both local and national train
service, the area grew with the help of an enthusiastic group of real estate developers, the
draw of a "felicitous'* climate, and local industry for jobs (canneries and the California
Cotton Mills). In a November 1909 election, the district (along with Melrose and the rest
of East Oakland) had voted for annexation to the city of Oakland. The vote was not
without opposition, and many reassurances had had to come from the city of Oakland
before Fruitvale was convinced, but now it was ready to show off. A February 4,19107

Fruitvale Progress noted, that, with the building of their new hall the Eagles proposed a
street festival "...a week of jollity and celebration....which would ....put Fruitvale and
Melrose before the outside public." The event had the support of the local merchants and
eventually included 3 blocks of banners and booths, dedication of the Eagles' hall, a
parade, and a crowning of a queen, a local Fruitvale girl, on the last evening9. The
Masonic Temple was open to the public all week in celebration of the grand event

By the 1920s, with mushrooming growth, there was a fully established
commercial district offering a hospital, medical offices, culture, shopping and many
banks, and tourism (Bentley's Ostrich Farm was amongst its attractions.) It was during
this period that alterations were made to the Masonic Temple, Permit #A 17952, dated
June 22, 1926, with builder Alex Weiben, for the cost of $18,000 for a two story addition,
indicates that this is when the 34th Avenue annex was built In 1928,'36 and '38 minor
alterations (each less than $1000.) were made to the annex by J.B. Petersen & Son, also a
well know builder in the Fruitvale.

From the 1930s through the 1980s (gone by the 1988 telephone directory),
Gabardine's was the main commercial tenant on the ground level. It was advertised as a
general merchandise store. In 1992-93 Oakland Furniture is listed there in directories,
and, according to OCHS forms, by 1994 Bargain Furniture is the tenant.

The Masons presence in East 14lh Street ended in the 1950s. A November 11,
1954 Oakland Tribune10 article showed the Masons digging a cornerstone for a new hall
on Galindo and Fruitvale Avenue. A modern building, whose $125,000 price includes
furnishings, a sheltered interior court and kitchen storage facilities, it was"... in keeping
with a new era in lodge building in the Bay area."

Sports play a large part in the Temple annex on 34th Avenue from about 1959 to
1995. Babe's Gym is listed there in phone directories from 1953 through 1970.



According to Henry Winston, a boxing promoter who promoted George Foreman, and
who is still in the business, Babe's is one of the places that George Foreman practiced
when he was in town11. Also Pacific Fencing Club, owned by Harold C. Hayes, moved
from downtown to this location in 1984. A graduate of Stanford, Hayes, as an African
American fencing master, is a rarity in an already unusual field. He had established his
club in 1984 at 570 14th Street and moved to the Temple annex in 1986. It was a popular
venue and drew students from around the Bay area. But a Spring 1995 article in the
Oakland Tribune laments the fact that, due to a skyrocketing rent increase, the club was
forced to move out of the building12. The club relocated to 2329 Santa Clara Avenue in
1996, and is still there today.

Regarding ownership of the building after the Masons, the owner, according to
the 1981 OCHS form, was tie Shoong Foundation located at 829 Sacramento Street, San
Francisco, In the 1993 OCHS form, the owner, since 1986 was Raymond J. Castor, c/o
Milton Shoong Foundation, 1611 Telegraph Avenue in Oakland. Sometime around
1995-96 the building went into receivership.

In 1996 Cessaly Hutchison, who had been a student at the Pacific Fencing club,
sent a letter to the city13, noting the building's historic status, and urged them to buy the
building. The Spanish Speating Unity Council bought the building in 1996. The Unity
Council has positioned tie Masonic Temple as a gateway building, connecting the
commercial district along International Boulevard to the Transit Village, through the new
pedestrian plaza.



F R U 1 T V A L E MA-SONIC HALL

S o u r c e : " B e a u t i f u l F r u l t v a l e "
F r u i t v a l e B o a r d o f Trade

' 1905
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Picial ( i rd r r s . i innmj; l l i t - i n l ieing F r u i l v a l c
T.cidgc. VVumliiH'n of llie World; Frnitvalc
l.nd^t-, ImU'pai ik 'Ml Onler t t [ Odd Fel lows;
Ah Wall NL-C Tribe, OrOcf of Ret! M e n ;
Golden Link Rcbcka-h -T-qdgc; La ruka
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BldCR the regular m««lnE of ihe camii
inere a.re to be iH>veml candldmt* cnn-
ducted throurh ih>? torem und tt very

! Imporiunt business m«Llns held, li
I imperative iha', rvcry member who t

the Rood of the order ai heiirt

ptruriurc can Iw nil^d by th*
f Mnek to Ifieul Jin»ona.

Officers qf Auociation.

omcerpi Ot the Sliu«nntc Tfttnpl"

iiuion ol Priittval* nr« OB It>i-
C H. Gr«nmtin. prepiden;;

Hivninn1!, Ireonurer: Clcorpe £.

_ ns a onrmiion frnrn H. "\\".
Lorcta, lonn'-rly »n urcjilterl, the
svTis ajid sr'ep.mrHilon!= for the »e»
Uic Lodse Mnwinir Tumple thu; IE 10
; erecte<l on the property imw owned
f' the asaooOatlon :il Eanl Fourteenth
id Braainmi streets al n COS! of J2T.,-
»fl. 'VVorh on the BtnicUire In lo IM:
jmmeocetl cwly Ih the Fprlnc on"
,ock In the Incorporated Temple j\f-
>cln.tion ia lo bo »nlri In Recnrt Hind*
ir the purpose. The lol has benr
illy puld lor.

Splendid Structure.

TTir ttnnple In to m ironstrunleil In
.1 probability, ol fitone, ami in
ensure 7SX11S JnPl, rrampli'lRly c
-inp the lot. It In to lie ihrt-o filo:
i helptil. thp flrfil nonr In cnnliiin
ivciral HiorrToomB. The RCroiid r

to contain n lodROTOom mpimurlnp
1^(70 ,fe«(, with aJl npPoJntmenl-*
kc-iH" » Bplendld aodUorlum. salt
alt tor public meetings or cntertnlTi
ipntn. with n- prac.tical «URr ot IflR.l
•o.l nnd a 20-fooL 'proncFniurn. Thi
(ipirtincnl is tn be rurn.ngeil so that 1

hr trnrtKfovroet! tnlo n rtajics,rvy
n i l nt nhnrt nnlicc. K ('Jin -d lB

nr R banni 'Kl rnnm. Thp rtillnar

SPECIAL

^
in be lurnl

•
^n'elPTBlor miri «r=:in lofi a.rp to o*

^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ R ]odf.e orlMvH«h1y thrnush- ! ll"ynl Arch UHKOHF will ta? esubllsh
' nt Kru i iva le when the new lempl*

nmplcled.

REFLECTION OF WEEK
IN FRA TERNAL CIRCLES\ £ I

"Fraternal nnwMr1 intcndnd lor
this dopartrncnl must he oenl to
"Tho Herald" offic* not Inler than
Wednesday evening to iniuro in-
sertion. It io nl«D requostod th»t
copy be written On one Bide of the
paper only. Otherwise it con not
be treed.

