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A Resolution Honoring the 2005 Inductees to the West Coast Blues Hall of Fame

WHEREAS, the music form known as “the Blues” is recognized as a uniquely American cultural
contribution, and appreciated throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, originating from the African American music traditions of Texas and Louisiana, and
speaking directly to everyday struggles and joys, the “Oakland Blues” share a special local and national
historical, cultural and musical significance; and

WHEREAS, the Oakland based Bay Area Blues Society, a non-profit organization, is dedicated to
the preservation, promotion and representation of this American folk music and cultural forms of Blues, Jazz
and Gospel as they took root in African-American communities; and

WHEREAS, For the past 18 years, the Bay Area Blues Society has reached out within our community
to present the rich musical heritage of the Blues, American’s only true home-grown art form, including annual
awards to honor local and national artists who have made a significant contribution to the Blues; therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Qakland City Council recognizes and honors the 2005 inductees to the Blues Hall
of Fame: Roger Collins, Eddie Foster, Bob Geddins Jr., Joe Gibson, Freddie Herrera, Merle Sanders Sr., John
Turk, Stan Wilson, Pointer Sisters, The Ballads, Robert “Bob” Jeffrey; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Oakland City Council gives special recognition to the 2004 honorees
for lifetime achievement in blues and R&B music: Bo Jack and Larry Batiste.
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