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Office of the City Manager 

Daniel D. Purnell, Public Ethics Commission 

City Council Rules and Legislation Committee 

2003 OCT I 6  PH 3: 2 I 

Re: A Report and Recommendation To Obtain Required City Council Ratification 
Of Amendments To The Public Ethics Commission's Bylaws Pertaining To 
Committee Organization And Compliance With The Sunshine Ordinance. 

SUM MARY 

At its regular meeting of October 6, 2003, the Public Ethics Commission amended its 
bylaws to 1) eliminate its current Rules Committee and replace it with a Lobbyist 
Registration And Campaign Finance Committee, and 2) conform its meeting procedures to 
the recently amended Sunshine Ordinance. Pursuant to O.M.C. 32.24.070, these changes 
will become effective within 60 days of their adoption unless two-thirds of the members of 
the City Council vote to veto them. 

FISCAL IMPACTS 

None. 

BACKGROUND 

The Public Ethics Commission is currently organized into three standing committees: 
Rules committee, Education Committee and the Sunshine Committee. Earlier this year, 
the Commission reviewed its committee organization and decided to eliminate its Rules 
committee and replace it with a committee on Lobbyist Registration And Campaign 
Finance. This change reflects the Commission's responsibilities for administering 
Oakland's Lobbyist Registration Act and anticipates the Commission's comprehensive 
review of Oakland's Campaign Reform Act (OCRA) scheduled for next year. 

In addition, the most recent amendments to the Oakland Sunshine Ordinance require 
conforming amendments to the Commission's bylaws. Specifically, the Sunshine 
Ordinance now requires the Commission to meet a ten-day notice requirement for all 
regular meetings. The bylaw amendments also delete much of the "old" Sunshine 
Ordinance language that was incorporated into the Commission's bylaws. 

The proposed amendments to the Commission's bylaws are attached in redline format as 
Exhibit 1. 
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O.M.C. s2.24.070 requires that any amendment to the Commission's "rules, regulations 
and procedures" be transmitted to the City Council within seven calendar days after 
adoption. The amendments become effective sixty days after adoption unless two-thirds 
of all the members of the City Council vote to veto them. 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND RATIONALE 

The Public Ethics Commission respectfully requests that the City Council permit the 
attached bylaw amendments to take effect without further action. 

ACTION REQUESTED OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Accept this report and take no action to veto the adopted amendments. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel D. Purnell 
Executive Director 
Public Ethics Commission 

APPROVED AND FORWARDED TO THE 
RULES AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 

1 OFFICE OF THE CITY MA GE 
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Attachments: Exhibit 1 : Adopted bylaw amendments in redline format 
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ARTICLE VI - Committees 

Section 6: RttlesLobbvist Reaistration And Campaian Finance Committee 

This standing Committee 1 

I 
. .  

is resDonsible for the periodic review and policy development of the Lobbyist Reaistration 
Ordinance, Limited Public Financina Act. and the Oakland Campaian Reform Act. Its 
duties are to review comdiance with. and the effectiveness of, these ordinances: make 
recommendations to the Commission reaardina specific amendments; and direct the 
preDaration of anv reoort or information to better advise the public and the regulated 
communitv of their riahts and obliaations under these laws. 

ARTICLE VII - Meetings 

Section 10: Notice and Co nduct of Reaular Commission- . I  
Meetinas 

Notices and agendas of all regular Commission- meetings shall be 
peskd-wfiled with the City Clerk's Office and posted on an exterior bulletin board 
accessible twenty-four hours a day. Notice of regular meetings shall be posted at least 72 
kewften davs before the meeting. 

Action may only be taken on items fi 
kt-u&ssthat complv with the notice provisions of the Sunshine Ordinance and the 
Brown Act. 

1 

2. 

CMTE 
OCT 3 0 2003 



Section 11: Notice and Conduct of SDecial Commission and Standina Committee 
Meetinas 

Special Commission and standing committee meetings may be called at any time by the 
Chairperson or by a majority of the Commissioners or standing committee members. 
Notice 5 
-of all special rneetinas shall be oosted on an exterior 
bulletin board and filed with the Office of the City Clerk at least 

. .  
. .  

6 (Z).)48 hours fexcludina Saturday. Sundav. and Holidays) before 
the time of the rneetina set forth in the Aaenda. All other notice reauirernents of the 
Sunshine Ordinance and the Brown Act shall be met. 