Inc ili" jiri-r^ntiillnu nprfrh. The

f Irmplc wan lh>: reclpitrnl ot nij. hnnd-
i suntc vsiscs trim Mrs, Rrucr mid Mrs*.

Berrtr. n pill Which
clMcd-

A. 0. U.W.
Pacific Lodpp Nn.

th is cvinlnp In 1";

muph appre-

A.O.i:.W.. m
rrnol Hull.

MASONIC
Broolilyn Lnnsr K". -"&. J1"- n"'1

A.M., ff Tiiisl Oaiiland, I n - ) f i ronfpr thp.
third fH'srei' Tuomlar f-venlng, Octo-
ber 2*.

are lo he r.mvfcrred. Several cnjirtl-
dn lcB wrrc rec'plvpfl »' thr firsl mecl-
Inc end U looks KR thouph Pncllic la
in In Bppurr nnc of thp Omnd LotlRe

RED MEN
The rhirf^'of Trmif Tribe ot T!^-

men a.t the IBPI counrll. held OTI ihe
thinpenth sleep of traveling moon,
assembled ir forne around the
firr and :i tnOKt deliptitlul
n-as enjoyed by alt

li IB becoming a common matter i
hear the brothers BHV they

otT-'anl in the tribal meetir.jcK
with mingled IptlinKR of prtdr and
plrnsiure—pride In the -personnel nnd
workJnBR nf the Irlhr tmd pltnsure In
Ih^ penuinc guod ft?llnwFhip nnil true
[r:ilerniLl spirit displayed. i

riroLber I'raiL chairman of the rom-
mlllec -R-orXinfi on Uir npir by-laWB.
rcnoruF I'nm hp is to rirtrJ^nt them If (
the trll. _• during HIIK moon.

Vnrste Tribe is planninK B series nf (
whist tturrnamenui lor the pleiisnre of
th

sc
1054 Was

•ere
Svill

inlt ' .nt^ Into
f inR l>.' n-.mr

c-llor fhiirl-s H"'
{•filar I-'. ls.-"-v. t.
>va£ nmnounri- :. li;
ors aa "letter pi-rt'
^SlThp TTH'mhnr<- nf
tarminp nnoih 'T v

The stmn

thp members and their Irfcnd* durinr , SUmdny niphtow-r
ihe winter months! Thr flr^i Is to he i.l. Wnll in . J.mnin
EtvMi r*rly In November, unner the ^' Kitlpcr. "

mUfre.
of the wn

i( which Woll-e
Ticn,n^ rom-
SUBflcr )!>

BEN HUR

Thp Orlr.ntal rincrne tpnm ta in »
n Rlt-hmond Hniurdiiy ovenlnR. Ko- I •

vember t. to ennler the detrrec of hu- j SONS DF ST. GEORGE
in itv

OctobiT 2(1. 11 u_m., ni I |IB Rlpht1

' nmr Broartwpy. of ;.Snn yarrtn
mrimiJ- front Ihr Tn l l r -d

rmmrni : nl«u r.J«M'ii tipnich;
r-y' ouuiii. r'nrliir unliofMrvy. ft""
ncled imn hpds, hrvtr ni:ilLrs>1»"s. .j:n-;;

ItnnlRum. la."1 r.uri.nTnf, rrofhi-n'
lure" Ho' of nlhtr h.KJHi-htjIO Romlis.
xm atr-ouni of forccltmnrf nf rhai-

rarrrloai-f fm whom U may concern.

Ren Hur HouH No. I: anl i r tpntM
h'tvlnc n dPl iphtful time luniorrow
pvpnlnp al their HiH, Nn. I S O H U yev-
pnlh Ktreel.- Plnnn hnvc hr*r mnrtr m
.plvp an rnicnnlmnrnl and recpptloji
Ln Her Hur mpmbem sind ( inVlnnd
C'nuri No. li. Ttir IH-O f.ourU from
5an Frunc-iFcn ha.ve .heeh invited.

"ftllliy on n rhuif! ot cnnfimaiea.
The (hirty-nevcTilh unnivp.r«n.T^ ni

thp orrtrr IP in br ohHcrved by the bny
coumy IndRer in \atlvp Bonh Hal l ,
Hnn l-'rnncifiPn, when thp prt7es won
Ji; ih" rfnlem tnr membership nre to
be (limrihuird lo the luckr lodges.

. W O O D M E N O F . T H E WORLD

A rouirinp bij- meetine wns held InF t
Tu«idu.y evenlnp by thf Albion if*>xv,
Son* ot Pi. Geortre, Captain U C. Kob-
liiKoa^jBfcupylnE the chair.

Four new members were initialed
Inio the lodge, an<J-«cwrai names n'prr
handed Jnr ^ppllcnUon to the order,
JUURITIE toy the noroerons applicants in
view, it limKs us thoupti ttiip '••ill r*

R O Y A L H I G H L
CBl l f i i rn iu Cns',1

Highliinciert.. me'
-their hul l Tuwrt
J7, "> 'which lii

of
thp

fnunrt
hlmon ol Albion i BU-onphoid. Atic
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the bui lding department of the Mason McDuttle

Company. Me designed tiie row of shops on Arling-

ton 'Avenue in Kensington and the Roberts Studio.

2134 Allston VViiy (1930), The June 19;^) issue at' Ar-

chitect and Engineer feature;; n l l j i n c h - . s l y l e - l i n i r n , 1 hi1

in Sacramento,

Walter SldUicrg (2886-1974)

Walter Sldlburg graduated I'ruin the Univers i ty of

California, Berkeley, in 1910 and worked in the ar-

chitectural offices of Irving Gill, Myron Hunt, John

Galon I Inward, ami Jul ia Mur^in liL-Coir .selling up

lib own practice in 1921. lie resided iw 1'iworamic

Hill where immy of his residential bui ldings can be

found. The College Women's Club at afiHp Bancroft

Way (1928) is Steilberg's largest commission still

standing and i.s a Berkeley landmark.

Louis S. Stone & Henry C Smith

The architectural firm of Stone and Snn'Vh designed

several schools in Berkeley, which arc' no longer

standing, and many San I'ntncisco commercial

buildings. Henry C. SiuUh wits luivn in San iusc m

iH73 and graduated I'ruin the University of I'ennsyl-

vania. He returned Lu the IJay Area in HIUO anil he- .

crime a partner of Stone's. In 1909 he opened his

own office. His Mikkelsen imU Berry Building ;u

2124 Center Street (1902) and the Francis Kklredge

Shattuck Buildmg at 2100 Shal tuck Avenue (i<;oi) •

are lierkeiey landmarks.

