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Date:  
February 27, 2020
To: 

Members of City Council and Members of the Public
From: 
Council President Kaplan
Re:
Resolution On The City Council’s Own Motion Submitting To Voter’s At The November 3, 2020 Municipal Election, An Amendment To City Charter Article XI, Add Section 1106, To Provide For Voting By Persons Aged 16 And 17 Years Old For The Office Of School Board Director, And Directing The City Clerk To Take All Actions Necessary Under Law To Prepare For And Conduct A November 3, 2002 Municipal Election
Dear Colleagues on the City Council and Members of the Public,

RECOMMENDATION

Council President Kaplan requests that the City Council intends for this proposed amendment to Article XI of the Charter, adding Section 1106, to authorize the City Council to allow persons aged 16 and 17 years old who would otherwise be eligible to vote, to vote for the office of School Director by ordinance. 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council President Kaplan requests that the City Council intends for this proposed amendment to Article XI of the Charter, adding Section 1106, to authorize the City Council to allow persons aged 16 and 17 years old who would otherwise be eligible to vote, to vote for the office of School Director by ordinance.

HISTORY/BACKGROUND

California currently allow 16-year-olds to pre-register to vote in efforts to boost turn-out; and, many countries where the minimum voting age is 16 have higher voter turnout than the United States for example: in Austria, voter turnout is 72.45%, in Brazil voter turnout is 79.54%, in Germany voter turnout is 84.11%, and in Cuba voter turnout is 86.19% compared to 51.46% in the United States.

In Oakland, 16 and 17 year old cannot vote in School Board elections, despite the impact decisions made by School Board Directors, have on students; Oakland students are the primary recipients of the services provided by schools, and their experiences, needs and concerns should inform district policy and priorities of School Board members. Oakland students have demonstrated the civic capacity to participate in the voting process, as evidenced by their successful advocacy and policy initiation efforts that have resulted in protecting critical student supports, such as free supper for high-need kids, case managers for foster youth, and restorative justice coordinators. 

Oakland students receive hundreds of instruction hours on the centrality of democracy and the importance of civic engagement and this will be an opportunity to put these lessons into practice and integrate the students’ real voting responsibility into the learning process and their educational experience; seeing the value of young adults participating in school board elections, 70.31% of voters in the neighboring city of Berkeley voted to allow persons aged 16 and 17 years old who would otherwise be eligible to vote, to vote for the office of School Director.

ACTION REQUESTED OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

The Council President and City Council Pass A Motion Submitting To Voter’s At The November 3, 2020 Municipal Election, An Amendment To City Charter Article XI, Add Section 1106, To Provide For Voting By Persons Aged 16 And 17 Years Old For The Office Of School Board Director, And Directing The City Clerk To Take All Actions Necessary Under Law To Prepare For And Conduct A November 3, 2002 Municipal Election, please contact Desmond Jeffries at (510)238-7082 or DJeffries@oaklandca.gov.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Kaplan
Oakland City Council President
City Council
February 27, 2020
Item: ___
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