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HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL 
Oakland, California 

Subject: Resolution Authorizing the City of Oakland to File Amicus Briefs in 
the Appellate Proceedings Involving City and County of San 
Francisco and Office of City Attorney v. COBRA Solutions, Inc ... 

Dear President De La Fuente and Members of the City Council: 

SUMMARY 

At its September 30, 2003 closed session, the City Council discussed the request 
of the City and County of San Francisco and the League of California Cities that the City 
of Oakland file amicus briefs in the appellate proceedings regarding the subject matter. 
The City Attorney recommended that the Council authorize this Office to file amicus 
briefs in appellate proceedings supporting the City and County of San Francisco's 
appeal of the Superior Court's decision in City and County of San Francisco and Office 
of City Attorney v. COBRA Solutions, Inc ... 

The Superior Court found that the entire City Attorney's Office was tainted with a 
conflict of interest because the City Attorney's former law firm previously advised one of 
the defendants in a public corruption case on some non-litigation matters. The City 
Attorney erected an ethical wall between himself and the attorneys handling the 
litigation and there was no evidence and no allegation that any confidential information 
leaked across the wall. 

FISCAL IMPACTS 

None. The amicus briefs will be prepared and filed at no cost to the Cit , 
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BACKGROUND ORNCOUNCIL 

The Superior Court disqualified the San Francisco City Attorney's Offi &YoA 8 20@ 
continuing to investigate and prosecute a public corruption case because City Attorney 
Dennis Herrera's former law firm previously advised one of the defendants-COBRA- 
in some non-litigation matters. The court made its ruling even though the San 
Francisco City Attorney erected an ethical wall and there was no evidence or even an 
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