Hugo Starch (W73-im7)

Mu^o SLoreh was born in Mexico. D u r i n g the iKyos

he worked in I he ol'l'ice ol'San !;n\nci!iv.i\i nvchilycl

John Nash, Slnirh did more L 'n i f in i . i en t iH i h a n du-

sign, and was an e.xpert at in le^r i i l ing uU-vi i lors i n t o

existing buildings. I'urk Cuni;voi;;UicHud (,'Uurch,

iHo-i i ;nirview SUx-el U v i a ) , i.s his only I n i i l i l i n i ^

in Berkeley. ,

John Iluttxim Thmnm (JS/S-^W.I)

John I h u l s i u i Tlni ini ts \va.s horn in Ni'vada, I k- ̂ rad-
t i a lL-d ['ruin Yak- Univers i ty in i » ;o i ant! i l i u Univ 'LT-

si ly ofCal i lunua, lierkeiey. in 1904. Hulwoun 1 1.1

and ujo6 hi: wurkud I'ur Ju l in (..alLMi llmvnrt.!.

formed a partnership with George Plowman m

1907, and in 1910 set up his own office. During :

career he designed a large number of in ipunnin

home.s in .several eclectic styles and i.s con.sidt.-n ,

one o l ' l l i e most i n n o v a l i v e ICa.s i l i ay a rch i tec t s . ;

ing the first quarter of the century. His Wurki.-U'v

landmarks are the Hume Cloister , 2900 Buena \ :• •

Way dyiS), the CapLain Minify IIuu.se, 13.17 N h a i

tuck Avenue (jgzz), atid the Loring House, i7;>,n

Spruce Street (1914).

William ! Veeks U8(ifi-M36)

WillUiin Weeks WHS boru on I'rince' l-'dwiml Is inn. i

the .son ol'a huilder-architeut. Me settled in Wai-

sonville in 1896 and designed several building I'm

the Spreckcls Sugar Cumpuny. lu 1904 he estnlv

li.shed a practice in San I'rancisco and hecaniL1 a '

prolific designer of schools, libraries, and public

buildings in California. His own house was at Hou

Uighlnnil AVLMHK'. IMedninnl (\ vyi'.i). 1 Its Herkeley

bulldinys include; the Hishop Berkeley Apar tments .

•170*! [)wii>lu VV;iy tmiR). and (lie Duraul Ucilcl,

ztioo Duraut Avenue (utzHJ. a licfkulcy landmark.

Oscar Wentlcroth (JXD'mX)

Oscar Wendyralh was horn in Ph i lade lph ia and

died in Washington D. C. He begun working lur ilu-

. Uniled -Suites Supervising Archi tec t in 1897 and bi1-

caine head of the depar tment in 1912. He retired in

1911- Ouriuj; his ci\ceyv Iw dt'siguod u\;iuy post ul'-

1'iLX's aL-riis.s l l iu Uni ted Slates inclndhi j i liorkeley's

m a i n post nlllce, aoo4 All . s tun Way ( iyu ) .

Will iam W l i j i r l T c a i i t u Ui C a l i f o r n i a l i i i H ? ^ from

Maine , and .seuk'd in Ik'rla'k-y in iHyy . W h a r f f a p -

)»ynrs Ui have hven ;\ sell-uui^lu nrchitecl ami an no

. l i ve i i K - i i i h e r ol' |]R' Mason ic'Teinpli.1. l l i . s I'lL-rke-k-y

landmark.s a re the IMisicr K i i i u i n j l M i l l , 'IMVJ. K i t j h l h

Si reel ( i ' j o f > ) . the iXUisunic ' Icuiplc . '.no^ l l a i i c ro l ' t

Wny li\mr,), and On1 Carlson !!>loek, ;vi'i» Ai

I Vurxter f IS J/5-19 /.I )

W U l i a i n Wur.ster wa.s l u in i in Siocklon ami

2,9"
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William G. Thornally Jr,

FULL/MAIDEN NAME: William George ?
BIRTH DATE: 1876
BIRTH PLACE: Oakland ?

PROFESSION: Contractor

DATE(S) MARRIED:
MARRIED TO: Agnus
CHILDREN: Ralph & George

DATE DIED: Feb. 16, 1944
CAUSE OF DEATH: Heart attack
BURIED:

MEDICAL HIST:

BIOGRAPHY: Lived in Oaldand as a young man with his family at 3027 East 16th Street
Worked with his father as a carpenter. Became a successful contractor and built many single
family homes, multi-family housing, and commercial properties throughout Oaldand
particularly in the Pruitvale neighborhood.

His most significant construction .projects include the Scottish Rite Temple on the shore of
Lake Merritt, several buildings for Pacific Telephone & Telegraph, the Arroyo Sanitarium in
Livermore, Montclair School and Bay City Iron Works which he built for his brother
Harry's business at 4th & Washington in downtown Oakland.

William served as vice president (1939) and president (1940) of the California State Builders
Exchange, It is rumored that William may have had an affair with the secretary of the
Oaldand Builders Exchange. The two of them travelled together frequently.

William,was also president.of the Oakland Builders Exchange for 5 years. He was a
member of the Sequoia Country Club and helped arrange for Ed & Lottie Pattillo to hold
their wedding reception at the club.

He was also a member of the Eastbay Breakfast Club, the Scottish Rite and the Aahmes
Temple of the Shrine. He held the position of master of the Pruitvale Lodge of Masons.

William lived at 832 Paramount Road and 377 Lennox. Other addresses for Will include
285 Lee Street and 150 Lake; Lottie Pattillo remembers visiting her uncle, aunt Agnus and
cousins at their Paramount home which was considered very ritzy at the time. She remem-
bers her uncle as very nice and kind to her.



William Thornally Jr. continued

William died at Highland Hospital where he was taken after collapsing at 17th and Webster
Streets in downtown Oakland. Funeral services were held at Clarence N. Cooper Chapel in
Fruitvale. William's wife Agnus was born on December 2, 1882 and died on December 12,
1934 at age 53,

William and Agnus's son Ralph worked for the Army at Moffett Field, CA. Their son
George Francis was very handsome and nice as a young man. Both he and Ralph graduated
from college. George became a Lieutenant Commander in the Navy.

SEE ALSO information on buildings built by William G. Thornally.



"Will Thomally Jr.



W, & Ttpnalli

promi-
nent Oakland construction engineer,
who was superintendent d£ con-
struKtlonlof the Scottish RIU Temple
and the :loeiU Fucilic Telephone and
Telegraph Building died ol j hcuiL

in this"" area? Hid most recent }ob
was the construction ol the Mont-
clt i, bclvo t * F •/

Thortully was a member of ilw
Secjuom Country Club und theLusl*
bay "Breakfast Club as well as

attack, after collapsing • on Lhu sides the Scottish Rite nhd the' Anilines
walk at 15th and Franklin Streets, jTemnltt of the Shrine. He \vtts be-

st night, i i f v ' i - t , , hi ihfi .oMest livint; past
Thornally, who lived at 37-7 Lenox master ot Fmltvale Lodge ol Masons.

Avenue, died_ shortly after arrival .J^Q gQNS SURVIVE
at 'Highland Hospital.'

In. 1040,. Thornally. waa. elected, to
of the California

, Surviving.fare t,wo sons, George, a
lieutenant in thu Navy, and Ralph,
with the Army at Motlett Field;

sister. Miss
Rosemary Thofnally of New Vorlt.

