
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
CITY ATTORNEY 

ORDINANCE NO. 125s5 C . M . .  S 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 213, 
ESTABLISHING INTERIM CONTROLS FOR CHECK CASHIERS AND OR 
CHECK CASHING BUSINESSES WITHIN ALL ZONING DISTRICTS WHERE 
CONSULTATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES ARE EITHER ALLOWED BY 
RIGHT OR CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED (WHICH INCLUDES COMMERCIAL 
ZONES C-5, C-10, C-20, C-25, C-27, C-30, C-31, C-40, C-45, C-51, C-55, AND 
C-60, ALL INDUSTRIAL ZONES, SPECIAL ZONES S-I, S-2, S-3, S-16, AND 
S-19), AND SUSPENDING CONFLICTING PROVISIONS, TO TAKE EFFECT 
IMMEDIATELY UPON INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION 

WHEREAS, the City of Oakland does not currently, separately regulate 
check cashier or check cashing businesses and does not differentiate between 
banks, credit unions, and other consultative and financial services activity thereby 
permitting check cashier and check cashing businesses, as described below, to be 
instituted wherever consultative and financial services activity are permitted to be 
instituted; and 

WHEREAS, current zoning allows Consultative and Financial Services in 
certain commercial, industrial, and special zones either by right or with a 
Conditional Use Permit; and 

WHEREAS, on November 18, 2003 the Oakland City Council adopted 
Ordinance No. 12558 C.M.S. imposing a 45 day moratorium prohibiting the 
permitting or approval of any new, modified, or expanded check cashier or check 
cashing business as defined in the ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council requested the Planning Commission to 
initiate a review of the regulatory mechanisms available to regulate check 
cashiers and or check cashing businesses with the goal of adopting needed 
changes to the current regulations, including changes to the Planning Code to 
protect the public health, safety, or welfare from negative effects of check cashier 
or check cashing businesses; and 

WHEREAS, the moratorium adopted by the Oakland City Council will 
expire on January 2,2004; and 