Funeral services will' bu held
Saturday at 3:30 p.m., at the Clar-
ence N. Cooper Chiipcl in Fruitvale.

the presidency
Stale' Builders Exchunge, alter 1, ., . , ,
holding-the post or vice-president.1'10^' J°h"' a"?

.„„= " ^ I . , » 'in 1939, He was also president- of
the Builders' .'Exchange of Oakland
for five years., . '.
FiujrryXuG PIONKEH,

One of the .original settlers of Hie
FrulLvale area, .the contractor hud
lived .In Oakland lor more than SO
years. In addition Ui sn'-arintEiidiiv*.
the.!U27 construction at the $1,500,000
Temple on the shores ol Luke \\1cv-.
i-m.'ThuvnuUy co n a t rue t.e il the
Arroyo Snnitariuni lit Livermut'H
and other buildings tor Uio'Pacil ic
Telephony and Tel«j;i':ip)i Company



an win row FfXSPilZifHiit... MSMiiiiaiS4W®»
S»S|fefc

n« -nskcrt' to'-ptirtWpaie- . About
are wpcctcrt n»"tike H-ft In Brand m
rude-niid competitive -JrHt- :A,BUllnbl

"trophy wilt te'irriragWMor. Fot-lh

gimrdi of honor, the

— s. . - . . - ; — _
Hie sn-ateU niKtunosi Attractive (cal

'urc will Uc n continuous string of iifih
Vcrom eaeh'stretl lor mniiyJilDcks.-RaiV
ilrcoratcd with flags and banners appro

-jirlalc 'for Utf/occaMon. ^
Secretary McDonald is nnw in eon

rmiin'cntion witli scvnrul civic ..Imdie

' wirn >ilL;»iltiiiB!y h<'ll'- Alin."1 ll"
"; blocks >'• exjireiiJit- 10 ' be "lined-wit
•-Imptht "n( many .R'I(|C -Rh<w-, feature:
h'lie, Ti'Viimui derived (roni such .court's

•sioni'will .l)V BLVPn.'n..[1Jl""'nVf I'V"""
' -yah1 In a|ily Ui a sirri'l fountKm.

On Wi-ihipstlay. February Vib. »
~RTaiiiJ "illy of"K«K'« Will lie lirW at

ilu-iF ri«>ms.':A' l-aiii-mtt arraiujwl l«y
"-^(r'.'-J." OrAlHriplil 'h Inokvfl (or Innu-

The robhery took place between the'
hours of S find 5 o'clock.' H wns durinR
lll ' ift-llmc'lnnl n sleeiier in nn adjohiiiiR
-room wan awakened hy men walking
'oil"lire other' side of the, partition.
TIlinkiiiR tbiit the'nrciiirietnTiV "Cttsar
SnlircriVliml ''Andrew Clainl-roni; or-
sotiir nf tJwir rlrrks were dnins *ome

work; :i* i* Iheir custom at ttnwt,
she .Mi!|ti'eU!il nolhinR-'miil went In sleep
iiHain. Sh<- d i i l - i in i awake'when Hie ex-
plnsinn ni-nirreil, nnd it is evident that
llu- iiirii hail smi-tlnTMl thr "iinid with

-'- • Tlic Ilirccl Upctsllltbli UiiKiir '"' Oil
• iiornla lakes pleasure in aflordiinj lU

people "of" Oakland "»' 6'|iiinruiiiily oT
licAtluK tmc.ol. llni limst illil.l]iniii>

!!J-. .r.|«ik«r»" in ihU country., mi tmiiU-n
nuMtioth ul Buvenmieiil , . mchldiiiK
reel •U'Risiiilii'ii tlir«mf(lr (tic I t t t i ia

'" KcU-itniluni, Rr'ciiH '««! Ibt Dirert Pri
iiury; aiiil ' llic MhtT ln|iirs afltctin

Mr. -\VliiU ls..a
Cr..''IP'l 1*1011- !lllllrt.'iH-X || Tf In III'

trt-il willuilM ctisi in- lire pi i l i l iv .
l-'riilny, I 'Vl i r iuiry < t l i . .f ,|i. I".. M

' Willie will ml'lri'ss li l t- jiilin lm|i'vuv
7^;i«u "CliTl^T'llit 'iTSVIj; nriiib'ieinfr

. m r y ' i r i Wrlrirtt: ' Hii)ir*lrl''f"r'.- SiHiJrr
HIHCM I'lii" ll( LtniHiiftsion L'ha

|L Republlcnri" Club to Meet

...FjiLrauce-was-cffttlcil tliroiipll n rear
door' which niiciis riif FntilvalV avenue.
'Tilt- "iriirUsnH>li"frircfd Ibr'lnck. »[ .llic

i)(' ,li«)r,< liy iiiriins »( « crnivhnr,
:li. innelli'T -wiib -a liinbcr-hrwiiiR.
and ;i iiick-ns, ibpy wr«r.rd
ik i i iR ' in i i> a I in,II iijuii' nl C>

,,cl. and l'"niilvali' .-iivi'iinc. These
mis were lef t l.nliind liy llic .burglars
firr they bml-nnn|ili'ti-.l llmir wiirk..1-....
Tlin-r slpiiRe nn'ii wrrc wrn sborily
?}n'rr 15 o'rlwk-In- NlphJ -Walfl imait .
erri ai llic enrner nl/'.rarr sircrl ami
' rn i lva l r WHM, ainlv'il '^ ln'Hrvcd thai

CM- nrr llw inrii wh'i rnirki'd ill'1 tain.
Tbr robbery hail rvideiilly been cnre-

lilly |iiimnr«l'. Thr safe ' ttam\» J» a
iill'ici-, iilitnil i-iubl I.'V "i*"1''!1 F">

A winilnw r-l'i'll* I mm l'«: i-asl.siib; "'
„- ..ffirr In II"- sin-el. Marks "n ibr
,sIi .! . lHtw ilu{ HIP rdlrfwrs bad fir-si
IriniiK-d In K i l i n rill vnlrancc llirmiRb

ii;t wiiiil ' iiv. Iml lin'l abntidnnrd thf
llcnil ' l iinil liiriM-il"llipir...a'l' '»l io '" ln

it- di 'ur. i" ' " • . . '
T|,,. .furi- ' i - n( llir cK|ilnsit iu bii-w t l i f

,nni nl Il iv sife nmilil'-i-lr l l i r '''
iiiill.-s. Alnii is l U'-lim i" ''"i11 !lll(1 l""'
i-t.fV Ui l t i -H. Clu-i-k-i m UK- eau-iil "

Stl i t 'm'wf 'rr jpfy ii'iiiinirhcd, More re
Siii- l i i 'u; . |n'"iiil'i;,i ('.lyrfi-iiH' I If rnMilT
h u r l nli i-ni | i l i- ' l -Hi f i t r r c "l"'n Ibf «il"
with- ib r i r 1'inls by Iwi ' inK a bole
ihn.ni!b ihc mh- .nnd rim-iii |nii 'R ( i
in:ini |«il!ilf Uiv Im-k. —

Tin- nwii wiirknl w i l l i cltvi-rni'ss. IUH
llii-ri ' wa1- i«i s i i |H ' r f l i i t>i i« wr i rk
Tlu-v (.ii-i'.'tl i'l»-n I*"' l l l»" '

..„ .„-. MijrSrCrrSwensemf'Ni'
'in^KrnttV'saloon-al-thf-Tiirt

street liridpc, Iwo .weeks' ano'..;; -'• !-,": •'.
Tile boy found, the weapon" anil. Hie

dinpiiitr in a vncanl Inl near his fath-
er1* hnust, ami niter lilnyinR with them
for sonic time decided to turn.;.bandit,
am) iijake-his-fcrthcf the victim. John-,
ami knew that dclectives were "caichmB
Ibt iieiitlihnrhoriil fnr" evlilencc n«iin«
ScIiaK», find look the gtm find mask to
Krall , who iiiilUied the pfJi"-"' '
' Srhaclr. was tnken tn Hie City Prison
Inst Mfitulay from thu Acropolis nana-
tiiriinn. l".»(l Oakland, where lie-l«»
been *intrc lln> hnldii'i, siifTuriiiB from
\\w umisiml wnund. He declnrcs that
lie was shut hy rt Itoltju)) .man wliile nn
his • way..hninc.. ...The., police s.lill.I.ln;i
lievi' tliai lie is UK man Swensnn shol
llu- t i iftt i l til (lie ruWter)1. -,

portbnn
aliouf • midway?

ftothat the '• mi^dje
-trn(^_-.whc
h«n plnnn

There-in' 'it~)>^.•«».•»-'....~.J|T-_
that the Snnthern' Pacific^ls confetnp
iirp runniiiR n "brar"'1 '".line^nloiffl
Alleiiilnlc"' diMrictr--
Urowintj tip nnd was
Koulr ' nlronghollli- tif
\tftn Mirveyed
tl'ic' Ucalty ' Synti'tcnt_ _ _ _r _

s of hntb —companies- a i e .̂'lfl

Inilall

,...iillp—hisiaNniiwi -of—lire
Lndy Maccaliecs "I l-'rniivalc Hive Ko-.
in wiis l u ' l i l 'm ' - l l i c tilil Masunic Hall
Friday afierntion. The ijcwly elected
nll'ii'i-i-H Kiirnmmlfi! llic a l inr , 'whir l i «"»
Uisti ' l i iUy deci.irated willi l lc iwefH .ill«l
lern^i "ml were .installed ..by Mrs. Mm;
nii> Ayi l i - l i - l l f , wb» i* alw Sni'rcnm

ilain. Mrv Lnmlwri was--_Ltidy'•*"(•
•imJuTTs'. I'tillowiiiR are 'tlic tinmcs
IK- riUkrrs: Pnst ciHiiiiiamlcr, Alice
M-y; riiiiin'vuultfrr ^^iIt(lll•i^•••WcUs;.•
en;inl rniniiiander, 1'r.inres . I ' i«s;

m-in-rl hr - i - i i i -v . Aniisi' I . M u k a r ; fiuauct;.
inillimr. Ji-ssic Maqilicrsim; cbapbiii.
Ani i i i M. f ? . i istnrf;;scr(rrani, Mny Kiiiji:
,„ -, ul iiriiif... Ci i i ru Hi i ld ivin; senli-
r i r I . Mi ' lv in . l inirn: ( l i i - l t . - l . . Mi t l i l i ln

land cxtpnaivtlylin the/!
Lcnnn Height* tracts^lthc
|int|Kisc is imi known.i.

11"""'"r7i;^P.r|?;^
The Kpjr'ltoniii IIHII ncnrly (ompldtmt^'WES'

tiuj'fne Jls rinl)i"6f^wiiy^li!_ff™g|l^lirtT ~^*~
nnnhfrii jiari nf llic nniiexed^tlistrict,"
nnil- it 'is iiiHlcrslnod,"rwll^]c5'rhlmicncc~

i-wi'irk on -tbe " " "~I*~~~^—. .
T wen»v - s iron 11: street -I i ft e—or2J*>~Pteil—V-^r^'.

monl line.

May of Dpnounc«"Poar"9treBt-
- •-' ~- Work. IZ1[5

Mayor' IJnlfllr K. D^lolt• tcnmrcdi-.tht
'Oahlnnd* 'Eniclion Coriipflr]y™ili]rinr;"-a
.w.wirin nf llic llonnl-of--Ptili]ic -Workc
cnnniiissitin, InM 'Wcdnusflay . rnornitlft
Inr i i i f c r inn |i:iviH(f.llong"ttf~rnn:kS7s=He
iiilorineil ^iTir- chief ..cneiiiecr,---E,- .-M.

in he

]iiiiinls, M u i - K i i r ~
••Kuril n| | b<< a l invi- nlli< ;rrF. wi-rr i i )>-

ldaiiilr.1 its they' .WITI- invilcd, by
HiHit i l t i i i i i 'Vir f i rer . ' . !" llii-ir-Flalmn^
RUitnl u-iiin n( Oaklimd Hivt Nn. l - l ,
unil.-r t in- Mipfrv is inn n( C:i | iUiiii Maud
Swill K|!:III ilid Ihr Ibmr work in si
r i ' i - i l i t i i l r i r inannci- nml ilrservi't miirli
i , i» ; i . r i,-. .1.,i"-, !ita« l l l l l i n . i ' M n f e n f - . m - l

slrn-t, Uroailwny, Twclfili si reel and
I'nliln iivruni' wmtlil nrobntily' nnvc

ilni'ril,
sl lie well -jlnniii. lie tore Jjjif

. •
|iavi(i*{ wi l l • lie. a nl i; Jnrt" ry-^t" - < fto. - lt—
|ili-," K:III! Hir ni:i>'(ir. "I slin«l(l .tiilrt
ymir iymi[iany-'.Mloiil(l flnil

^-uj du R»oil wnrk-n t -
,.. ..st- <il f l i i i i i R fi twice. '

TTbvrt |i;i_s l i p e n ' n - R r c a l deaf o'f.limji
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c-u/tva/e Masonic TempleI A-. ^, (\ ,̂ £_c / /„ // - s~v •

Cornerstone R/te Saturday
_ ' . ..„ - .. 'ŝ l.u.--,1...A-t,./7 '̂&The grandmaster of'the Cali-

fornia, Grand '• Masonic Lodge
and-. Grand" Officers -will .offici-
ally lay-the- cornerstone 'for the
new $125,000 -.Fr'uitvale .Masonic
Temple-Saturday;.^ "-'••^ :>'/'

The1 temple,' which: iE;.vafr-5!ruit-
has

for a

man of the affair, said a lunch*
eon for th&Grand-Lodge officers
will be-held'at ,12:15̂ .01, :at the
edge's present meeting hall at

3256 E. 14th St. ...
A special Grand Lodge ses-

ion wiU;,;foITow. Budy Jenny,
I'ruityaifr^past) master, will be
, "•ft>-'"l;"'j{i;j0j;y|;ne giand.master

#\S£6up travels-to the

[spnng; ^
•-The"'cerenlohy starts at 3 p,m.

and is open-to the public. _ ..•
Henry C. Clausen, grand.mas-

jsr_and the other. Grand "Lodge
;;;̂ |rs will be introduced by

jrranic B. Killinger Jr., pasl
(master of Fruitvale Lodge and
[current inspectori of the 356th
'Masonic District.1 '• . -.• ••"

ArthUT'Lindh, master of .Fruit-
vale'Lodge, also.will officiate at
the event.

Walter. A,.Hose, past .master
of Pruitvale -Lodge, and*, chair

Theodore'.S* -Bean,^preside r

tion, is responsible for directing
activities.on'the construction of!
ne new. building.' He said the
^125,000- cost .includes furnish-
ings,. .';. :'• '.; '.; "•' " \

The building 'WiH include a
lodge-room, a. lounge ,room, a
Bhelterelf! ̂ interiar'." conrt, a
kitchen.' and ' storage facilities
"and is Tnodem.in design and in
keeping.with a-.new.era in lodge!
buildffl& in the .Bay. Area," Bean |
said. ^i-.VVi \f-:\!v-'A'
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The architect's design as it appeared In the 19D6 Oakland Herald
i . .

occupied the iground floor" retail
space iaciHgUaSt l4th Stredtfor
many yeatSi On the seoon9 flow
directly above the store the
Jodge's ceremonial room took fljJ
most of the space

A Cdlifonilo tedture
Piiiafffand other classical

detailihg7incliiding delicate
stenciling, along the cornice of '
the oblongshaped chamber are
still visible, attesting to the
dignified functions once •>
perfonried there*

Throughout California,
Masonic Halls often among the
earliest buildings in a community,
(several can be found in the Gold
Country) still stand. Typically
they were located in business
districts; had ground floor
merchantiie'activities that
generated rent, and upper floor
meeting rooms, banquet'hallsrahd
ceremony chambers

Fniitvale*s Masonic
Association • relocated ;toi new
facility In 1954 and the building,
has had .a succession bf owners
sinoe. Recently it went irtto
receivership1 A "brick wall along
the west side of the structure
qualified it as an unremf orced
mascinry btiiltiing Undef the city's
URJV1 Ordinance Because of its
receivership Status, it is Uncertain
when the necessary retrofitting
will be completed;

The fencing'club, unable to-

^u^u tolerrfls with fhe^rent
Increase has left the^building^rtti
has relocated temp&tarily to the
Oakland Billet Academy on

' " ' • • * • •- •- ' -^Gf

>GessSaly Hiite

Thelront portion
of the building
was built m 1909

Thfe buiiaifi

Cr
Builfling'Code might a^Sply wltn
regard to tiode-lipgtades If the
biiiltiihg*reQeived bc^Handmark
statUs, aMills AcrGontract ( a
property tax ffeassessment^or «
qualified historic buildings') might
prove attractlvfe to a-future buyer

The old MasbnlcBaH is
located in iheTiearl of^fiiltVaie's
identifiedlilCR (NeigTiborhOOd
Commercial Revltalizatioft1)
Distort tind the city 16 hwaitbtg
word on 'Whether Oakland is ;
designatgfl a Dalifo^rnia '
Mamstfee't Community The East
14th Street oorndbr inHuitvale is
the "mauistteet" -targeted for the
technical •assistance ptoViflcd by
California Main^lrefit, a program
used suXcesstully m many
communities -Statewide Thr local
nonprdfit org&ni2ati6n
Speaking Unity Council is
coordinating the various
revitalizing efforts' underway,

e
studio)

Twas added in
1926- f

including planstot a transit
Villagt conception the Fruitvale
BART station,
' "I think this building, if

•Rehabilitated would make-a fine ..
addition to tbe neighborhood,"
says Cessaly

The fencing club recently
received its nonprofit 501c3 status
andis pursuing grants to expanti
its classes and offer instruction to
local youth Those mt&etfted ifl
learning more about the Pacific
.Pehcihg Glub and the.availability
of .classes should contact Harold
C Hayes, the number is 436-
3800

fAmiatee Allen is past president
iff Oakland Heritage Alliance and
is ourfertity o/i the Oakland Land-
marks Preservation Advisory
Board



CHESTER KING VEGA - Sloll

A fencing ciass practices at an averting, session at the Pacific Fencing Club, which will move from Oakland's Fruitvnlo district.

Fencers need a new place to duel
By Stncey Wells
STAFF wnnen

OAKLAND — For seven years,
Hutcliiiwon has walked up the wide,*'
wooden .staircase eveiy Wednesday at 6
p.m. to the Pacific Fencing Club.1

she steps over the threshold onto
Hip. raised hardwood Ooor, slie enters oil-
other world. WILhln seconds, the workday
pressures of commuting wicl being a legal
analyst are gone.

For tlie next few hours it's just Hut-
clunson and her full, bound together hi on
intricate spurt that's half brains, half phys:
leal endurance and completely intoxicating.;

"It's .like playing a physical chess game,"
slie said. "You have lite toola to win, but It's
lunt how you put 1L together, The possibili-
ties of winning anil enjoying the game are
endless,"

But Hutchinson and her classmates at
Ihu Oakland fencing club are worried,

A $l,10Q'EL-uumth Tent increase has
forced owner Harold Hayes to close his 11-
yew-old academy In the Fruttvale district,
temporarily relocate to the Oakland Bullet
Academy nnd search far n new, pornmnent *
liidlily,

Students worried

Willie Huyes brushes off the predicament
as n minor inconvenience and nn opportu-
nity to start over, l\ia students are con-
cerned Hut, this may lead to the end o[

dub dedicated to fencing.

Vf's like playing a physical chess game. You have the
toots, to win,, but it's just how you put it together. The possibili-
ties, of. winning and enjoying the game are endless. "

; Cesaaly Hutchinson

"Oil Soil, Us really depressing, " suld
Sieve Uahur, n otic-year student wliw tniveis
from Hiulimond Lo study under Hayes. "I'm
eonecniKil because it's Lough. And a fencing
master is not a Infill- paid Job."

"I'uople are beginning ui Idiuiliry the
dub as boiiig Oakland, We got people from
Concurd iim) San Maleo anil sometimes as
far awny us Liverroore," said Hulchinaon!

."Us moving jsjjtwig lo take nwayTrom Ilia!
flLnbllllj. We can nil recover from setbacks,
but how long doee It Ulic \ia7"

Hayes' landlord, Frank Satterwhlte, a .
HayWard. attorney, said the rent hlkfe from
JfJOO to $1,700 a iiioiitfi enforces a (ease
.agreement between Hayes and tl\e build'
Ing's former owner. But Hayes said that
agreement was waived, by Ills former land-
lord because tenant Improvements were not

.completed'in time, forcing Hayes to lose -
business.

Hayes moved into tlie -nondescript •
building on 34tli Avenue In 198G, after relo-'
eating from downtown. The building was
constructed In, 1909 as the Fniitvale Ma-
donlc Temple, according to tlie Oakland
CuittttaJ Heritage Survey. Hayes' ciub is up--
fltnlrB, JH a room once occupied by Babe's'
Qym, where heavyweight champion boxer-
Oeorgc Foreman reportedly once trained.

Classical training :

There is a renaissance feeling to the
duo. Hayes' ewJIecUofi ofswortla — iriostly
the lightweight, llexlble full, but also the
•epee and sabre — line walls. Dozens of plc-
Uirea of clminpioHS, inatructors and groups
(if students hang on the wnlls. There-13 n II-
lirnry kit teacli BiiidDJils tlic lilstoiy of
fencing. Hayes, whose background to Ui phi-
losophy, traced Uic Uiienge of liia own ii\-
stvuctors back to I8th century Rome.

IL'a.Uiut history, tmd what aludcnts de-
scribe as Hnyes' (ihliosopliical approach to
tcacliliiB fencing, that have brought them
here. Some come [rum as far away as Con-

nord, San Mateo, Llvermore and even San
Prnnciaco, whlcl\ boasts u renowned club of
Its own. Hayes utilizes the Socratlc method
In teaching, compelling -students to flnd
Uielr.own answers and solutions .to complex
dilemmas that arise during bouts.

Plus, Hayes and InstniiAotvArthur Lane
offer studenta a combined 92 years of expe-
rience to about 100 students.

"If you look at the general world of
tilings, there ore people very interested in
recreation, health, fitness, personal growth,
social contact and liistorical continuity," he
said.' "Fencing lias all that."

"I needed to get some exercise and It's R
good way to do that," said Mark Byrne of
Oakland, "It's really cerebral'—kind of
keeps your mind off of tvorking out'. "•

Must stay focused

'/uwlrejka Coklyat of San Francisco begar
fencing three years ago at Hayes', club be-
cause she thought she would." enjoy''Uw
combat. As K lillle girl, she always'day
dreamed or sword figlib,

"Now I realize how much It's a more BE
rious art," she .wuii. "H's about focusin
and self-control."

Hayes admits the pending move will b
disruptive and some of what- makes the clu
unique will be lost. But he refuses to let
upset liis own coittposure. :

"Thin nlay be nn opportunity-to, hnpniv
cveo'tJ'iJ'Si" 'ie -wld. "Impiovc tlie.locuLloi
hnprnve the level of opemlion and"redegl(j
the business 1 am in."



141 Montecito ftve. , #101
Oakland, CA 94610-4501
(415)982-3130(W)

Honorable Mayor Elihu Harris
6 City Manager Craig Kocian

1 City Hall Plaza
Oakland, CA. 94612

Re: Acquisition of October 24, 1996
Historic Property
1249-34th Avenue
pak_la.nd,_CA

Dear Mayor Harris and City Manager Craig Kocian:

There is a historic property at l249-34th Avenue in the Friaitvale
District called the Gabardine.

It was built in the early 1900's by the Masonic Lodge Brothers,
then went on to become various business- entities until the 1960's,
when it was Babe's Gym. Reportedly, George Foreman boxed there.
In the 1980's, it was a fencing club.

I propose that the city purchase the property and rennovate
it as a museum and a local and national ..historic landmark.

Enclosed are 2 articles published in May and June, 1995, re-
spectively, in the Tribune and the Montclarj-on regarding this
structure.

The city could-then lease the building back to a nonprofit
corporation that would be responsible for the upkeep and operation
of the structure.

I would appreciate the courtesy of & reply at your earliest
convenience.

Thank-you.

Sincerely,

Cessaly D. Hutchinson

cc: •Betty Marvin, Oakland Cultural Resources Dept

Enclosures



RESOLUTION 2004-6
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

CITY OF OAKLAND

WHEREAS, a proposal to designate the following property as an Oakland Landmark pursuant to
Section 17.144 of the Oakland Planning Code has been considered by the Landmarks
Preservation Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and examined the material pertaining to this property in
Case File LM04-510 and the Oakland Landmark Nomination Application form, a copy of which
is attached; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the property meets the landmark designation criteria
found at Section 17.07.030P of the Planning Code and the Board's Guidelines for Determination
of Landmark Eligibility in that the property:

• reflects the era of strong social organizations in its size and significant design,
architect and builder, maintaining its second floor use as a Masonic lodge until the
mid 1950s;

• reflects the growth of Fruitvale following the 1906 earthquake and fire of San
Francisco, when Fruitvale's population doubled;

• is a monumental and somewhat eccentric 1909 Classical Revival mixed-use
commercial building, with Ionic pilasters, elaborate capitals, and a classical
entablature with dentils and modillions;

• is architecturally distinctive in that the second floor is windowless to reflect its
function as a meeting hall for secret Masonic ceremonies;

• exhibits high quality second floor meeting hall interiors, including Egyptian and
Babylonian themes with elaborate columns, painted walls and gold .trim;

• was originally designed by Fruitvale architect and engineer Hugo Storch (with the
final design apparently by the lodge's building committee) and built by W, J.
Thornally, Jr. who was a prominent Oakland contractor and builder of many
homes and commercial properties throughout Oakland, including the Scottish Rite
Temple on Lake Merritt;

• was expanded in 1926 with an annex designed by Howard Schroeder, where
sports has more recently contributed to the building's significance as George
Foreman practiced at Babe's gym located in the annex and African American
fencing master Harold C. Hayes established his fencing club there from 1986
through 1995;

ATTACHMENT E



continues to maintain its importance in this era as the current owner, the Unity
Council, is one of the strongest community-based development organizations in
Oakland;

is an anchor and gateway building for the Fruitvale commercial district and the
Unity Council's Transit Village development, with its prominent corner location
at the district's center.

And WHEREAS, an Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility has been prepared for the
property in accordance with the Board's Guidelines for Determination of Landmark Eligibility;
and

WHEREAS, the Evaluation Sheet shows that the property meets the Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and accepted the Evaluation Sheet, a copy of which is
attached; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that this property merits Landmark designation,
protective regulations, and preservation for the enjoyment of future generations;

Now therefore be it -

RESOLVED: That the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board hereby initiates, under Section
17.144.030D of the Oakland Planning Code, action to establish as aLandmark the following:

HISTORICAL NAME; Fruitvale Masonic Temple

COMMON NAME: Fruitvale Masonic Temple

ADDRESS: 3353-67 International Boulevard & 1245-49 34th Avenue

DATE BUILT: 1909-10

ARCHITECT: Hugo Starch, Architect/Engineer

ORIGINAL USE: Mixed-Use Commercial

PRESENT USE: Mixed-Use Commercial

PARCEL NUMBER: 033 2195 005 00

And be it



FURTHER RESOLVED: That this property shall be preserved generally in all its exterior
features as existing on the date hereof or may be modified to restore, replicate, or more closely
resemble its original or other historical appearance; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That this action be forwarded to the City Planning Commission for
public hearing and consideration;

Approved by the Landmarks Preservation Board,
Oakland, California: AJJ^^^J/.^ . 2004

ATTEST: I J^*»^^ O<£^£^j Secretary



17.84.010

Chapter 17.84

S-7 PRESERVATION COMBINING ZONE
REGULATIONS

Sections:
17.84.010 Title, purpose, and applicability.
17.84.020 Zones with which the S-7 zone

may be combined.
17.84.030 Design review for construction,

alteration, demolition, or
removal.

17.84.035 Special residential design review
for Secondary Units.

17.84.040 Design review criteria for
construction or alteration.

17.84.050 Design review criteria for
demolition or removal.

17.84.060 Postponement of demolition or
removal.

17.84.070 Duty to keep in good repair.

17.84.010 Title, purpose, and applicability.
The provisions of this chapter shall be known as

the S-7 preservation combining zone regulations. The
S-7 zone is intended to preserve and enhance the cul-
tural, educational, aesthetic, environmental, and eco-
nomic value of structures, other physical facilities,
sites, and areas of special importance due to histori-
cal association, basic architectural merit, the em-
bodiment of a style or special type of construction, or
other special character, interest, or value, and is typi-
cally appropriate to selected older locations in the
city. These regulations shall apply in the S-7 zone,
and are supplementary to the provisions of Section
17.102.030 and to the other regulations applying in
the zones with which the S-7 zone is combined.
(Prior planning code § 6400)

17.84.020 Zones with which the S-7 zone
may be combined.

The S-7 zone may be combined with any other
zone.
(Prior planning code § 6401)

17.84.030 Design review for construction,
alteration, demolition, or removal.

In the S-7 zone no building, Sign, or other facility
other than a new Secondary Unit shall be constructed
or established, or altered or painted a new color in
such a manner as to affect exterior appearance, and
no structure or portion thereof shall be demolished or
removed, unless such proposal shall have been ap-
proved pursuant to the design review procedure in
Chapter 17.136 and the applicable provisions of Sec-
tions 17.84.040,17.84.050, and 17.84.060. However,
after notice to the Director of City Planning, demoli-
tion or removal of a structure or portion thereof shall
be permitted without such approval upon a determi-
nation by the Inspectional Services Department, the
Housing Conservation Division, their respective ap-
peals boards, or the City Council that immediate
demolition is necessary to protect the public health or
safety, or after expiration of the periods of post-
ponement referred to in Section 17.84.060. Whenever
it is proposed that demolition or removal be followed
within a reasonable period of time by new construc-
tion, review of the new construction shall take place
in conjunction with review of the demolition or re-
moval.
(Ord. 12501 §60,2003: prior planning code §6402)

17.84.035 Special residential design review
for Secondary Units.

No Secondary Unit shall be constructed or estab-
lished unless plans for the proposal have been ap-
proved pursuant to the special residential design re-
view procedure in Chapter 17.146.
(Ord. 12501 §61,2003)

17.84.040 Design review criteria for
construction or alteration.

Design review approval for construction, estab-
lishment, alteration, or painting of a facility may be
granted only upon determination that the proposal
conforms to the general design review criteria set
forth in the design review procedure in Chapter
17.136 and to both of the following additional design
review criteria:

(Oakland Planning Supp. No. 19, 10-03) 220



17.84.040

A. That the proposal will not substantially im-
pair the visual, architectural, or historic value of the
affected site or facility. Consideration shall be given
to design, form, scale, color, materials, texture,
lighting, detailing and ornamentation, landscaping,
Signs, and any other relevant design element or ef-
fect, and, where applicable, the relation of the above
to the original design of the affected facility.

220-1 (Oakland Planning Supp. No. 19, 10-03)



17.84.040

B. That the proposed development will not sub-
stantially impair the visual, architectural, or historic
value of the total setting or character of the sur-
rounding area or of neighboring facilities. Consider-
ation shall be given to integration with, and subordi-
nation to, the desired overall character of any such
area or grouping of facilities. All design elements
or effects specified in subsection A of this section
shall be so considered. (Prior planning code § 6403)

17.84.050 Design review criteria foro

demolition or removal.
Design review approval, pursuant to Section

17.84.030, for demolition or removal of a structure
or portion thereof may be granted only upon deter-
mination that the proposal conforms to the design
review criteria set forth in subsections A and B of
this section, or to one or both of the criteria set
forth in subsection C of this section:

A. That the affected structure or portion thereof
is not considered irreplaceable in terms of its visual,
cultural, or educational value to the area or commu-
nity;

B. That the proposed demolition or removal will
not substantially impair the visual, architectural, or
historic value of the total setting or character of the
surrounding area or of neighboring facilities;

C. If the proposal does not conform to the crite-
ria set forth in subsections A and B of mis section:

1. That the structure or portion thereof is in
such condition that it is not architecturally feasible
to preserve or restore it, or

2. That, considering the economic feasibility of
preserving or restoring the structure or portion there-
of, and balancing the interest of the public in such
preservation or restoration and the interest of the
owner of the property in the utilization thereof,
approval is required by considerations of equity.
(Prior planning code § 6404)

17.84.060 Postponement of demolition or
removal.

If an application for approval of demolition or re-
moval of a structure or portion thereof, pursuant to
Sections 17.84.030 and 17.84.050, is denied, the

issuance of a permit for demolition or removal shall
be deferred for a period of one hundred twenty
(120) days, said period to commence upon the initial
denial by the reviewing officer or body. However,
if demolition or removal of the structure or portion
thereof has also been postponed pursuant to Section
17.102.060, the initial period of postponement under
this section shall be reduced by the length of the
period imposed pursuant to Section 17.102.060.
During the period of postponement, the Director of
City Planning or the City Planning Commission,
with the advice and assistance of the Landmarks
Preservation Advisory Board, shall explore all
means by which, with the agreement of the owner
or through eminent domain, the affected structure or
portion thereof may be preserved or restored. The
reviewing officer or body from whose decision the
denial of the application became final may, after
holding a public hearing, extend said period for not
more than one hundred twenty (120) additional
days; provided, however, that the decision to so
extend said period shall be made not earlier than
ninety (90) days nor later Than thirty (30) days prior
to the expiration of the initial one hundred twenty
(120) day period. Notice of the hearing shall be
given by posting notices thereof within three hun-
dred (300) feet of the property involved. Notice of
the hearing shall also be given by mail or delivery
to the applicant, to all parties who have commented
on the initial application, and to other interested
parties as deemed appropriate. All such notices shall
be given not less than ten days prior to the date set
for the hearing. Such extension shall be made only
upon evidence that substantial progress has been
matte toward securing the preservation or restoration
of the structure or portion thereof. In the event that
the applicant shall have failed to exhaust all appeals
under Sections 17.136.080 and 17.136.090 from the
denial of the application, the decision to extend said
period shall be appealable under the provisions of
Sections 17.136.080 and 17.136.090 to those bodies
to whom appeal had not been taken from the initial
denial of the application. (Ord. 12237 § 4 (part),
2000: prior planning code § 6405)
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17.84.070 Duty to keep in good repair.
Except as otherwise authorized under Sections

17.84.030 and 17.84.050, the owner, lessee, or other
person in actual charge of each structure in the S-7
zone shall keep in good repair all of the exterior
portions thereof, as well as all interior portions the
maintenance of which is necessary to prevent deteri-
oration and decay of any exterior portion. (Prior
planning code § 6406)
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